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'Desire' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Michaela, at the day I talked about last time, also asked me whether
I had a girlfriend, and when I said no, whether I was eyeing someone.
I would have loved to tell her the truth that I actually fall for
girls her age, but felt that I couldn't. If she would tell it through,
I would be in trouble, while I also did not want to burden her with a
vow of secrecy. So I lied that I did not eye any girl - while in
reality I'm eyeing Marleen at the moment. She, on the other hand, told
that she was having several boys at the time...

My masochistic side was taken care of by her, as when I displeased
her she would tell me to turn around, and then hit me (usually on
the buttocks) once or twice. It didn't hurt at all, but the fact that
I would not know when the thing exactly would come surely gave me
that masochistic feeling of having given up control.

--

Sad news from the World Wide Web: The Pedophile Liberation Front's
web site has disappeared. No doubt this is because TheSlurp, who has
not been on the web for several months, has not paid his dues.

 [ Still up at:  http://organisationen.freepage.de/vanslurp/
   , if you want to mirror selected pages. ]

--

I wrote:
> And Alyson, one week later, told me 'Ik vind je lief'.

For those who don't know Dutch: 'Ik vind je lief' means something
like 'I like you' or 'I think you're sweet'.

--

'johnsmith' wrote:
> Hi all, just a short message to make sure I'm doing this right,
> What a relief it was to come across you guys on the net ! I do
> have one question for everyone/anyone - how come we still use
> that horrible "p" word that now has so many bad connotations ?

Because I know what the word should mean, and what it does describes
part of what I am rather well. And people here know me, and know what
I mean when I use the word.

--

'Mach 1' wrote:
> Now I see how concerned our society is about a relationship between 
> adults and children and nothing is going to change during the next 100 
> years.

Please! Don't be so negative! 100 years is a lot of time. It took only
30 years or so for homosexuals to go from being society's favorite
monsters to a totally accepted group, protected from discrimation and
a political factor of importance. The blacks needed hardly more than
100 years from slavery to affirmative action. McCarthyism was over
within 10 years of starting - and its highpoint was less than 50 years
ago. 100 years, that's several generations. Generations that can
enlarge the errors of the former ones, but can also correct them.
And undoubtedly will do some of both.

Certainly, at the moment things do not look like they will change
except for the worse. And there's a good chance that the next few
years that will remain the case. But one day, maybe in 5 years, maybe
in 10, society will be tired of pedophobia, and find another group to 
scapegoat. In 20 years, the present hateful-laws may have turned into
paper tigers. In 50 years, children's sexual liberation, and with it
the acceptance of pedophile relationships, may have become the goal
of a movement that is supported by a large section of society. And in
100 years, people may look back at these times and wonder how people
could ever have been so crazy as to hold the current witch-hunt.

--

'Sunstorm' wrote:
> Little girls seem to have a short memory. Just goes to show you, they are a
> lot more important to us than we are to them. I have seen time and time
> again, after relationships are over, they just go their merry way and we
> suffer. I, for one, am sick of it.

Interesting observation. And you might be right. It seems that 
sometimes a girl has to have had fun with you very many times 
before she starts to do some of the work of coming together.

> This is about where I am too. The effort to attach to an lg is enormous,
> the output in terms of psychic energy is incredible, and what do we get
> back? A smile if we're lucky, possibly a touch, maybe even a kiss - a
> couple years in jail if we're not.

I hardly get touches, and can't remember the last kiss, but when I
find a girl who wants to spend some minutes, or even some hours, with
me, it all is worthwhile again.

> The last time I heard from her a few months ago she told me to stop
> "whining" and, if I wanted an lg, to have a family, and "get my own." 
> As if it were as easy as going to the store and picking up some milk.

If it were that easy I would do it immediately...

--

'mgk' wrote:
> I hail from one of the worst countries in the world, a country that 
> condemns us for who we are, what we think, what we believe, and what 
> we love.

Eeh... I'm afraid that under that definition almost ALL countries
would fall in that worst category.

> But I guess in society's eyes I am a demon, I am a pedophile, and 
> I should be castrated.

To be honest, if I could get a guarantee that in exchange I could be
with girls as much as I would like, I might well be willing to
undergo a castration.

> I don't really know what to do about my desires, if I act on them, 
> I could go to jail and live in pure hell. And if I don't act on 
> them, I'm in pure hell still. I really could use some advice from 
> the group. How do you love, and not truely love?

Just be with her, show her you care, and enjoy her smiles, her
beauty, her everything. If you can have all that, who needs sex?
Try to find a legal way to express your love and desires. It's not
forbidden to be with a girl, just talk with her, smile with her,
play with her. And it's extremely rewarding. The hard thing to me
is not that certain ways of expressing our love are forbidden by
law. Of course it's a pity, but there are many more ways to do it.
The hard part is that at least most of the time I do not have a girl
to do even these legal things with.

> Now having rambled on the question for me is -- am I a sick person, 
> will I ultimately develop into a "potent pedo" and how long can I 
> keep up my ritual of masturbating a minimum of 3 times a day 
> before the bloody thing falls off !!

I don't think you are sick, I don't think you ever get to molesting
a child. But you are the only one (if anyone) who can be sure about
that.

Do what you want to do, as long as it hurts nobody. Stopping your
masturbation scenes will likely only cause you to put more pressure
on your sexual energy - pressure that will be relieved in some way,
and I have no idea how. The only problem I see with it, is your wife
- are you still enough interested in her to have a healthy sex life
together, and will it remain that way?

> I've been married for 23 years and love my family dearly.  I have 
> three beautiful daughters - and the thought hasn't even crossed 
> my mind.  Sure I've seen them run around naked over the years,
> and watch them develop very nicely, but I would never in a million 
> years want to interfere with them or their friends... or any 
> other kid. Looking is what I enjoy doing !!

Then look! But don't be too afraid to approach them either. I'm not
talking about anything sexual - that would probably not be a good
idea. But if you're anything like me, you love to just be with your
daughters and/or their friends. And there's nothing wrong about it.
Just make sure that you only do it when they want and enjoy it too,
and you might turn out to be the best father in the world.

'Desire'
-------------------------------------------------------------------



'Michele' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

>And what about Ildiko? Hasn't been heard of since September or so,
>unfortunately, but still another female here. And Heather definitely
>is a female too (although not a girl-lover as for the definition we 
>use here). I also remember one more woman posting one or two times
>somewhere last year, I think she went by the nickname of 'O'. And I
>myself have posted some excerpts from a diary by a female girl-lover.

I have been reading this list faithfully for the past two years or more.  
I've even written a couple of times to introduce myself to the group, 
but neither of my messages were posted.  I finally decided that Ianthe 
doesn't believe that a 24 year old bisexual female could possibly be 
attracted to young girls.  I know there are alot of other women out 
there in the world who are, but it appears that being a female LGL is 
even more taboo in today's society than it is to be a male LGL.  I wish 
I were wrong, but it appears to be so... even amongst a group of 
little-girl-lovers like yourselves.

'Michele'
----------------------------------------------------------------------

  [ I suspect that your previous posts did go out, but if they 
    didn't, or if the postings they were in didn't reach you,
    then I apologise.  If it's any reassurance, I'm certain 
    that women can be attracted to young girls! I am after all,
    the person who complied the FAQ on the subject :) ]



'Sanctuary' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Does anyone have a copy of the PLF site without all of those
banners? Every page is written to go to a banner script and
then rewrite the page. I could go in and take out all of the
references on every page but there are lots of pages! Thanks.

--

Ar... came over to see me yesterday and we had a wonderful time.
It was very brief because she had to go somewhere but while she
was here we had a picnic in the back yard and rode our bicycles
around the street.

The only difficulty I am having with her is the reaction of my
daughter. She acts very jealous sometimes. I have told her that
she has no reason to fear because I am always here and will
always love her but she still gets upset when I start paying too
much attention to the other girls.

If the girls could only agree on what we were all going to do
then there probably wouldn't be as much conflict but I am
willing to do anything (legal) with any of them so I will not 
intervene in their arguments. What usually happens is that
the guest will not want to do what my daughter wants to do 
and so my daughter goes inside and I stay outside and play 
with the guest.

I think I was successful in explaining my feelings to my
daughter, though. I told her that it puts me in a very awkward
position because I don't want to hurt her feelings but that I
really enjoy their company and they enjoy mine. After they
all go home, I am still here and always give my daughter my
full attention.

I hope that the girls can work out their differences because
Ar... really likes me and gives me the most wonderful smiles.
When she came over she asked for me specifically. She
talks about her daddy sometimes and it makes me feel like
perhaps I am a substitute for an inattentive father but I think
that she likes me for me, too. The games we play indicate
that there is at least a potential for a real friendship to develop.
I hope so. Time will tell.

'Sanctuary'
-------------------------------------------------------------------



'HUIO' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi, I'm not really new here.  I just have never spoken up.

I need to talk to someone about my adoration for lgs. Their hair, and 
skin excite me. Their personalities make me 'see myself' and appreciate 
the simple things around me. I would never act on the fantasies I
entertain - but I know we all have them. How do we handle them ? We are 
viewded as predators upon innocent children; is it really that we 
are searching for an innocent love, free of guilt and pain. I feel that 
what we seek is not mere physical intamacy, but emotional security...
a lg can never hurt us the way that older females can, they have no 
want for revenge or gain. They ...like us... only want to be loved....
purely. 

Please share your thoughts on why we are the way we are

'HUIO'
------------------------------------------------------------------



'Scramble' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear Ianthe,

Another sleepless night. No flooding posts this time, though :)

As I was fooling around on the Internet, I stumbled upon this page,
containing MP3 files taken from the soundtrack of an independent 
film.

There's a song named "Fu*ked Up Monkeys (Sex vs. Vomiting)" which
comes with a weird description:  "Punk song about falling in love 
with a five-year-old-girl".

I have downloaded it and it seems a quite good punk song, yet my 
poor English skills didn't allow me to understand the lyrics 
and state whether the song really verges on what the description
says.

Well, if you want it could be worth a quick listen. Maybe as my
English will come along, I may be slightly more useful... ;)

The link is:

http://www.mp3.com/music/SoundTrack/337.html

See you.
  
'Scramble'
------------------------------------------------------------------



'The Pretender' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

I was going though the United Nations site(s) and noticed that they
have some strong views on "Paedophiles" and the like.  Some of these
references are recent, some are updates of ongoing conventions.

The web, the spider and the fly...  Will censorship on the Internet
forbid the unacceptable or just silence troublesome voices? What grip
can be held on a communications tool designed to be free from control?
http://www.unesco.org/courier/1998_09/uk/ethique/txt1.htm

Just a reminder to those in the northern hemisphere to help 
keep your spirits up...  It's March and spring is coming 
soon...!

'The Pretender'
------------------------------------------------------------------



'Humbert 2' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi all.

I've been in the moving process the past two weeks (promotion and 
transfer), so I'm just catching up.

'n.s. aristoff' wrote:
>>'Humbert 2' writes:
>>My only concern is that I don't want to see little kids
>>abused.  Too much child porn is made by kidnapping,
>>drugging, beating, and otherwise forcing kids into this,
>>or by "recruiting" child prostitutes under the pretext
>>of getting them off the streets.
>
>The question really is - what are those drugs you are doing
>that make you think this is true?????  Are they good?  They
>obviously have a powerful mind-altering effect!

No, I don't take any drugs (other than Tylenol).  I know its true 
because I've seen it happen personally.

--

'Xalex' wrote:
>>'Humbert 2' writes:
>>  My only concern is that I don't want to see little kids
>> abused.  Too much child porn is made by kidnapping,
>> drugging, beating, and otherwise forcing kids into this,
>> or by "recruiting" child prostitutes under the pretext
>> of getting them off the streets.
>
>I share your concern, but lets face the facts - there's hardly
>any child pornography being produced today, and most of that
>tiny amount is softcore anyway.

I really don't care about "hardcore vs. softcore".  My concern is the 
coercion of children either verbally, by drugging them, or by 
physically assaulting (ie beating) them.  Whatever children decide 
to do voluntarily, whether we would consider it hard or soft core, 
I don't have a problem with.  It's possible kidnapping and drugging, 
etc. that I have the problem with.  For all our sakes, I hope both 
n.s.aristof and Xalex are right, but I've seen enough to know it 
still happens.

--

'Observer' wrote:
>One more thing of discussion. Actually just a quick observation. 
>Has anybody out there noticed how close the average man is to 
>pedophilia. We are considered freaks, but what do the average 
>porn magazines feature. Young thin models with small breasts 
>and an even smaller waist, and often shaved genitals. Now it 
>could just happen to be coincidence that the ideal woman
>looks surpassingly pubescent, but then why is that all the 
>magazines say things like "young enough to be cherry" or promise 
>to have teens meaning 19. Who are they fooling with all these 
>games, themselves I suppose. I think that almost everyone at 
>one time or another will see a young girl who they find
>attractive. Even someone who isn't a pedophile can get fooled. 
>What I mean is who hasn't seen a girl of thirteen or fourteen 
>that looks much older. Not that they even need to, just because 
>a person feels that youth is wonderful they are considered wrong. 
>And just try to be friends with a young girl you're not related 
>to and see the questions fly. Actually I worry less about 
>pedophiles and more about someone who could look at the Olsens 
>or Natalie Portman and _not_ see a beauty. It would make me think 
>they have either issues with youth and childhood that are 
>blinding them or they have questions about their own
>sexuality and are afraid to even consider it.

Very well said, and I completely agree.

--

'Soft_&_Gentle' is searching:
>>'Humbert2' writes:
>>The guy's from northern BC and is gutsy.  He's asking for
>>anyone with an opinion to e-mail him, and he'll post it,
>>but he won't post anonymously.  The URL is: http://pris.bc.ca/ppp/
>>go to the ramblings page, and there's a discussion on
>>the child porn decision and on age of consent laws.
>
>Was away in the good old USA, trying to catch up.  Sounds like
>the above URL is dead.  Is this guy site got busted or the url
>is wrong?

If you got some of the comments that were posted I would be
interested to see them.

Sorry, I missed a couple of w's in there. 

--

I know I promised my lg story, and its coming, but it's very late 
here and I'm too tired.  I'll write it in over the coming 
weekend.  Bye all.

'Humbert 2'
-------------------------------------------------------------------



'Quilty' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

A new series of El Club de Los Tigritos starts on Univision on Saturday,
though from the ads it looks as though it may be reruns, however either
way it'll be great to have the fab four back in full strength.

You posted the title of Don Lort's book COMING OF AGE. It's an
illustrated paperback study of adolescents in film. However the slant is
towards male homosexuality so it's not very useful for girl lovers. He
does include Welcome to the Dollhouse, Cement Garden, Walkabout & Now
and Then to make it seem as if he is covering girl coming-of-age films
but basically he ain't. In fact it reminds me of Childhood Visions Movie
Club, which I was excited about when I found it, but after checking out
his "Girl" films realised he doesn't really have a clue about what
constitutes a good pre-teen girl film. Two of his offerings, which I had
not heard of before, were "Landscape in the Mist" in which a young
runaway girl gets raped by a trucker (off-camera) & "In a Glass Cage"
which is truly one of the most sick and disturbing movies ever made
about gay S&M. I don't recommend it.

'Quilty'
-------------------------------------------------------------------



'Rasputin's Dog' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello Everyone,

I haven't had the chance to check my e-mail for a few weeks, 
for many stressful reasons which I won't go into here. I 
have begun to see some of the fringe benefits to my new job. 
(As a refresher, I recently got a job taking photos of kids 
and families) I can't count the number of 'panty flashes' 
I have gotten since I began.

In response to, I believe, 'TK' - one great way of meeting 
lg's is through your sister. I'm sure if she is younger, 
she probably has lots of lg friends, and if she is older 
then maybe she babysits?

I have a question for any US law savvy members. Would a 
fictional descripton of a sexual act between an adult and 
child fall under the same restrictions as visual child 
porn? In other words is the written word legal?

Talk to you all later. Bye,

'Rasputin's Dog'
-------------------------------------------------------------------

   [ Depends what country you're in.  Canada (and now Eire, I think)
     have laws which effectively outlaw the kind of erotica you're
     talking about.  Not sure about the USA, but it seems that the
     dicovery of written stories is now serving as "proof" that the 
     defendent in a molestation case is "a paedophile" and therefore
     "deserves" a higher sentence.  In most such cases, strong
     encryption of text files would have prevented this happening. ]



'?' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Well, I must tell you of an idea that I recently had!

To begin, I must ask if you all are familiar with the
"popular" inflatable sex dolls on the market today.

Sadly, they are unattractive and I don't think that a
plastic air-filled partner is very exciting.  The feel
is all wrong.  Which is why I hesitate to get one
myself.

Now, what would you chaps feel about a more life-like,
realistic sex doll that can look and feel more like the
real thing?

Perhaps if such a doll were possible, they could be made
for all tastes.  Blond, brunette, blue eyes, brown eyes,
old, young and under aged.

Having a sex doll that effectively mimicked a "real" six
to ten year-old girl would allow me to deal with my business
enough to get on with the rest of my life.

Add an on-board computer and some mechanics and that "girl"
just might get my mind off the real thing!  Just imagine
having a LG respond to all my motions with physical AND
verbal encouragements!

And it would be nice for her to look like a normal girl
at rest when not in use (that wide-open mouth on the
inflatable is very distracting and not very encouraging).

The mouth and genitals should remain closed in a pleasing
way so you could sit her in a chair to look at or caress
in bed after a good, hard "workout".

I wonder how I could obtain something like this?

Any one have thoughts or ideas?

'?'
---------------------------------------------------------------

   [ Are you familiar with the phrase "cabin fever" ? ;-]




ends
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   [ Press-cuttings round-up ]

* UK: Jail 'torture': 43 prison officers accused
* UK: Kissing game chased out as 'a health risk'
* UK: UK: statistics/info
* USA: Parents fit secret cameras to spy on their children
* Australia: Photographers grilled at junior surf carnival
* Canada: Only 15 people turn up to protest porn law
* UK: Christians learn to target children
* UK: Interpol cites the Rimm Report - again!
* Australia: Proposed paedophilia laws 'go too far'
* UK: Crypto news - New Labour caught in the Web



UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

In Summer 1998, Fresh Petals' news-page reported:

>July 98: Official inquiry into allegations of torture and 
>brutality at HM Wormwood Scrubs prison. 
>
>In the latest in a series of attacks on 'sex offender' 
>prisoners, two teachers on remand for allegations of 
>'indecent assault' on children were "beaten to a pulp" 
>while on remand in HM Wormwood Scrubs prison at the 
>end of July. The Sun newspaper reported in late July that 
>the two men had been purposefully placed in a cell together, 
>a highly unusual move, and that four other prisoners had 
>then allegedly "tricked a nurse" into opening the cell. 
>The two un convicted men are music and drama teachers
>at one of Britain's most famous stage schools. 
>
> These serious attacks follow disturbing allegations of 
>torture and "inhumane and degrading treatment" of black 
>prisoners and sex offender prisoners at the jail's 
>Segregation Unit. 
>
>In March, the Prison Service ordered an official inquiry, 
>after a file of allegations and evidence was presented 
>by Sir David Ramsbotham, the Chief Inspector of Prisons. 
>The allegations about the 1,370-inmate jail near Shepherd's 
>Bush, west London, detailed "grotesque and systematic" 
>brutality - allegedly involving prison officers - over 
>twelve months. 
>
>The reputation of Wormwood Scrubs prison was savaged by 
>Sir David in a Prison Inspectorate report in 1997. He 
>condemned the jail as a "warehouse", the regime as 
>"impoverished" and staff attitudes as "outdated".
>
>Daniel Machover, a solicitor acting for the men making 
>the allegations, said one inmate had been subjected to 
>almost daily beatings over a month. "I would say the
>allegations in that case amount to torture," he said 
>on BBC radio. 

---

3rd March 99

_Jail 'torture': 43 officers accused_

POLICE files on 43 prison officers accused of brutality and
torture have been sent to the Crown Prosecution Service
after the biggest criminal investigation at a British
prison.

The allegations include claims that inmates at Wormwood
Scrubs in west London were beaten, burnt with cigarettes,
forced to eat paper and subjected to obscene abuse about
members of their families.

Claims of pre-planned beatings, racism and other assaults
have been made by around 80 prisoners and former inmates. 

A Metropolitan Police investigation team has passed 43
separate files to the CPS, each detailing evidence against
an individual prison officer. The investigation, which has
so far considered the allegations of 46 prisoners, is
ongoing.

As well as possible charges of actual or grievous bodily
harm, crown prosecutors can consider charges of torture,
which exist under the Criminal Justice Act 1988, in respect
of premeditated acts of violence by those in official
positions.

The CPS is expected to announce its decisions within two
weeks.

The Prison Service has suspended 15 officers on full pay,
including a junior governor. The remaining 28 are
continuing to work or have left the service.

The investigation into the allegations of brutality at
Wormwood Scrubs has grown and grown. The Prison Service
initially commissioned its own internal inquiry, headed by
Peter Atherton. His findings were passed to the police, who
had already started an investigation.

A Metropolitan Police major inquiry team probed allegations
relating to the period January 1997 to May 1998, which
covered most of the complaints.

A spokesman said last night: "Although the bulk of this
investigation has been completed, inquiries will continue
in some aspects."

A separate police team, based at Hammersmith, west London,
was set up to investigate further claims relating to
alleged incidents from the last nine months and earlier
complaints dating back to November 1992. These may result
in files on more prison officers being sent to the CPS.

Several of the prisoners who have made allegations claim to
have since been subjected to intimidation designed to get
them to withdraw their complaints.

The Prison Service apologised to one prisoner - who alleges
he was severely beaten in the segregation unit at Wormwood
Scrubs - after staff at his new prison, Long Lartin in
Worcestershire, took papers from his cell which detailed
his allegations.

Last December, a prisoner who was facing charges of
escaping from a prison bus in 1996, told Woolwich Crown
Court in London that he had escaped in order to avoid a
beating on arrival at Wormwood Scrubs. 

--

_Flagship jail 'dead in the water'_

 Inmates allege brutality and racism in a regime which
horrified the chief inspector of prisons.

When people think of prisons they tend to think of the
gatehouse at Wormwood Scrubs. Architecturally stunning and
physically imposing, it is the defining image of the Prison
Service.

But this proud facade hides a decaying jail whose failure
to incorporate modern working methods has left it out of
step with other prisons in England and Wales.

In his latest report on the jail, the Chief Inspector of
Prisons, Sir David Ramsbotham, said: "Wormwood Scrubs is
often referred to as the 'flagship' of the Prison Service.
It could be said the ship is now dead in the water and has
been overtaken by other ships in the line."

Sir David, who said he was "surprised and horrified" by
what he discovered, went on: "The out-of-date attitudes
that we found have no place in the modern world."

It was in such an atmosphere, prisoners allege, that they
were subjected to systematic beatings, racism, burning with
cigarettes and having photographs of loved ones ripped up
during a six-year period of intimidation by staff.

During his inspection, Sir David heard allegations of the
"illegal use of force".  More detailed allegations of 
brutality at the Scrubs, in west London, were made to the 
Prison Reform Trust and London solicitors Hickman and 
Rose, who forwarded them to Sir David.

The outcome was a Prison Service inquiry which has given
way to the largest criminal investigation ever seen at a
jail in this country.

One prisoner alleges he was told: "This is not Highpoint
[prison], we'll beat you up down here, because we don't
care."

He said officers were "always very careful not to leave
marks" and beat him in the back, the sides or the back of
the head. Many of the allegations detail attacks said to
have been carried out in the prison's segregation unit,
known as "the block". As the investigation has grown,
nearly 80 prisoners and former inmates have come forward to
make allegations.

Another inmate claimed: "One of the officers stamped on my
head and I blacked out . When the officers who had taken me
to the block saw that blood was coming out of my right ear
they then took me to the hospital."

With nearly 1,400 inmates, Wormwood Scrubs is one of the
largest prisons in Europe.

Last April, when the criminal investigation began at the
jail, more than 100 officers failed to turn up for work
after reporting in sick.

Richard Tilt, the director-general of the Prison Service,
ordered in 80 governor grade and other managerial staff to
help run the jail and said: "We must assume that this is a
protest action."

Since the allegations surfaced, several of the complaining
prisoners say they have been subjected to further
intimidation designed to persuade them not to co-operate
with the inquiry. 

_'I was naked and in agony'_

Andryz Jakubczyk alleged he was beaten, stripped and left
in agony with internal injuries after an attack by prison
officers at Wormwood Scrubs.

He said he was pinned to the ground by officers who twisted
his legs behind his back and beat him.

After the alleged assault Mr Jakubczyk claimed he was
stripped naked and thrown into a strip cell in a body-belt.
He says officers left him unattended for two hours, despite
his internal and external injuries.

The alleged attack is said to have taken place in the
prison's notorious segregation unit in March 1993.

Last May, Mr Jakubczyk, 46, from Dudley, West Midlands,
accepted an out-of-court settlement of 7,000 UKP from the
Prison Service, shortly before his case was due to be heard
at Southend County Court.

Daniel Machover, of solicitors Hickman and Rose in London,
believes the case is similar to many others he has been
asked to handle, and says it should form part of the
Metropolitan Police investigation into alleged brutality at
the prison.

Mr N alleged he was assaulted several times every day he
was in the prison's segregation unit. One officer allegedly
said to him: "We'll hang you and make it look like an
accident or make it look as if you done it yourself."

He also said senior staff showed him no sympathy. "All in
all, over a year I complained to about five different
governors both in person and in writing. I never received a
response," he said. 

------------------------------------------------------------


UK: statistics/info
-------------------------------------------------------------

Hansard [the record of Parliamentary speeches] , March 99: 

The Utting Report said that there were 750 names on the 
index [Department of Health's consultancy index, of people 
who may not be employed in child care.]

--

Greater Manchester Police, regarding child access [vetting
for statutory bodies like social work depts, etc] checks: 
In the year ending 31 March 1998, the GM police dealt 
with 44,851 applications. In the year ending 31 March 1999, 
they expect to have dealt with 33,130 applications.

--

Criminal record checks are currently available only to 
statutory bodies and a small number of major voluntary 
child care organisations that are members of the Voluntary 
Organisations Consultancy Service.

Membership of that organisation is full and it does not 
have the capacity to vet any more organisations, whether 
existing or soon to be established. 

The vast majority of voluntary and private child care 
organisations are unable to check the criminal backgrounds 
of people to whom they will offer a job, paid or voluntary, 
which involves working with children. 

--

The Department for Education and Employment has a 
comprehensive list ['List 99'] of people considered 
unsuitable, by virtue of a criminal conviction or other 
misconduct, to be put in a position of trust with 
children. However, that list is updated only twice a 
year and it is sent only to local education authorities. 

According to Utting [The Utting Report], some 4,800 other 
names have been referred [over the years??] to the index 
by the police, following the conviction or cautioning 
of people employed in child care.

Utting noted that not all police forces send the 
information to the Department of Health [to add to their
index].

[...] It also appears that the Department of Health does 
not routinely monitor its own index [...] The Department 
cannot even say how many local authorities and voluntary 
bodies use the index, or whether some authorities do not 
access it at all. 

-------------------------------------------------------------




UK: parent paranoia #1
----------------------------------------------------------

March 3 1999

_Kissing game chased out as 'a health risk'_

  FIVE-YEAR-OLDS have been banned from playing kiss chase
in the school playground because their head teacher fears
that the "exchange of body fluids" could be a health risk. 

The game went too far for Maureen FitzGerald, head of
Cheynes Infant School at Luton, Bedfordshire, when some
children were seen putting their tongues into other pupils'
mouths. She told parents in a letter that the school could
not condone such "inappropriate behaviour".

Education officials backed Mrs FitzGerald yesterday, but 
Iona Opie, the chronicler of children's games, said the 
action was the latest in a series of "hysterical 
reactions" to innocent playground games. 

Mrs Opie said that even marbles had been banned in some
schools recently, adding: "It is just another hysterical
reaction to games that have been played safely for
generations." Kiss chase dates from the Victorian era, when
it spread to schools from a more adult version played in
Scottish farmyards.

Luton Education Authority said it was not unusual for heads
to ban the game. "Many other schools nationwide have found
that children have responded favourably to the banning of
games that involve physical attention." 

Research published last year by the London University
Institute of Education found children were losing some of
the traditional games that keep them occupied during the
long lunch hour.

The London University study, by Dr Peter Blatchford,
surveyed 1,500 schools and found 56 per cent of primaries
and 44 per cent of secondaries had cut break times, mainly
by removing afternoon breaks and shortening lunch hours. Dr
Blatchford found teachers justified the cuts by claiming 
that children were idling in playgrounds or causing 
disruption.

--

March 4 1999     

_Saliva can help to reduce the risk of HIV infection_
  
  WHEN HIV infections and Aids first disturbed the
comparative calm of the genito-urinary clinics, we were
frequently asked if it was safe to drink from a glass that
had been used by an HIV-positive patient. Other patients
were concerned about the Communion cup; was it helpful to
wipe the chalice or did it spread the infectious organisms
more evenly around the rim? Alarm was further increased
when it was confirmed that saliva contains the HIV virus.

Could it, people wondered, be transmitted by kissing? 

Fortunately, it seemed that although HIV was present in
saliva and, for that matter, in tears, it wasn't spread in
this way. The HIV virus is not as virulent or as infectious
as usually supposed and is comparatively fragile.

Experience soon showed that it was, in fact, safe to kiss a
sobbing boyfriend or girlfriend, and that the likelihood of
infection was no more than a theoretical risk. HIV was not
transmitted in this way and was not ever likely to be
unless the virulence of the virus changed.

HIV has occasionally been spread by saliva when it is
heavily contaminated by blood. But even this transmission
is very rare - so rare that it warrants a mention in the
medical journals when it has been shown to have occurred.

As well as the real-life experience, laboratory research
reported in the Archives of Internal Medicine has been
studying saliva and its effect on the mononuclear
leucocytes - white blood cells - carrying the virus.

In the experiments, saliva collected from healthy donors
rapidly broke up the infected white cells from an
HIV-positive donor and thereby stopped the virus from
multiplying. Scientists have demonstrated what dogs have
always known - that saliva is a good antiseptic.

------------------------------------------------------------




USA: parent paranoia #2
------------------------------------------------------------

Monday 1 March 1999

_Parents fit secret cameras to spy on their children_
    
AMERICAN parents are bugging their children's telephones,
installing secret cameras in clock radios and sending
strands of hair retrieved from pillows for analysis at drug
laboratories.

 They are resorting to Cold War espionage techniques and
science to to prevent their offspring taking drugs or having
underage sex. 

 Baby Boomers, who 30 years ago got high and dropped out, 
are hiring companies to bring sniffer dogs into their homes 
to track down traces of dope. Radio shops sell home
surveillance equipment. Telephone bugs cost 20 UKP, and you
can buy a chemical analysis kit on the Internet for 45 UKP if
you want proof, from the hair in your daughter's comb, for
example, that she is taking drugs. Aerosol sprays and
special chemical-soaked cotton wipes, as simple as home
pregnancy kits, are available to see if there is cannabis
or other narcotic residues on car seats or other surfaces.

 Drive Right is a small computer which can be attached to
steering wheels to monitor whether Junior is driving
recklessly, and maybe drunk, when he borrows the car for
the evening. One company in Virginia is contacted on
average 12 times a month by parents who want it to bring
its dogs to nose around delinquent children's bedrooms for
secret caches of narcotics.

 Parental spies run the risk, if caught, of destroying the
remnants of trust in their relationship with their
children.

 Most parent sleuths refuse to be identified. Others whose
children have caught them bugging, taping and filming say
"all hell broke loose". Some give up spying before they are
caught because they cannot bear the feelings of guilt.

 But the trend is growing because it catches children and
perhaps stops them in time. Most American teenagers have
telephones and televisions in their rooms, and many have
computers and Internet access. Parents increasingly feel
that they should be able to get to their children, even
surreptitiously, because the rest of the world does. They
say that usually they are using espionage as a last resort
to confirm suspicions. Most, when they catch their children
boasting about drug use to friends on the phone, or sneaking
boyfriends in through a window at night, feel vindicated
rather than surprised.

 Sexual affairs can be broken up before there is an 
unwanted pregnancy and drug addicts sent off to 
rehabilitation.

------------------------------------------------------------



Australia: parent paranoia #3
------------------------------------------------------------

_Photographers grilled at junior surf carnival_

1st Mar 99

PHOTOGRAPHERS were checked and police patrolled
surrounding bushland as precautions against paedophiles 
at a junior surf lifesaving event at the weekend.

Organisers of the NSW Junior Surf Life Saving Championships
held at South Maroubra beach would only allow those with
accredited media passes to take photos of "nippers"
competing.

Those without passes were told to leave or their cameras
would be confiscated.

Paul Fownes, one of the co- ordinators of the event and
long- time member of the South Maroubra Beach Surf Life
Saving Club, said they were "mindful" of possible
paedophile behaviour. 

The three-day carnival involved some 4000 competitors aged
8 to 14 from 89 NSW clubs and about 10,000 spectators. 
Police presence was high with a mobile police command, two
mounted officers and a four-wheel motor bike. 

Mr Fownes said as a club official he requested the high
police presence to deal with any potential "anti-social
behaviour".

"The police were kept informed of what to look out for but
no one was found lurking in the bushes," he said.

"They went through the surrounding bushland and the mounted
police had a look through the nearby rifle range."

Mr Fownes said he would advise the next club which
undertakes the championships to "take on the same
responsibilities".

--------------------------------------------------------------




Canada:
--------------------------------------------------------------

From Boy Chat, 3rd March 99

>I don't have first hand info on this, but according to a
>post from Nopics below, a huge crowd of FIFTEEN people 
>turned up to protest against the BC Supreme Court decision 
>re. KP possession. [ BC judge had ruled that posession of
>'child pornography' was legal ] With this kind of massive 
>public outcry, we should all be quaking in our boots.
>
>It seems evident that the public has better things to do
>with its time, and I hope it signals the dawning of a new 
>rationality. 
>
>Tangie

--------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

4 Mar 99

_Evangelical Christians learn to target children_

A diploma to teach people how to evangelise children,
thought to be the first in Europe, is to be launched today.

One- and two-year courses, which will be validated by
Sheffield University, will equip adults to become
children's missionaries. They will go out into schools,
children's clubs, youth groups and mother-and-toddler
groups to preach the evangelical Christian message.

Humanists said yesterday that it was wrong to evangelise
children who should be left to make up their own minds
about religion.

The course will look at the legal implications of working
with children, psychology, how to safeguard them from 
abuse. People who go on the course, which starts in 
September, will be trained to approach children as young 
as five. "For the first time we are providing an academic 
basis for the work of our children's evangelists."

Robert Ashby, director of the British Humanist Association,
said: "We are absolutely opposed to this on human rights
grounds. Children should be left to choose rather than
having religion promoted to them, particularly the
Christian religion in a multi-faith society.

"The irony is that if we set up a course for adults to show
children than God doesn't exist we should be accused of
blasphemy."

Fees will be 4,995 UKP, including cost of placements and board
for the one-year, full-time course, and 2,650 UKP for the
part-time course.

------------------------------------------------------------

   [ "Targetting and grooming" for Jeezus - whatever 
      next ??  What's the betting that this might trigger
      a mini wave of "satanic abuse" panics, as these
      people go into schools and start persuading kids and
      parents that "the devil is everywhere" ? ]



UK: head on Interpol's so-called intelligence cites the 
Rimm Report(!):
------------------------------------------------------------

_Crooks Give Cops A Run For the Money in Cyberspace_

March 2, 1999 

 LONDON - Police are losing the fight against criminals in
cyberspace and will have to take giant strides to catch up
on the information superhighway, a leading international
expert said Monday.  

<snip>

Paul Higdon, head of the criminal intelligence
directorate at the organization which groups 177 police
forces around the world, said: "The most repugnant use 
of the Internet is for child pornography and the sexual 
abuse of children."
        
A University of Pittsburgh study identified over one
million sexually explicit photos and video clips on sites
visited by pedophiles as many as 1,200 times a day.

------------------------------------------------------------

  [ Not only has the Rimm study - the 'Pittsburgh' study 
    cited above - been utterly and relentlessly 
    discredited and demolished (see these comprehensive
    web-indexes to articles and papers)...

    http://www.eff.org/~declan/rimm/index.html
    The Ethics of Marty Rimm and CMU

    http://www.hotwired.com/special/pornscare/
    HotWired: Pornscare Index

    ... but even the Rimm Report, "the entirely spurious 
    invention of a publicity-seeking undergraduate", 
    claimed only to have found a million *descriptions* 
    of *adult* images on the old BBS systems - not a 
    million *child porn* images.  And Marty Rimm certainly 
    never claimed that those visiting were paedophiles.

    The Rimm Report was also erroneously cited by 
    the head of INTERPOL's special commission on
    crimes against minors, Agnes Fournier-Saint Maur, 
    at a press conference at the recent UNESCO conference
    in Paris.  
 
    To quote NTK's reponse to her initial gaffe:
   
    "It's good to know that officers in charge of 
    catching child pornographers are incapable of spotting 
    misleading evidence when it's a four years old 
    mishearing of one of the most widely documented 
    cases of Internet fraud ever committed. Truly, 
    these Interpol folk are the *elite*."  ]



Australia:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Proposed paedophilia laws 'go too far'_

Friday 5 March, 1999 

Civil libertarians claim the Carr Government's
proposed new laws for convicted paedophiles contravene the
separation of powers between politicians and the judiciary.

The Premier today flagged legislation which would force
convicted child sex offenders to alert police if they
change their name, address, workplace or car registration.

Those who do not comply risk a two-year jail term.

The move is designed to help police keep track of convicted
paedophiles but Tim Anderson from the Council of Civil
Liberties says it is a step that only judges should have
the power to impose.

"This is attempting to impose a restriction on their
freedom which, as I say, is like an additional sentence,
the sort that would be the case if you're on probation and
parole," he said.

"The courts haven't done that. The question we've got to
ask is are politicians going to start sentencing people or
are they going to allow the courts to do it." 

------------------------------------------------------------



Crypto news:
------------------------------------------------------------

6th March 99

_New Labour caught in the Web_

It was enough to make a new Labour Prime Minister choke on
his cappucino and croissant. There was Tony Blair, the
modern leader who had proclaimed a wish to make Britain a
leader in e-commerce, faced with a battalion of business
leaders threatening to pack up their terminals and take
their Web sales well away from this country.

The threats proved highly effective and before Thursday's
breakfast meeting was over, it had been agreed that the
Government's plans for policing cyberspace would be
abandoned.

When the emissaries of Bill Gates mention that they might
be forced to take their business elsewhere, governments
tend to take notice.

Yet if ministers had been paying attention, there was no
reason why the embarrassing breakfast should ever have
occurred. Both France and the United States had already
examined the possibilities of operating a system such as
the "key escrow" one proposed in the Government's White
Paper. Both had been persuaded by business that it was
unworkable. Considering that the proposal was contained in
a document headed "Building the Knowledge-Driven Economy"',
it showed a sorry lack of learning.

That there is a need to ensure that the authorities can
trace offenders on the Web is undeniable. Quite how this is
to be done remains unclear. In France and the US, they
rapidly acknowledged what would not work but they have
still to find what will. On that basis, the deadline of
three weeks with which the Government has presented
industry seems a trifle optimistic. It is, however, merely
a device to make the climbdown slightly less embarrassing.
The breakfast victors will play their part in trying to
find a dignified escape route for the Government by
returning to the table within three weeks with some vague
ideas about how business will cooperate in trying to track
down crime.

Yet since the essence of the Web is that it is global, it
seems crazy that Britain should be trying to come up with a
national solution. This is one area where governments need
to work together if they are not to be completely beaten by
an industry which can play one off against another,
threatening to desert to more hospitable territory at the
slightest hint of unfavourable legislation. Whatever Mr
Blair's ambitions to play host to the industry of the
future, e-commerce knows no bounds.

The upset over the policing issue could now hold up the
already delayed launch of the new third generation of
mobile phone licences. The auction of these, with their
promise of speedy Internet access, could raise as much as
2 billion UKP. But that bounty will have to wait until some
compromise is sorted out over encryption security.

Clearing up the post-breakfast mess falls to Telecoms
Minister, Michael Wills, who may be finding his new patch
more taxing than his former one as a television producer. 

----------------------------------------------------------




ends

alt.support.girl-lovers                               8th March 1999
--------------------------------------------------------------------
                                                Last: 6th March 1999

          ,,,,,
        /)))))))\
       ((((((((((\
      ((_  _  )))))
      ))e) e ((((((
     (((<     ))))))
        \~     .-'-.                    
         '--.(                          88
                                        88
 ,adPPYYba,   ,adPPYba,    ,adPPYb,d8   88  
 ""     'Y8   I8[    ""   a8"    'Y88   88
 ,adPPPPP88   '"Y8ba,     8b       88   88 
 88,    ,88   aa    ]8I   "8a,   ,d88   88  
 'YYYYbbd8"   '"YbbdP"'    '"YbbdP"Y8   88
                           aa,    ,88
                            "Y8bbdP



'Aladdin Truelove' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi friends,

Just thought I'd write. It's been a while.

I'm working at a new job, and it's nice to have an income again. I may soon  
be able to throw away my aging computer and get something snappy, with a  
scanner and a CD writer and PhotoShop... Something to let me explore my  
artistic side.

  [ For the cost of buying Photoshop 5 at full retail you could 
    buy Metacreations' Painter Classic, a pressure-sensitive 
    Wacom graphics pad, a cheap scanner, _and still_ have enough 
    left over to buy a cheap CD burner :) ]

Since we are not allowed to express our feelings towards real  
flesh-and-blood people, I've been thinking a lot about the expression of  
child-love through art and photography. But the things I'd want to express,  
the work that would be most meaningful to me, could not be shown. The risk  
would be too great. I would surely lose my job because of discrimination.  
And I would need the best civil-rights lawyer to defend me, if I got  
arrested.

Graham Ovenden is an artist I greatly admire and respect. His work 
has been shown in the Tate Gallery, and the Piccadilly Gallery in 
London.  (Unfortunately, when I was there, they weren't showing 
any of it.)

Ovenden's work is very hard to find anywhere. I suppose hardly anyone wants  
to be associated with it. The only place to get it, as far as I know, is  
Alessandra's Smile. I have only seen one actual example of his work in any  
book (a collection of nudes by various artists, probably published many  
years ago, and unfortunately I did not write down the title). This painting  
consists of three panels. In one panel, a proud girl presents herself  
reclining nude on her bed. Her golden flower is parted just enough to show  
one petal.

Ovenden also takes photographs. His stunning nudes are beautiful and  
powerful in their eroticism. He was forced to fend off a number of  
investigations and allegations that they were "obscene."

   [ See UDN for more detial on the case, which I think was the
     "straw that broke the camel's back" and which led to the
     disbanding of the old Obscene Publications Squad in the UK. ]

There is lots of priceless art by geniuses like Ovenden who understand the   
sexual-emotional world of children. But most people don't understand it,  
and they just want to destroy it. We need to fight for as much freedom as we  
can. Otherwise, everything of beauty and relevance will be wiped away by  
the misguided authorities of this world.

What's more, we need a *living* culture. A culture must be capable of  
expressing itself in new ways. A collection of old panty ads is not a  
culture.

Depressed and thinking about moving to Japan,

'Aladdin Truelove'
--------------------------------------------------------------------------



'Daveboy' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

'Flickorna' wrote:
>Some people would say that it's inappropriate for a man to 
>allow a 5-year-old girl or boy to sit on his lap. Do you 
>agree with that? Do you want 'TK' to tell a pretty little 
>girl that she cannot sit on his lap because some people think 
>it's inappropriate?

That depends who else is around. When I help out at the youth 
centre, I will discourage kids from climbing on my lap if there's
another 'helper' about, but when I'm in an area on my own with a
few 'cuties', I don't object (and they get to know this, so they 
don't bother to try when there are others about!) 
.. you just gotta be sensible about these things.

--

'Sunstorm' wrote:
>Little girls seem to have a short memory. Just goes to show you, 
>they are alot more important to us than we are to them. I have 
>seen time and time again, after relationships are over, they just 
>go their merry way and we suffer. I, for one, am sick of it.

Kids have short attention spans as well... How many times have I 
just got a real fun game going (piggy-back races are a good one)
and suddenly they all run off to play with someone else :-(
But we have to 'thank God for small mercies...'

--

'mgk' wrote:
>I don't really know what to do about my desires, if I act on them,
>I could go to jail and live in pure hell. And if I don't act on 
>them, I'm in pure hell still. I really could use some advice from 
>the group. How do you love, and not truely love?

I guess for most of us, the answer is... 'FANTASY'
but... consider the following...

(A) You finally get the chance to 'do it' and you feel realy bad
    about it afterwards and end up regretting it for the rest of 
    your life.

(B) You finally get the chance to 'do it' and you turn down what
    may be the 'only chance' you'll ever get, and end up regretting
    it for the rest of your life...

Whichever way.... it sucks...!!

O.K...  I'm now going to pre-empt the question:

"So, why WOULD you feel bad about 'doing it' afterwards
and regret it for the rest of your life?"

Answer:  Because in this world, the way things are, the political
climate and the way 'the rest of the world' feels about people like
us, even though we would only be tempted to go further WITH consent
from our partner... we would automatically feel bad about it.
We're made to feel like SHIT just for falling in love with
someone else's child so I really don't think there's much hope 
for us at the moment, other than in fantasies.

Mind you, though we moan about our predicament, how many of us
would be prepared to take a pill, should one be available, that
would instantly 'cure' us ?... not me, I wouldn't have missed this 
for the world!.. so called 'normal' people just don't know what
they're missing. 8-P

So the safest way is to avoid getting into a situation that 
just 'could' turn into a potentialy dangerous opportunity
and just stick to your imagination!

--

'Lynn' wrote:
>I've been married for 23 years and love my family dearly.  
>I have three beautiful daughters - and the thought hasn't even 
>crossed my mind.  Sure I've seen them run around naked over the 
>years, and watch them develop very nicely, but I would never in 
>a million years want to interfere with them or their friends... 
>or any other kid. Looking is what I enjoy doing !!

I think you'll find most other 'married with kids' on this site
would agree with that (myself inc)

IMHO.. anyone who messes with 'their own' children is asking for 
long-term problems, (like you, it never crossed my mind either)

--

'Brother Chubba' wrote:
>PS Does anyone else in the UK think the new Captain Birds-Eye 
>is awful compared to the old "pedo" one?

Welcome Brother Chubba... YES... I DO!!

--

'The Bastard' wrote:
>I perfer to be known only as "The Bastard".  If any remember it, 
>I had an area on the web-site known as the Pedophile Liberation Front.

Hi 'Bastard'... Do YOU know what's happening over on the PLF site?
(It's Dave here) BTW.. I loved the recollection about 'A' on the bed.

As I said earlier in this post, we must be gratefull for these little
situations that we find ourselves in from time to time, and just enjoy 
them purely as a spectator, for if we ever join in (no matter how
much we WANT to)... THAT would be our downfall.  

--

'HUIO' wrote:
>We are viewed as predators upon innocent children; is it really 
>that we are searching for an innocent love, free of guilt and pain.
>I feel that what we seek is not mere physical intamacy, but emotional 
>security...a lg can never hurt us the way that older females can, 
>they have no want for revenge or gain. They ...like us... only want 
>to be loved....purely. 
>Please share your thoughts on why we are the way we are.

I would agree with that and I think this is as good a time as any
to go into my 'self analysis' mode and give the reason why I believe 'I'
turned out this way. (Maybe others might like to add to this ?)

I was bought up by my mother, my father 'left' on the day of my birth.
As my mother always drummed into us all.."He ran off with that 19y/o Slut!!"
The Slut she refered to was the "Tarted up bitch who took our Daddy away,
and left us with nothing"

As I grew up, I guess I began to see all 'Women' as the Slut and Bitch 
responsible for our predicament... especially any with short skirts and 
'Painted Up Like a Tramp!'(my mothers words)... so as soon as girls got 
into that stage of life where they began to 'Tart' themselves up and 
put on make-up, I lost interest in them.. and began to see them as a 
threat(?) Of course, I realised that was not correct as I got older, 
but, by then, my preference was set!

I should remind you all now that I'm married with a family so I was not 
some kind of ' Mummy's Boy' that got f**ked-up for life and never formed
a relationship.... but it must be said that I met my 'wife to be' when she 
was a pre-teen... and (as I've posted earlier on this group) she has never 
been into high fashion, short skirts or make-up.. so...

I believe my upbringing definitely had an effect on my sexual preference,
but I don't 'Blame' anyone for it, it's just the way I came out and
maybe there's a similar story for all of 'us perverts' if we think back
to our younger days.

--

'?' wrote:
>Well, I must tell you of an idea that I recently had!To begin, I must ask
>if you all are familiar with the "popular" inflatable sex dolls on the market 
>today. Sadly, they are unattractive and I don't think that a plastic 
>air-filled partner is very exciting.  The feel is all wrong.  Which is 
>why I hesitate to get one myself.
>
>Now, what would you chaps feel about a more life-like, realistic sex doll 
>that can look and feel more like the real thing? Perhaps if such a doll were 
>possible, they could be made for all tastes.  Blond, brunette, blue eyes, 
>brown eyes, old, young and under aged....
> <snip>

Of course it's a 'disgusting' idea... but... YES.. I too have had the same 
thoughts!

Last year I saw a picture or a (suposedly) 'Pre-Teen Doll' on a Japanese Site,
priced around $500 (if I remember correctly), it looked like a pretty good
attempt at a lg doll, but it may have just been a 'wind-up'

I bet there would be a huge demand if anyone ever had the 'balls' to market
such an item!!... you can bet y'life that, befor the authorities outlawed 
them, all those 'mealy mouthed do-gooders' would have one stashed in their 
closets!!

'Daveboy'
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

   [ Well - infaltable "sex sheep" seem to sell well enough in
     the UK and Australia! ;;))  And Wales, I suppose... ]



'Andre' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Finally I have gotten to making a movie overview once more. I hope
that this will arrive in time to give you an opportunity to see
'Andre' with a young Tina Majorino. I'm afraid it will not, in which
case 'Deep Red' (Tuesday) and 'Die Schatten werden laenger' (Friday)
seem to be most worthwhile.

Saturday, 21.06-22.51, Nederland 1: Een maand later (Netherlands,
 1987, comedy)
Two women, one a housewife with husband and three kids, the other a
single, independent journalist, trade lives for a month. Girls: **

Saturday, 0.00-1.30, ARD: The night of the hunter (USA, 1955,
 thriller) - Sally Jane Bruce (c5)
A villain tries to find out where his cell-mate, a murderer, has hidden 
his boot, but fails. Determined to get it anyway, he marries the man's
ex-wife, and tries to get the secret out of his two children, who are
the only ones who know, but have promised to keep the secret. He kills
the woman, but the children attempt to escape. Girls: ****, quality:
*****

Sunday, 13.45-15.15, BRT1: Andre (USA, 1994, family entertainment)
 - Tina Majorino (8), Aidan Pendleton
A young girl adopts a seal, but the rest of the fishing village is
not happy with that. Girls: ****1/2, quality: **

Sunday, 21.05-22.30, Veronica: Deadly invasion: the killer bee
 nightmare (USA, 1995, thriller)
The home of a California family is attacked by killer bees.

Monday, 22.15-23.45, BRT2: A good day to die (USA, 1995, drama) -
 Joanna Going
An Indian boy has grown up in a white family.

Tuesday, 9.03-10.30, ZDF: Charlotte dite 'Charlie' (France, 1995,
 drama) - Eloise Charretier
A 15 yo girl discovers that she's a lesbian.

Tuesday, 0.50-2.15, BBC1: Deep Red (USA, 1994, SF-thriller) - Lindsey
 Haun (6)
A young girl has accidentily been infected by an alien substance that
makes her immortal, and now has to be protected from a mad scientist.
Girls: ****

Friday, 20.55-22.50, Canvas (BRT2): Jane Eyre (UK, 1997, drama/romance)
 - Gemma Eglinton
Another filming of the story of an orphan girl, who becomes a governess
and falls in love with her protege's father.

Friday, 1.30-3.00, ZDF: Die Schatten werden laenger (Germany/
 Switzerland, 1961, drama)
A young woman gets a job in a home for girls.

'Andre'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Roland' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

To 'Rasputin's Dog':

I haven't been able to react to messages for a long time. I was pleased, though,
by your writing about the 'panty flashes' you often get . It makes me wonder,
and you too, no doubt, whether some of those little girls show their undies on
purpose. Are there no telltale signs, for instance a mischievous gleam in their
eyes when they watch your reaction? Can you always hide your pleasure?

I find this phenomenon endlessly fascinating : children losing their so-called
innocence and provoking grown-ups in a 'little-girlish' way.

In my opinion, this should be the limit to a 'sexual relationship' between a
child and an adult : showing and be watched, provoking and be admired, even
desired, but never touched. My therapist (a woman) told me that, in her
experience, only little girls who had sexual contacts at a too tender age,
really take the initiative and 'want' something from a man.

Most people on this mailing list are men, but they could have discussed this
subject with a woman friend they can trust. And the few women may speak from
their own experiences or from their friends'. Any reaction?

'Roland'
---------------------------------------------------------------------



'Simon' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

'Desire' wrote:
>To be honest, if I could get a guarantee that in exchange I could be
>with girls as much as I would like, I might well be willing to
>undergo a castration.

I've thought this too - that I'd be willing to give up the possibility
of ever having sex again in my life if in exchange I was able to
associate with girls freely.

'Simon'
---------------------------------------------------------------------



'Ian' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Just a thought about the current climate. We have reached the threshold 
of persecution. Tame nude youth nudist and art books, magazines, and 
videos have been on trial as porn and illegal but [generally the
prosecutions have] failed. Also, age/consent laws have been raised to 
where they will stand I believe and there have been massive amounts 
of questionable laws against sex w/children that some have infringed 
on people's rights and been struck down when people were on trial. 

EVERYthing goes in cycles! Things always start out small, grow large, 
get overdone, then get forgotten about (or at least not as popular) as a 
new thing comes along. In this case first it was child exploration. Now 
it is child explorer repression by the authorities. Eventually things 
will ease up. But in order to make them GOOD, we have to become active 
in our societies!!

So from here on out it up to us to mold our future!! 

--

By the way, there is another contest for the Olsens! This one is to meet 
them at the Great Mall of America and for this one people just need a 
partner the is 17 or younger! (enter the under 18yr old in the contest!) 
versus 12 or younger to meet them [the Olsens?] at their tv show set.

Sincerely yours, 

'Ian'
------------------------------------------------------------------------



'Mach I' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

'Lynn' wrote:
> Now having rambled on the question for me is -- am I a sick person, 
> will I ultimately develop into a "potent pedo" and how long can I 
> keep up my ritual of masturbating a minimum of 3 times a day 
> before the bloody thing falls off !!

I said in my former posts, a GL is not exclusively sexual oriented 
toward pre-teen girls. Our expectations go beyond that and, by 
definition, we are respectful and lovable to children in first place.

Many people may have this pre-existing condition in their subconscious 
and don't realize that until the day they discover this "wonderful 
parallel world."

I remember the first time I downloaded my first pictures from a 
newsgroup I couldn't believe what I discovered. I was astonished. I 
started to collect all sorts of pictures, including some porno ones. 
In a couple of months I was more familiarized with pictures of 
nude girls and could contemplate more naturally their beauty. I 
safely discarded the few items of [sexual activites-] porno stuff.

Today I am much more selective and I look for good-taste pictures, with 
a special interest in those considered "legal", like fashion, art and 
street shots (Shadetree is great).

Don't picture yourself like a "potent pedo" as a sick and perverted 
person. We're not perverted. You can fantasize whatever you want for 
your private satisfaction. You know the difference between fantasy and 
reality, don't you? These repressed desires tend to stabilize at a 
comfortable level little by little.

Unfortunately society condemns these ideas but it doesn't mean we are 
irrational or abnormal. Copernicus had to decline his discoveries about 
the earth spinning around the sun because that idea was potentially 
dangerous for the religious mentality of that time. He publicly denied 
his theory but do you think he, himself changed his mind?

Take care

'Mach I'
--------------------------------------------------------------------



'n.s. aristoff' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

'Desire' writes:
>Certainly, at the moment things do not look like they will change
>except for the worse. And there's a good chance that the next few
>years that will remain the case. But one day, maybe in 5 years, maybe
>in 10, society will be tired of pedophobia, and find another group to 
>scapegoat. In 20 years, the present hateful-laws may have turned into
>paper tigers. In 50 years, children's sexual liberation, and with it
>the acceptance of pedophile relationships, may have become the goal
>of a movement that is supported by a large section of society. And in
>100 years, people may look back at these times and wonder how people
>could ever have been so crazy as to hold the current witch-hunt.

Without quibbling over your examples (which on the
issue of black 'liberation' is hardly reassuring), I
admire your blind faith in the goodness of humanity
to overcome not merely generations, but eons of evolutionary 
history in a scan 50 to 100 years.

--

'Michele' wrote:
>I have been reading this list faithfully for the past two years or more.  
>I've even written a couple of times to introduce myself to the group, 
>but neither of my messages were posted.  I finally decided that Ianthe 
>doesn't believe that a 24 year old bisexual female could possibly be 
>attracted to young girls.  I know there are alot of other women out 
>there in the world who are, but it appears that being a female LGL is 
>even more taboo in today's society than it is to be a male LGL.  I wish 
>I were wrong, but it appears to be so... even amongst a group of 
>little-girl-lovers like yourselves.

Why not write something for Uncommon Desires Newsletter?
The new issue will be available on line next week (printing
a few weeks later).  People continue to misunderstand sexual
attraction - your contribution could only help remedy the
situation.

'n.s. aristoff'
--------------------------------------------------------------------



'oskar' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Just "checking in".

Recently on television in the us they aired a remake of Alice in 
Wonderland starring Tina Majorino (sp?). I taped it, but have yet to 
see it. Just wondering if anyone else saw it or had any thoughts on 
it.

An intersting web site I found you all might be intersted in. 
It's new, and called 'Infatuations'. It asked for submissions 
(written) on different subjects in that category. It's simple 
and well done. 

http://www.members.xoom.com/infatuations

I think it's worth looking at at least.

that's all for now,

'O'
-------------------------------------------------------------------




Advert:
============================================
http://www.alessandrasmile.com
 Alessandra's Smile, an established USA 
 mail-order catalog of legal books & videos.
============================================


ends

alt.support.girl-lovers                           8th March 1999 (1)
--------------------------------------------------------------------
                                                Last: 8th March 1999

          ,,,,,
        /)))))))\
       ((((((((((\
      ((_  _  )))))
      ))e) e ((((((
     (((<     ))))))
        \~     .-'-.                    
         '--.(                          88
                                        88
 ,adPPYYba,   ,adPPYba,    ,adPPYb,d8   88  
 ""     'Y8   I8[    ""   a8"    'Y88   88
 ,adPPPPP88   '"Y8ba,     8b       88   88 
 88,    ,88   aa    ]8I   "8a,   ,d88   88  
 'YYYYbbd8"   '"YbbdP"'    '"YbbdP"Y8   88
                           aa,    ,88
                            "Y8bbdP

  [ Press cuttings round-up ]

* Australia: _Punitive new code will censor the web_
* UK: _12 year olds to be locked up_
* Australia: _Woman school teacher charged over two-year affair with boy_
* Security alert!! ** Important Windows 98 security-issue **
* Europe: _NO KIND OF HERO:  Marcel Vervloesem claimed he cracked a
child pornography ring. But should we believe him?_
* UK: _The paedophile that haunts our imagination_


Australia: draconian new measures to censor the web:
----------------------------------------------------------

8th March 1999

_Net-rights watchdog slams code of practice_
 
Australia's cyber-rights watchdog has lashed out at the new
internet industry code of practice, claiming that the code
will impose more censorship on the internet than
the law it was meant to circumvent.
 
Electronic Frontiers Australia said yesterday that the
Internet Industry Association's code of practice, already 
signed by OzEmail and Telstra, would be unworkable for 
smaller internet service providers, and would expose 
the internet industry to more liability than proposed 
internet censorship laws. 

The IIA has promoted the voluntary code as an alternative
to strict government regulation of the internet, and has
proposed that the Government provide indemnity from
prosecution for internet providers that follow the code's
guidelines covering such issues as children's access to
adult material.

But according to EFA chairman Mr Kimberley Heitman the code
of conduct was actually worse than direct government
intervention, because the Government had softened its line
by indicating that ISPs wouldn't be liable for content that
passed through their sites.

Under the code of conduct, ISPs and internet content
providers will be required to remove material from their
sites if a government authority deems the material is
unsuitable for publication.

The EFA is concerned with the implications of the code for
the ordinary users who make up the bulk of Internet usage.
"The code requires Web page developers to censor, label, or
password-protect any material that is 'unsuitable for
children'", Heitman explained. "This will have a chilling
effect on freedom of expression, especially for ordinary
users who cannot afford legal advice or content
classification by expert services." 

One of the most contentious parts of the code is the
banning of links from Web pages to illegal material.
Publishing the titles or locations of banned films and
books is perfectly legal offline, says the EFA. 

"The Code requires ISPs to abide by an advertising code of
practice that is not yet available, and government
regulations on prices and conditions that are not yet
written. It will be administered by a government department
that does not yet have the necessary legislative powers,"
said Heitman. 

But Mr Heitman said there was no need for such guidelines,
because "everything that needs to be illegal is already
banned" under some other law that could be applied to the
internet as easily as to any other medium.

In any event, attempts by the IIA to somehow regulate
content on the internet were futile, because most of the
content the IIA would wish to control was coming from
outside Australia and so outside of the jurisdiction of
either IIA codes or Australian law, he said.

The only way to control children's access to adult material
on the internet was to educate parents to properly
supervise their children's web browsing, he said.

The code had also promoted the PICS censorship scheme, 
devised in the US, for classifying the content of 
web pages.

Yet PICS had no basis in Australian law and would be
unworkable here, Mr Heitman said.

Responding to the EFA's criticisms, IIA chairman Mr Patrick
Fair said that the code of practice was still being
"tweaked", and indeed references to PICS were being removed
because they were too technology specific.

However, there was still a real threat that the Government
would try to censor the internet, and it was up to the
industry to regulate itself before government did in a
heavy handed fashion, Mr Fair said. 

---------------------------------------------------------------




UK: attack on paedophile's rights continues to be paralleled by
attack on children's rights:
---------------------------------------------------------------

8th March 1999

JACK STRAW will today announce details of a multi-million-pound 
drive to cut youth crime by giving courts the power to lock up 
children as young as 12.

 The measures, to be announced by the Home Secretary at a
London conference, are aimed at cutting the rising level of
crime by 10 to 17-year-olds.

 Mr Straw will use today's conference, entitled
Catching them Early, to herald a change in the law that
will allow 12 to 15-year-olds to be sent by the courts to
local authority secure accommodation. At present, courts
have the power to remand young offenders into the care of
the local authority, but the council itself must then
decide whether the child should be in secure accommodation.
If so, the authority must apply for a court order.

 Under the new arrangements, courts will be able to speed
up the process by sending an offender straight into secure
accommodation.

----------------------------------------------------------




Australia: I don't normally have "individual cases" news
here, but this seems unusual enough to merit inclusion:
-----------------------------------------------------------

9th March 1999

A WOMAN PRIMARY school teacher will face 16 child indecency
charges after allegedly having a two-year affair with
one of her students.

The male student was believed to have been 11 when the
relationship started. 

Police will allege the woman, 27, showered with the boy.

The alleged affair ended early last month when the woman's
ex-boyfriend informed authorities and education officials
obtained stolen love letters the woman wrote to the boy, 
now 13. 

Education Queensland cautioned the woman last year after it
received allegations that she was having a "inappropriate"
relationship with the boy at a regional Queensland school. 
At the time the department did not have enough evidence to
take the matter further. 

Police from Taskforce Argos interviewed the woman last
month and charged her with indecent dealing. 

She will be charged with a further 14 counts of indecent
dealing and one count of permitting indecent dealing when
she appears in a regional Queensland magistrates court this
morning.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Security alert!! ** Important Windows 98 security-issue **
-----------------------------------------------------------

3/8/99

_Microsoft To Fix Windows Opening To Privacy Problem_
        
NEW YORK (AP) -- Microsoft will modify its Windows 98
operating system to eliminate a problem that could make
personal information available to hackers or unauthorized
persons, The New York Times reported Sunday.

Microsoft said the problem is created by a unique
identifying number used for registration of Windows
programs and other Microsoft products that was designed to
help Microsoft support employees help users diagnose
problems.

The Windows registration number is tied to an individual's
name, to identifying numbers on the person's computer
hardware and to documents the user creates. Microsoft said
the combination of the Windows number with all these data
could result in the ability to track a single user and the
documents the person created across vast computer
networks, the Times said.

Hackers could compromise the resulting database, or
subpoenas might allow authorities to gain access to
information that would otherwise remain private and
unavailable, the newspaper said.

"We're definitely sensitive to any privacy concerns,"
Robert Bennett, Microsoft's group product manager for
Windows, told the Times. "The software was not supposed to
send this information unless the computer user checked a
specific option."

----------------------------------------------------------

  [ Check that check-box!! ]




Background feature on last summer's lurid "paedophile ring"
allegations in Europe, exposing the truth:
----------------------------------------------------------

_NO KIND OF HERO:  Marcel Vervloesem claimed he cracked a
child pornography ring. But should we believe him?_

                THIS IS A STORY about how one Belgian man
single-handedly cracked an international child pornography
ring. Or at least, it appears to be. 

The story goes like this: 9 June this year, and two men meet 
in Amsterdam. One is Robbie Van Der Planken, 23, a veteran 
of the local sex industry who started working in an Amsterdam 
boy brothel at the age of 12. The other is Marcel Vervloesem, 
a 46-year-old Belgian who heads the so-called Morkhoven Action 
Group, whose avowed aim is 'to look for missing persons and to
defend people who are discriminated against in the broadest
sense of the word, using any means necessary'. Vervloesem
is searching for a boy who disappeared in Berlin in 1993,
and who he believes is now working in an Amsterdam brothel.
He thinks Robbie may be able to help him with his
investigation. Unknown to Robbie, Vervloesem is not alone.
Other members of the Action Group are covertly watching the
meeting. And they've noticed something odd - a stranger
taking pictures. So they follow him, all the way to his
home in the seaside town of Zandvoort. His name is
Gerrit-Jan Ulrich and he's a 49-year-old computer salesman.
He's also Robbie's longtime lover. Vervloesem approaches
Ulrich and tells him about his investigation. 

Two days later, Ulrich calls the Belgian late at night and 
invites him over to his flat. When they meet, Ulrich apparently
tells Vervloesem that he is at the centre of an
international child pornography network. In his flat he has
five computers hooked up to phone lines on which he runs a
gay bulletin-board service called Apollo. Punters dial up, pay
a fee and can then gain access to tens of thousands of
illegal photographs. He gives Vervloesem a computer disk
containing 9,000 pictures, together with other disks which
contain the names and bank details of Apollo customers from
all over the world. Why he suddenly chooses to come clean
is uncertain. Ulrich is suffering from AIDS and has only
months to live. Vervloesem believes he wants to leave the
network and start a new life. He also reckons Ulrich feels
threatened by other members of the network and is looking
for protection. The next Vervloesem hears from Ulrich is
when he telephones from Lyons. He and Robbie have fled
together on a motorbike and are on their way to Italy.
Ulrich says he'll give Vervloesem more material when he
gets back to Holland - he's got a secret store under the
floorboards in his living room. A few days later, on 20
June, Ulrich's body is found in a forest near Pisa. He's
been shot several times and Robbie has been arrested by
Italian police as the chief suspect. 

Two days later, the Dutch police inform Ulrich and Robbie's 
families what has happened, and on 26 June they go to Ulrich's 
flat, together with his sister-in-law and a friend. The lights 
are on, and a computer is running. When the screensaver is 
deactivated, the screen shows an image of child pornography. 
The women get the impression that the police are unconcerned, 
so next day they go back to the flat with Vervloesem. They 
force the door open; minutes later the police arrive. Vervloesem
flees and the two women are detained. Later he informs the
police about the secret stash and on 28 June they return to
the flat, carry out a thorough search, and find computer
records under the floorboards, including a list of 300
names which is said to amount to an international Who's Who
of suspected paedophiles. The Dutch police ask their
Belgian counterparts to question Vervloesem formally. They
search his flat and take away a computer. Vervloesem is led
away screaming that he has been illegally arrested.
Eventually he agrees to hand over his material to the Dutch
and Belgian police in return for a pledge that there will
be a thorough, multinational police investigation. 

And then journalists come from all over the world to Marcel
Vervloesem's modest council house in the small village of
Morkhoven east of Antwerp to be told how he has cracked
'one of the most extensive and violent child pornography
rings ever discovered', as The Guardian put it. 'We've
been fighting the police for years, but now this means our
work has not been for nothing,' says Vervloesem, basking in
his new-found fame. 

In Germany, Chancellor Helmut Kohl immediately orders a 
nationwide offensive aimed at fighting child porn on the 
Internet. Austria, which currently holds the EU presidency, 
calls for action by the whole of Europe.

It's a stunning victory for the little action group, who
with scant resources have shown up the Belgian and Dutch
police forces. Well, that's the story that was reported.

The truth, however, is a little more complicated. 


WHEN Marcel Vervloesem said he had been fighting the police 
for years, he was referring to the work of the Morkhoven group,
which has feuded with the authorities constantly. Set up in
1990, the group at first focused on causes such as access
rights for wheelchair users. Its methods have involved
spectacular stunts aimed at attracting media attention. 

On one occasion Vervloesem invited TV crews to a local police
station, promising he was going to turn it into a pigsty.
When the cameras turned up and he was asked where the pigs
were, he replied, 'They're all here, but they're wearing
uniforms.' 

Vervloesem's battles with the police earlier in his 
life, however, had received considerably less publicity, 
until the Belgian weekly news magazine Knack decided 
to investigate his past following the events of
June. What they discovered was a long history of criminal
activity and recidivism. Vervloesem's record goes back to
the Seventies. In November 1979, the criminal court in
Antwerp found him guilty of the following charges:
housebreaking, forgery, fraud, extortion, criminal assault
on a minor and attempted arson. As a result he was forced
to spend time in a psychiatric institution, setting a
pattern that was to be repeated several times. In 1982 he
was in trouble again, this time for setting up an illegal
ambulance service with his common-law wife Elvira. It's
said the main use to which he put his ambulance was to go
shopping, making full use of the siren and flashing lights.

In March 1985, he was found guilty of bouncing cheques to
the tune of 96,000 Belgian francs (about pounds 1,650) as
well as fraud relating to unemployment benefit. More time
in a psychiatric institution followed. Out on probation, he
set up a company to help people with problems of a social
or material nature. This involved charging them a fee for
writing letters of complaint to the European Court of Human
Rights. In 1986, he was convicted of threatening behaviour,
fraud and staging a bomb hoax. In July 1989, when he was
finally released, a confidential report by the psychiatric
service described Vervloesem as a 'fantasist' and stated
that he would 'probably always display unpredictable
behaviour'. 

You could say that all this is history and has no bearing 
on Vervloesem's work with the Morkhoven Action Group. 
However, his most recent conviction is considerably
more pertinent. Last April, he was convicted of extortion
by the criminal court in Dendermonde and sentenced to two
years in prison. One of the reasons the court gave for its
decision was that 'the defendant keeps abusing what are the
essentially worthwhile objectives of the Morkhoven Action
Group'. The case goes back to 1991, when Vervloesem was
asked by a gay man in his twenties to recover some nude
pictures of him from his former lover in the small town of
St Niklaas. Vervloesem went to the man's house and demanded
them, but at the same time, as the court was later to hear,
he also demanded 120,000BF (about pounds 2,000) which was
reluctantly handed over. The man then later told the
police. Vervloesem has appealed against his conviction and
the new hearing is due to take place in a few weeks' time.

Sitting in the front room of Vervloesem's house, I asked
him about the extortion charge. Speaking in Flemish through
an interpreter, he told me the accusation was false and
compared his case to that of the Guildford Four. The people
at the top in the Justice Department knew he was innocent,
he told me. It was a grave miscarriage of justice. When it
all comes out, there will be enormous political
consequences. 'The government has already failed the people
once. If they fail again this time, there will be a
political crisis,' he said. When I asked Vervloesem why
the Belgian authorities should want to obstruct his
investigations, as he claims, he replied: 'It has to do
with certain people at high levels who need to be
protected.' In the current atmosphere of distrust following
the Dutroux affair, there are many who are happy to believe 
him. As one Belgian journalist told me, 'The justice department 
in general and the magistrates in particular have lost so
much authority that people like Vervloesem are given a platform.' 

A PERIPHERAL figure in the extortion case against Vervloesem
was the Dutch owner of a gay bar called the Gayata in the
small town of Temse, not far from St Niklaas. The man was
also suspected by police of sending teenage boys to
Holland to act in porn films. In preparing his defence,
Vervloesem was allowed access to the file giving details of
their investigation. It described how in 1992 they had
raided a gay party in Waalre at which guests were watching
child pornography videos and engaging in sex with minors.
Present at the party were Robbie Van Der Planken, Lothar
Gandolf and a certain 'Norbert DR' from Temse. The police
discovered that Norbert DR was not only a collector of
underage pornography but had also made several short porn
films with teenage boys on the Portuguese island of
Madeira in 1991. Vervloesem was quick to jump to
conclusions. He made a link between the Madeira films and
what he called the 'Temse network' which he claimed sent
underage boys to Holland. Furthermore, the presence of the
German Gandolf and the Dutchman Van Der Planken at the
party in Waalre added another dimension. Suddenly the
network was extending all over the world. 'Internet child
porn, kidnapping of children, sale of children' is how he
describes this sinister international network. 'Babies who
get raped, children who are tied down and abused. Not the
same as the usual child-porn milieu. What we are dealing
with here are very serious cases indeed, where there is no
respect for the children whatsoever and a child can be
kidnapped from a street corner.' 

However, the police investigation of the so-called 'Temse 
network' found that all the boys involved were over 16 and 
were properly paid for their work. Christian Dufour, the 
local prosecutor in the town of Dendermonde who is currently investigating the
Madeira case, told me: 'I know that Mr 
Vervloesem pretends there is a Temse network. The only 
thing I know is that Norbert DR a few years ago had contacts 
with other people who were in the business of pornography. 
But a network? I'm not so sure.' 'There's no reason why 
Norbert DR, having been involved in the Madeira tapes, is 
part of some other network just because he was in Waalre when 
the police raided the party,' a Belgian journalist told me. 
'It's all more complicated than Vervloesem would like it to 
be. He's like a juggler with documents and disks and names 
and facts. He jumbles everything up.' Vervloesem's discovery
that Robbie Van Der Planken was associated with the
gay bulletin board in Zandvoort is for him the final proof of
an international network linking Madeira and Temse to
Holland, Germany and beyond. However, his detractors
believe that his motive in making such grand claims is
simply to boost his chances when his case goes to appeal.
'He could divert attention from his own case by focusing on
such a major case,' a journalist told me. 'He wants to
prove he is the good guy who has been exposing networks and
things like that.' At present, neither the Belgian police
nor their Dutch counterparts are willing to comment on the
progress of their investigations into the material which
Vervloesem has provided. 

However, the German police have said that the pictures to 
which they have been given access in their own investigation 
are several years old. The unofficial word is that the same 
applies to the pictures in the possession of the Belgian 
and Dutch police, and this would not be surprising. Most of 
the pictures found on such bulletin boards are duplicated 
on many other similar sites and can date back decades. 'For 
sure, the pictures show people having sex with small children, 
but how old is this material?' says Marc Helsen, a reporter 
on the daily newspaper Het Nieuwsblad who has reported on 
Vervloesem's activities for some years. 'Some specialists say 
it's 10 years old and has been copied over and over and over
again, which means the people in Holland were just copying 
the pictures. The question is whether there were films and
photographs being made in the last couple of years.' 

So far, it seems that all Vervloesem has uncovered is a
gay bulletin board which had some images of underage boys. 
This is, of course, something for which he should be
congratulated, but it is still a long way from an
international conspiracy by paedophiles to kidnap children
and exploit them against their will.

'Vervloesem triggered the investigation, and you have to give 
him credit for that,' says Helsen. 'But then he withheld the 
evidence from the Belgian police. The trouble with Mr 
Vervloesem is that he kind of likes publicity and all the 
attention he gets and it tends to steer his actions. There 
are questions about his reliability, and his methods.' 

'So is he a hero?' I asked. 

'Oh not at all, no,' he replied, and laughed. !

---------------------------------------------------------------


UK:
----------------------------------------------------------------

_The paedophile that haunts our imagination_
  
PAEDOPHILIA hysteria is sweeping the country. Child killers are on the
loose. Perverts are everywhere. In terraces and housing estates across the
land, vigilante groups are being formed, a righteous citizens' army armed
with placards and pickaxe handles to repulse the monsters among us.

The anger itself is natural, when there are sexual predators who kill on the
loose, and when the law has been unable to keep them locked up. But there
are very few such sex-murderers and no evidence that paedophilia is more
prevalent now than before. There are child prostitutes on the streets of
London; but so there were in Edwardian times. From Cleland to Walter to
Laurie Lee, literary evidence and anecdotage suggests a small but persistent
group whose sexuality becomes locked in early experiences and who then
interfere with children.

But what we have now is a combination of a sex-obsessive culture and, within
it, the high-profile 'paedophilia thing'. You see this, usefully compacted,
in the tabloid coverage of the awful Sidney Cooke, a man who should never
have been released.

On page two of Monday's Daily Star we get: 'Let 'em rot... Perverts could
be caged forever'. Barely a centimetre away the paper proudly displays
'Plumber's mate Amanda' and her 'impressive domes'. Mildly tasteless? The
Sun ran its attack on 'filthy beast' Cooke a page after ogling cheerfully at
naked 'hairdresser Jodie Shaw, 18' and a few pages before an Ulrika Jonsson
interview in which she poses in bondage gear and boasts: 'I've got no
knickers on!'

There's all the difference in the world between a child killer and
suggestive interviews or soft-core modelling. But the border between
celebrated adult sexuality and the despised perversion of underage sexuality
is being constantly blurred and redrawn. The tabloids are an easy target.
But more generally, we fiddle with these categories, knowing that they are
not quite as easy as we like to pretend.

I found it interesting, for instance, that the child-killer Cooke, in his
prison letters, uses the same sickly euphemisms that can be found in the
average mainstream kiss-and-tell bonking story - 'fun and games... I
needed someone to cuddle up to... loving games ...' Another example
would be Lolita the film, and the use of traditionally lush and romantic
cinema techniques to describe a paedophile romance. Or the painter Balthus,
now elderly and revered, whose painstaking and conservative art can be found
in many coffee-table books... but whose paintings of young girls are
quite clearly paedophile fantasies.

Admittedly, this has been a difficult border to police for ages. The
Victorians and Edwardians displayed paintings of boys which would now be
considered highly suspect. A colleague notes that in the catalogue of the
new Victoria & Albert Museum exhibition of posters, there's a pre- First
World War shot of an Underground station which shows a Pears soap poster of
a naked seven-year-old girl - something we wouldn't tolerate today, when
family beach snaps are censored.

Coming forward in time, it was possible for paedophile leaders to be openly
interviewed on Newsnight 20 years ago; and that wouldn't be possible now,
either.

What is beyond doubt, though, is that today's culture is both obsessed with
paedophilia and also obsessed with young sexuality. The use of ever
younger-looking models for fashion shots - see, most recently, the waif-
like and hairless creatures posing for Calvin Klein - and the enthusiasm of
mainstream newspapers for young nude models are examples. Something very odd
is going on.

On the one hand, we have murderous paedophilia regarded as modern plague
when there is absolutely no evidence for this. The number of children killed
by strangers has barely changed since reliable records started being
collated 25 years ago. And if, as everyone seems to agree, paedophiles have
mostly been abused as children themselves, then the closures of bad
children's homes after recent scandals, and the spread of social work
intervention, ought to mean less of it in the future, not more.

In terms of numbers of active paedophiles we may now be the victims of that
same post-war secrecy, institutionalism and blindness to abuse that was part
of a period we hark back to as a golden age of innocence.

And yet it was innocent compared to the explicit physical images and
language that reigns today. There is less hidden abuse, probably, but there
is also less nuance, less shadowiness, in discussions of sex. Is that
necessarily an advance for civilisation? I wonder whether in a century's
time, historians will look back with amusement at the 'sex craze of the late
twentieth century' as a weird social phenomenon, on a par with the Dutch
tulip mania of the seventeenth century.

If sexual gratification is a new and apparently uncomplicated human right,
celebrated everywhere, can we wonder that paedophiles start using the
language of free speech, rights and liberation - as the Paedophile
Information Exchange did in the ferment of the 1970s sexual revolution?
In a world where most sexual taboos have fallen, in which the actress Emma
Thompson's alleged lesbian fling barely merits a raised eyebrow, and in
which sado-masochism is treated by publishers as a cheerily wholesome hobby,
on a par with gardening and basket-weaving, paedophilia is almost the last
wholly unacceptable perversion.

Dea Birkett, whose film on paedophilia, The Devil Amongst Us, caused a
furore recently, says that because of more general permissiveness, and the
disappearance of old taboos, 'we have to clamp down on that last thing, and
say 'hold on'. As a result, you get paedophilia inevitably blown out of
proportion.'

She is right: we have now come close to the situation where paedophilia
cannot be rationally discussed as the relatively modest social problem it
is, requiring medical intervention and secure accommodation - but starts to
seem like a lurid mass nightmare in a land stalked by satanists and
murderers and in which the intensity of public rage actually makes things
worse.

We have convinced ourselves that 'they' are everywhere, in scout troops, 
schools, any institution involving children. If we root them out, there's 
nowhere for them to live. We don't want to pay to keep them in police 
cells. But if they try to leave, we'll have their guts for garters. If 
you were a paedophile, driven by strong desires, would this make you more 
furtive and dangerous, or less? Would be likelier to seek help? 

Columnists are supposed to have neat answers and I don't. But I do think we
have become a sex-obsessed people, who regard arousal as almost always
virtuous or healthy, and restraint as unhealthy. And I wonder whether the
extreme sexual selfishness of paedophilia, which turns vulnerable people
into mere objects of gratification, holds a distorted mirror up to our wider
sex culture. And perhaps that's where the hysteria is born.

---------------------------------------------------------------------
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  [ Press cuttings round-up ]

* UK: NoW reporter and NCIS officer accused of corruption
* Australia: "Terror" campaign targets child abuse counsellors
* UK: Tough sentences not the answer, say researchers
* UK: Electronic tagging of children planned
* USA: ACLU Urges Caution on Juvenile Justice
* USA: Witness urges commitment to mental facility
* USA: 'Innocent Images' and US Customs statistics
* Canada: Police will track pardoned pedophiles
* USA: Sting or Stung? - Local Gay Reporter on Trial
* New Zealand: Communique



UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

10 Mar 1999

_Reporter and intelligence officer accused of corruption_

The chief crime reporter of the News of the World, Neville
Thurlbeck, was charged yesterday by Hertfordshire police
with corruption and criminal conspiracy.  A 52-year-old 
police officer has also been charged with criminal 
conspiracy.

Detective Constable Richard Farmer had been working 
on secondment at the elite National Criminal Intelligence 
Service when he was returned to his local Hertfordshire 
force with a report from the NCIS Director-General.

The Hertfordshire force investigated reports of stolen
documents. In October, Mr Thurlbeck was arrested at his
home in New Malden and later released on police bail. 

Mr Thurlbeck, 37, was charged with an offence under the
Prevention of Corruption Act and one count of criminal
conspiracy.

The detective, who lives in Bedfordshire, was charged last
Friday with criminal conspiracy. Both men are to appear at
Mid Herts magistrates' court in St Albans on 12 April. 

----------------------------------------------------------

  [ Seems like the recent January 99 report by Her 
    Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary on Child
    Protection was correct when it "blamed police and 
    probation staff for leaking details about sex
    offenders to the media".]


Australia:
----------------------------------------------------------

_"Terror" campaign targets child abuse counsellors_

14th March 99

Members of a State Health Department child abuse
counselling team believe they have been the target 
of an organised campaign of home burglaries, car 
break-ins, prowlers, harassing phone calls and death
threats since the group was formed eight months ago.

The team's manager, who received death threats, and
another worker are on stress leave. The manager and 
her son have had to leave their home.

The team, formed as part of the Government's response to
the Wood Royal Commission, counsels children and families
involved in cases of child abuse. It is part of the 
South West Sydney Area Health Service based at Liverpool 
Hospital.

Since last July, 11 of the 13 team members have allegedly 
been subjected to home or car break-ins or attempted 
break-ins, prowlers or harassing phone calls on home and 
mobile phones in a pattern they believe is not a 
coincidence. 

The team members have told their local MPs that what 
they are experiencing is "real and horrible" and has 
affected them and possibly their clients. The staff 
are feeling "apprehension, anxiety and fear", the 
correspondence says.

It is believed that the team, known as the Child
Protection Family Service, is angry with management's 
slow response to their fears.

This prompted them to approach their local MP, the 
Police Minister, Mr Whelan, their union, the Health 
Research Employees' Association, and to complain to
the Ombudsman.

The attacks began soon after the team manager made a 
formal notification of child abuse to the Department 
of Community Services. It is believed it involved 
allegations of pedophilia against an employee of the 
health service.

Following the notification, the manager's home was 
burgled and computer disks with the names and phone
numbers of her staff taken. Shortly afterwards, several 
team members had break-ins.

Highly confidential client files, computer disks and 
other information have also gone missing from the office.

The area health management has upgraded security at the
office, including video surveillance. But it is not
convinced that the attacks on homes and cars are related 
to the team's work.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

12th March 99
       
_Tough sentences not the answer, say researchers_

Tough sentencing policies do not deter criminals from
committing crime, according to research published by
Cambridge University academics.
 
Criminal experts commissioned by the Home Office said there
was little evidence to link locking criminals up for longer
with a drop in the crime rate.
 
The report flies in the face of arguments that the current
falling crime rate is directly linked to tougher sentencing
policies which have seen the number of prisoners behind
bars soar.

------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Electronic tagging of children planned_

Electronic tagging devices are to be fitted to children as
young as 10 under proposals being considered by the Home
Secretary, Jack Straw. 

The controversial plan to introduce child tagging
nationally has been drawn up by the Government's Youth
Justice Board in response to an anticipated explosion in
the number of young people being locked up by the courts. 

The board yesterday presented Mr Straw with a 50-page
report on juveniles in custody, which predicts that the
numbers of such youngsters will increase by 1,564 to 4,275
by the year 2003, a rise of 58 per cent. 

It also proposes that girls should be mixed with boys in a
planned new network of child jails. 

Tagging for those aged 10 to 15 would aim to keep
youngsters off the streets by imposing strict curfew
conditions, in line with court orders. The idea is being
piloted in Norfolk and Greater Manchester. 

A Youth Justice Board spokeswoman said that the
child-tagging projects would be fully evaluated next year.
No obvious flaws have emerged though some fears remain
about how such devices are viewed in the school playground.
"We don't know whether a tag is seen as a stigma or a badge
of honour," she said. 

In Greater Manchester, 50 children aged between 10 and 15
have been given electronic tags, monitored by the private
firm Securicor Custodial Services. They are worn to school 
and throughout the day and become active during the hours 
of curfew, triggering an alarm if the child leaves home.

Harry Fletcher, of the National Association of Probation
Officers, said that the idea was flawed.

He said: "What you have got is unruly children who
invariably come from undisciplined families. To work, it
will need the parents to exert influence over the child,
which it appears they are not able to do." The plans to mix
girls and boys in secure units also raised serious concerns
among penal reformers.

Frances Crook, director of the Howard League, said: "Most
of these girls are highly vulnerable."

------------------------------------------------------------


USA:
------------------------------------------------------------

_ACLU Urges Caution on Juvenile Justice_

Wednesday, March 10, 1999

WASHINGTON -- As members of the House of Representatives 
held hearings today on reforming our nation's juvenile 
justice system, the American Civil Liberties Union called 
on Congress not to let its zeal to appear tough on crime 
lead to slapdash "solutions" destined to fail.

"With juvenile crime declining for the fourth year in a row, 
now is not the time for radical changes that may eventually 
create more problems than they fix," said Rachel King, 
Legislative Counsel for the ACLU.

Among the topics addressed at the hearings before a Judiciary 
Committee panel was expanding prosecutors' power to move 
juveniles into the adult court system without judicial review, 
which is required under current law. The ACLU and other groups 
sharply criticize this proposed change, charging that 
prosecuting youths as adults increases the likelihood that 
they will commit another crime after their release.

As an example of the dangers of prosecutorial discretion, 
the ACLU pointed to the case of a Florida prosecutor who 
charged as an adult a mentally disabled 15-year-old who 
stole $2 for food. As a result the boy, Anthony Laster, 
was charged with strong-arm robbery, which is punishable 
by life in prison, and extortion, punishable by 30 years 
in prison.

This year's debate on juvenile justice began earlier in
the session with the introduction of legislation (S 254) 
by Senators Orrin Hatch, R-UT, Jeff Sessions, R-AL, and
Mike DeWine, R-OH.

An ACLU review of the Sessions legislation has uncovered 
some troubling provisions:

* It would reverse a century long practice of attempting 
to rehabilitate youthful offenders. Particularly troubling 
is a provision that would open juvenile court records, making 
them accessible to schools and future employers, effectively 
preventing any efforts at reform.

* It urges the states to prosecute children as young as 
10-years-old as adults.

* It would remove the requirement that states receiving 
federal funds address disproportionate rates of black 
youths imprisoned in detention facilities.

* It would lift important protections that keep juveniles 
from having contact with adult offenders. Current law 
requires complete "sight and sound separation."

------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Witness urges commitment to mental facility_

March 9, 1999

Waukesha -- A twice-convicted child molester from 
Waukesha should be committed indefinitely in a mental
health facility because he is a sexual predator who
continues to be attracted to adolescent males, a
psychologist has testified.

Edward W. Barborich, 38, should not be released from 
prison even though he has served his maximum sentence 
because he poses a serious risk of molesting more 
children, psychologist Thaddeus Garlewski testified.

Garlewski testified Friday during a hearing to determine
whether probable cause exists that Barborich is a sexual
predator who could be committed for further sexual offender
treatment.

Assistant District Attorney Ralph Ramirez filed a petition
to have Barborich committed shortly before Barborich was
scheduled to be released from prison, where he has served
nine years for molesting a 14-year-old boy in 1989. 

Garlewski said Barborich told him in December that he has
fantasized about young males since he was a child. 
He said after meeting with Barborich for five hours in
December and reviewing his records, he believed Barborich
was a pedophile with an anti-social personality disorder. 

Assistant State Public Defender Nicholas Bokas objected to
Garlewski's findings and said the psychologist was not
qualified to render such an opinion.

Garlewski admitted he had only undergone three days of 
formal training in sex predator evaluations before 
evaluating Barborich. 

The psychologist also said this was the first time he 
had testified in court and rendered an opinion in a 
sexual predator case. 

Circuit Judge Joseph Wimmer ruled, however, that 
Garlewski was qualified as an expert witness.

Wimmer ordered the hearing to continue May 14.

-------------------------------------------------------------



USA statistics:
-------------------------------------------------------------

The FBI started a clearinghouse program in 1995 called
Innocent Images to catch pedophiles.  From 1994 to 
March 1, 1999, Innocent Images has accounted for 264 
arrests, 255 convictions and 273 indictments, said FBI 
Special Agent Peter Gulotta in Baltimore, where Innocent 
Images is based.  In fiscal [year] 1998, [US] Customs 
reported 228 child pornography arrests and 226 convictions.

-------------------------------------------------------------



Canada:
-------------------------------------------------------------

13th March 1999
 
_Police will track pardoned pedophiles_
 
_Records will stay in national database_

The federal government plans to introduce legislation
Monday to prevent pardoned child molesters from working
with children.

Solicitor General Lawrence MacAulay's proposed changes to
the Criminal Records Act would ensure sex offenders do 
not attain coaching jobs or other positions of trust by 
obscuring their criminal records with an official pardon.

Currently, the record of a pedophile who has been pardoned
does not show up on the Canadian Police Information Centre,
a computer database used to check criminal histories. 

Under Mr. MacAulay's bill, a notation would appear beside
the pardoned sex offender's name. 

During the past two decades, the National Parole Board 
has granted pardons to about 450 sex offenders annually.

A pardon seals the criminal record of people who have
demonstrated they are now law-abiding citizens. It doesn't
erase the conviction, but requires federal agencies to keep
the record in a separate file. A pardon can make it easier
to get a job or travel abroad.

-------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
-------------------------------------------------------------

_Cyber Patrol Lets Chat Info Slip Out_

March 12th 1999

The Learning Company, maker of the leading child 
censor software program Cyber Patrol, is working to fix 
a bug that could let children easily bypass blocking 
software and divulge personal information to strangers.

The bug cripples Cyber Patrol's ChatGard feature, 
designed to prevent children from divulging personal 
information about themselves to strangers. ChatGard 
lets users configure Cyber Patrol to block out 
telephone numbers and e-mail addresses. 

The feature is popular with parents who are frightened 
that their children will divulge identifying information 
to pedophiles.

An unspecified portion of the 5 million copies of Cyber
Patrol currently in use are affected by the bug.

PC World staff found that the ChatGard feature can be 
easily crippled, allowing any text to be sent via 
e-mail, chat rooms, or any text field.

A software technician at The Learning Company says it has
had similar problems with the ChatGard feature in the past. 

America Online and CompuServe offer Cyber Patrol free as
part of their services. The program works with all major
browsers. Cyber Patrol is also available in stores.

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Sting or Stung?_

_Local Gay Reporter on Trial_

Bruce Mirken says he was just trying to get a story.
Sacramento cops, a prosecutor and a judge say he's
probably a sexual predator who used the Internet to
find his prey. Mirken's attorney says the charges against
his client are ridiculous, and he's moving to get the judge
thrown off the case. "I am filing a motion to have that
judge dismissed from the case; that is the first time I
have ever done that in 25 years of law," declared an
irate Bruce Nickerson, Mirken's attorney. "He first of all
showed great impatience, which is contrary to judicial
ethics. He gave the most cursory reading to my response
brief, which he had not seen, and then he called my
client -- who has a perfect record, who has been convicted
of nothing -- an experienced pedophile. I believe he is
prejudiced against my client, and I am going to move to
have him disqualified from that case."

It all began last summer when Mirken, a free-lance
reporter who has written for SF Frontiers, the San
Francisco Examiner, the San Francisco Bay Times and
other publications, answered an ad on a gay personals
bulletin board. After Internet correspondence with "Anthony,"
supposedly a 14-year-old boy, who was actually a vice
squad cop, Mirken drove to Sacramento to meet the
youngster in a park. Mirken says "Anthony" seemed
troubled, and his reporter's instincts were aroused:
"I have a long history of writing about queer youth, and
I use the Internet to talk to some of these young people
and scout for stories."

At the park, the cops pounced. Mirken hadn't brought
condoms and a motel key as "Anthony" had asked, just
his notebook. But at his preliminary hearing in December,
Prosecutor Sue Nelson argued that the sexual content
of the Internet conversations (always initiated by the
cops) showed his predatory intent. Judge Brian Van Camp
decided the case was close enough to warrant a trial.

Bruce Nickerson, Mirken's attorney, filed a motion to
have the charges dropped. But Judge Patrick Marlette denied
the motion at a recent hearing. "It was very clear that
this judge, a former prosecutor, had made up his mind before
anyone walked into the courtroom," said Mirken. 

When Mirken's attorney handed the judge a six-page document
responding to a prosecution brief, the judge took less
than a minute to glance over it said Mirken, and "then
proceeded to read a decision that it appeared he'd
already written out prior to that argument being presented."

Outraged, Nickerson announced he would move to have
the judge disqualified on the grounds of prejudice and
bias. 

He and Mirken are still wondering why the judge dropped
a charge of attempted oral copulation with the bogus
teenager, while refusing to dismiss the second charge,
attempting a lewd act. 

Mirken's case has attracted local attention and Shawna 
Virago, an advocate at Community United Against Violence, 
says that the charges filed against Mirken are much 
more frequently filed against gays than heterosexuals. 

Noting that public-lewdness related cases have increased 
about 50 percent in the past year, she said: "This is 
an opportunity to focus on actions of the police. 
They arrested the wrong person, because [Mirken] has 
been such a great advocate for queer youth and police 
accountability over the years."

The Sacramento Police Department and prosecutor Nelson
did not return calls for comment. Mirken, Nickerson and
activist Jeff Getty have established a defense fund.

Checks payable to the Bruce Mirken Legal Defense Fund
may be sent to PO Box 14954, San Francisco, CA 94114.

-----------------------------------------------------------



New Zealand:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Public Announcement for peds_

__SEX, PUBLIC MORALITY AND THE LAW__

Dear Friends,

Yesterday I had a long talk with a friend on the telephone. 
And we discussed the work that each of us individually, or 
together with our lawyers, do in the courts. The results 
of this hard work often get blown in the wind, as they are
forgotten when the legal case is over. There is no mutual 
benefit.

My intention therefore is that I start of a web-site 
totally dedicated to our struggle in the Courts. That is 
where the major battles to preserve or freedom are fought 
and won or lost. We need to learn from the successes and 
failures of others. At the moment there is just the Great 
Clobbering Machine that swallows up our money, our energy, 
and makes "criminals" out of us.

On this web-site you will find the following:

* What are your rights

* Full documentation of past and present court cases

* Discussion and mutual advise

* How to deal with the Office of Film and Literature Classification.

* How to deal with Customs

* How to deal with the Sexual Abuse Team

* Search Warrants

* Several Acts, in total or of parts that are applicable, 
such as the Bill of Rights, Film Videos and Publications 
Classification Act, Homosexual Law Reform Act, Privacy 
Act, Human Rights Act, Parts of the Crimes Act, and more 
if necessary.

* Commentaries on the above Acts and their applications.

* How to make appeals and complaints to the Police Complaint 
Authority, The Ombudsman, The Human Rights Commissioner and 
the Privacy Commissioner.

* Examples of such complaints and their rulings.

* Submissions of many people and their cases. We will be 
mainly New Zealand orientated, but groundbreaking overseas 
cases will be fully reported.

* List of neutral lawyers.

* Book list and reviews.

WHAT WE NOW NEED

1. People power in the form of submissions and money to pay 
for the web site.  Therefore copy and send this document 
by e-mail or snail-mail to as many people you know who have 
an interest in this.

2. Ideas. Please send your comments and creative ideas to 
the co-ordinator.

3. Free help from an interested lawyer. Please send this 
letter to your lawyer, who you think, has been really 
helpful in your case.

Don't forget that none of the above action is illegal, 
and that it is our democratic right to be informed.

To contact your co-ordinator, e-mail gerald.moonen@xtra.co.nz

--------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ Ianthe writes:

     1) The ASGL-L (alt.support.girl-lovers) mailing list 
        archive has been updated.  Find three years of 
        the stuff on the web at: 

        http://208.232.135.168/asgl/archive.html

        Of more interest to activists is a seperate 
        archive of ASGL-L _news-cuttings digest postings_,
        which can be found on the web at:

        http://208.232.135.168/asgl/asglnews.html

     2) There's a new issue of Fresh Petals, via:

        http://www.duende.demon.co.uk/456.html 

        Hopefully a full Chinese mirror-site will
        be online soon.

     3) Sorry for the recent lack of support-oriented
        postings and the larger number of news postings.
        But I can't post what I ain't got! : ]



'Rasputin's Dog' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello Everyone,

It's been quite a long week, but it is always refreshing to be back
home and getting to read this.
 
In resonse to Roland, I do believe some of them may be deliberate,
but many are just accidental and most people would not probably even
notice. I like to think I have a trained eye for catching those brief
glimpses as I'm sure any gl does. I'm not sure I fully agree with your
views on relaitonships between children and adults that it should
remain non physical (if that is an acurate understanding of your
view). I won't say I totally disagree with you, but I'm a bit on the
fence with my views there. I think I would engage in a physical
relationship with a lg if all the conditions were right, ie it is
completely consentual, it wouldn't be physically damaging or
emotionally, and I thought no else would ever know except her and I.
And (just for the record, in the event that unwelcome company is
viewing this or ever does)I have never engaged in sexual relaitonship
with a minor. Sorry for my paranoia.

I have a question for the married members. I'm not married, and I'm
not sure I could ever see myself married because I am a gl. I wonder
how you do balance your married life with your gl desires? Do your
spouses know that you are a gl? How do they handle it?
 
Gotta go.

'Rasputin's Dog'
-------------------------------------------------------------------


'JS' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi everyone,

My big news -- I bought a digital camera this week, Its Sony's 
Mavica.  I chose it because it stores the images as JPG files right 
onto a floppy disk.  There's no messing around with cables to get 
them on the PC.  Unfortunatly I don't have any subjects yet :(

Summer will be over where I am soon so skirts will become pants :( 
oh well....

Has anyone else seen "Wolf at the door", a movie about artist Paul 
Gauguin, it was a lucky find of mine in the video shop's bargain 
bin a while back - I'm trying to figure out how old the girl was 
(I think her name is Juliet Huet ?)

Ok, keep smiling

'JS'
--------------------------------------------------------------------



'?' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Recently, I realized from talks with other girl-lovers, that at least
some of us seem to have a story comparable to my own. It's a few years
ago now, that I realized that girls were a turn-on for me. I would not
regard myself a pedophile at that time, it was just one aspect of my
sexual feelings, but it was there. It was only 1-1 1/2 years ago that
I found that there was more. There wasn't just lust, there was love. I
wasn't just sexually attracted to them, but emotionally too. And that
was the time that I also came out to myself, and said 'yes, I am a
pedophile'. And the strange thing was - the sexual feelings did not
get stronger by that, they rather got less. As if the emotional
feelings had been hiding as sexual ones before that.

And now I have found that that is not a unique story. There are more
pedophiles, or at least girl-lovers, that have a similar turning
point. One friend told me that he had been a (big) child porn
collector until one day he came to realize that that was contrary to
what he felt and believed in. He threw it all away, and got to a
completely different, in some sense purer, way of experiencing his own
girl-love. Someone else told me that he was 'only months away from
being a child molester' when he realized things went wrong. And
changed himself.

It made me think - maybe this shows a deeper truth. Maybe the
difference between girl-lovers and boy-lovers on the one side, and
child molesters on the other is not more than one time of choosing. Of
allowing your emotional feelings for children in, and realizing that
you might need to push away the sexual feelings to do so.

If such is true, then one of the best ways of saving children from
being abused by pedophiles would be to help them make that choice,
take that step. And who could do so better than those who have already
taken that step? The pedophiles who have found that there are more
ways than just the sexual ones to enjoy children - ways that are not
just harmless, but even beneficial.

The present climate does not make this easier. Any method pedophiles
will choose to come together, is actively repressed by a fearful
society, which sees these not as a way of helping pedophiles to live
within the law, but as an aid in breaking it. Also, the fear and
paranoia that society has created around child-adult contacts, makes
it harder and harder for pedophiles to enjoy their orientation in a
harmless way. Which might force some of them to choose between abuse
and depression. Finally, the media give daily examples of pedophiles
who chose the wrong path, but rarely if ever show that there is a
right path to follow too.

All in all, society acts towards the pedophile like a
non-understanding parent. The pedophile is told repeatedly that
certain things that he wants are forbidden, and threatened with ever
more severe punishments if he still does them. But at the same time,
he is not shown an alternative way. So for the pedophile, it seems
that there are only two options - breaking the law and the codes of
society, or denying his feelings. Neither choice is very attractive.
Any third way is hidden, denied and/or forbidden by society. If they
were purposely trying to change pedophiles into mental cases, they
could not have done better.

'?'
-------------------------------------------------------------------


'Observer' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello again,

I am writing not in response to any one posting but in the 
general direction things have gone lately. Why does everyone 
feel that it will take hundreds of years for things to get 
better? Our society is no longer working under the
time scales of the past. If you haven't noticed everything 
is speed up from the advances in technology to the way society 
looks at things and lifestyles. For an example of the 
technological leaps just look at that wonderful computer
on your desk. If it's not already obsolete by new standards 
it will be in a year, but it took about 20 years for a mainframe 
to even be made small enough for a home. Under the new time 
table computers can double speed memory and hardrive size 
every year and still remain close to the same price. The secret
to these major leaps in advancement is that we have much better 
communication than we have ever had before. That enables the 
world to grow at an alarming rate and to speak out when things 
are repressing us. Just look at some of the stupid tricks the 
government has tried to pull on us recently. In the past we
may have very well been repressed for many years but thanks 
to the modern communication and people speaking out together 
in one undeniable voice, these things have been challenged. I'm 
referring to America's recent ideas on Internet censorship and 
Britain's similar anti-pedo bills. People were informed and 
stood up and now the courts have ruled in favor of free
expression (somewhat free) in the US I'm not so sure about 
Britain but I know that the people have stood up to say that 
this trend has got to stop. No, I'm not saying it's over,
but it's long from hopeless.

If you're still not convinced then think about the male 
teachers. They will be the ones to lead the way. In the 
past it was easy for a girl to ruin a man's career and 
no questions were asked. Recently though the trend has 
been to follow up on any accusations and in most cases 
the teacher either works until proven innocent or is at 
least paid for his time off. I'm also suspecting that
in the future legal action may be allowed against girls 
who slander their teachers. Currently that legal action 
is blocked to encourage girls to come forward, but as 
more and more false claims come up, as well as more cases 
of psychiatrists causing false memories in adults, the 
laws have been challenged. Yes, it's still a long way 
from being over but try to remember that just because 
things are bad for you now doesn't mean they will stay 
that way, or that they are bad everywhere.

One last thing. I predict the trend of pedo hunting is 
expiring rapidly. I mean now even. Society like to 
have a common hate, it makes people feel better but the 
attention span is very short. Something else will replace 
it. Maybe people will start looking at drugs as the major 
issue again, or maybe racism will be ballooned up again, 
who knows. What I believe the next issue will be
is privacy. One issue I agree needs to be addressed. No, 
it's nothing new. If you remember years ago, way back, the 
issues of phone tapping and surveillance satellites was 
big in the news. Well, now Internet privacy and clipper chips
are appearing in the papers again.

Try to be happy, you'll feel better if you try.

'Observer'
-------------------------------------------------------------------


'Surgeboy' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Some of you have recently suggested "taking action" and have
offered your views on what sort of action you wish to take.

Well, I too, would like to take some sort of action also.
However, I do not wish to support "in-your-face" bordering
on the illegal type of "action".

Instead, we would be well advised to get together and discuss
what our legal options are and devote our time and resources to
this end.

Only by organizing ourselves on a legal front can we hope to
achieve our goals, if not for ourselves at least for future
generations.  Let's remember that we are still considered
"criminals" and must always keep that in mind as we go forward
in our lives.

I hope to one day be able to meet each and every one of you
and to build a solid foundation for our cause.

'Surgeboy'
----------------------------------------------------------------



'Bandersnatch' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------

I noticed that the 'Moviegirls' site is mentioned on the latest
'What's New' page: I visited it and found it in the same incomplete 
state it has been in for some time, with none of the description pages 
there. Does anyone know what is supposed to be happening with it? As a 
matter of advice (to Hans/Kittencuddler) I would suggest that he should 
indicate in the index which links are actually present and put less 
graphics on the separate pages. What we really need is a short 
description of each film and perhaps a couple of stills, and links to 
filmographies of the young actresses perhaps. I can see a problem would 
be indicating why they should interest girl-lovers without upsetting 
Fortune City - they put people they don't like in 'virtual jail' I 
believe :(  Perhaps there could be some sort of 'code' to indicate 
whether the kids appear "as nature intended" and such :)

--

'Simon' wrote:
>'Desire' wrote:
>>To be honest, if I could get a guarantee that in exchange I
>>could be with girls as much as I would like, I might well be
>>willing to undergo a castration.
>
>I've thought this too - that I'd be willing to give up the
>possibility of ever having sex again in my life if in exchange
>I was able to associate with girls freely.

Come on, guys! This isn't the sort of thing we want! (Fortunately the 
suggestion is as hypothetical as the 'pedo cure' pill mentioned by 
'Daveboy'.)

ACLU are currently opposing a pedo who wants to be castrated in return 
for a reduction in sentence from 30 to 20 years - that's about the most 
benefit you'll be allowed.

--

'Ian' wrote:
>Just a thought about the current climate. We have reached the
>threshold of persecution.....

I sometimes hope that restrictions will go so far over the top that 
public opinion reacts against it; unfortunately people seem to be able 
to put up with almost anything _even_ when it affects 'innocent' people: 
wrongful convictions, 'recovered' memories, art banned (or even burned), 
children being removed in dawn raids, family snapshots siezed; maybe 
everyone assumes it will only happen to someone else.

>EVERYthing goes in cycles!

Maybe, but who knows where it will return to: personally I would not be 
satisfied with a return to the low-key ignorance of the fifties and 
sixties; if that looks like happening, perhaps some agitation is called 
for...

>we have to become active in our societies!!
>So from here on out it up to us to mold our future!!

Well said.

I'm not a rosy optimist in this, but I wouldn't say we have to reverse 
"eons of evolutionary history" as 'n.s. aristoff' suggested.

--

Those worried about the Windows 98 security alert should note that it 
only affects machines with an Ethernet (network) card, so most home 
users will be OK. See here for more details:

http://www.zdnet.co.uk/news/1999/9/ns-7241.html

And I hear that ADM are producing a K7 processor equivalent to the 
Pentium III, but without the ID code.

It's nice to know that everyone is worried about privacy these days: and 
not all of them can be pedos!

'Bandersnatch'
----------------------------------------------------------------------


'Ian' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

The following few items are from a post that got lost as Ianthe 
mentioned recently about some posts being lost:

--

Rush to the store and get the current TV Guide for the week of March 
7-13 for U.S. It has an article on the remake  of Alice in Wonderland 
played on Sunday the 7th by a lovely ~13 year old from U.S. (by the way 
by a BRITish director!)

--

Also you may want to get a hold of a copy of February's edition of a 
magazine called Icon. It has an article on ideas of the nymphet, and  
includes a bit on Brook, Alice, and Lolita. It has a Lovely nude pic of 
Brook in it from The Brooke Book! (Its a thought type mag, maybe placed 
near Psycology etc)

--

As far as audio/visuals go, there is a movie out in theaters now valled 
Rushmore where a female teacher falls for a ~15 year old boy and they 
have a relationship!! I guess it was motivated by the real life story 
recently BUT, Just saw it, it is ok, but more about a wiz kid than any 
relationship..... :(

--

In addition, just for your info, a movie called Little Voice which also 
is playing, which in the ad says is about a shy young girl that imitates 
the singers on her father's records and her mother hires an agent to get 
her gigs, is NOT about a beautiful LITtle girl singing with a beautiful 
young voice. She is more like in her mid twenties!! Damn, I HATE false 
advertising; one never knows what to expect since the term girl is so 
diluted.... It was an ok movie but not what I went to see!!! (its 
British BTW)

--

I save the best for last :)
you just may want to check out the Olsen twins page
at:www.marykateandashley.com 

One can also join their club where you get all sorts of stuff including 
a FULL size poster!!! They are so cute :) Id love to have a poster  of 
them on my wall!, the club costs $17 bucks. Also, if you can dig up a 
youngster under 12 boy OR girl, you could enter the Olsen sweepstakes 
(with youngster's name- only under 12 can win!) to win a trip for 2 
(youngster and you) to their tv set and meet them etc!!! Shoot, Id love 
to win so bad, they are so yummy :) Could you imagine a couple days with 
Mary-Kate and Ashley? I would melt.....  

(Dont forget about the other contest to meet them at mall for contestant 
under 18 & a friend!) Just so ya know  for those that dont, they have a 
show Fri nite called Two of a Kind on  ABC at 8:00pm! They also have 
various neat books, videos, music videos, cds, and a movie called 
Billboard DAD which BTW is #3 on the BILLBOARD Charts!!!! Gee, I wonder 
why.. Sh*t!

Have a Great Day y'all  :)   

'Ian'
---------------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ Press-cuttings round-up -- important UK cuttings 
     which from The Times and Guardian/The Observer 
     from the second half of 1998 -- thanks to 
     'PosterBoy' for sending these. ]


* Jack Straw, the law and 1984
* Diary of an active citizen: The Salem syndrome
* Branded:  Brian is a 'sex fiend'. Or so he was 
  branded after he was convicted of an indecent 
  assault of two small girls.
* Growing up: Toytown where fear rules OK
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23 June 1998

_Jack Straw, the law and 1984_

Opinion

"If you want a picture of the future," O'Brien tells Winston 
Smith in George Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four , "imagine a 
boot stamping on a human face - for ever." If you want a 
picture of our present, imagine a ministerial shoe trampling 
freedoms underfoot in a hurry to get to the microphone. 

It may seem perverse to fear for our liberties the morning 
after Tony Blair and Jack Straw led their colleagues into 
the division lobby to extend the rights of man in the bedroom. 
They have, after all, repealed an Orwellian sexcrime which 
sought to police private behaviour. But this Government has 
an approach to freedom which in its very arbitrariness 
undermines the principles which safeguard liberty. 

It is a point which would not have been lost on Orwell, 
whose collected works are to be published next week by 
Secker & Warburg. In Nineteen Eighty-Four, he forecast 
the creation of a new type of offence which would 
extend the reach of the State into the private sphere 
of the citizen. In the creation of thoughtcrime, Orwell 
foresaw a dangerously illiberal trend for our times. 

Even as antiquated sexcrimes are struck from the statute 
book, new moral panics are bringing still worse laws in 
their stead. The individual guilty of a thoughtcrime is 
punished not for any act he may have committed, but for 
a propensity to commit an antisocial act. It is not 
necessary to break the law to be guilty of thoughtcrime, 
simply to be in possession of a mindset which is judged 
to make criminal activity likely. 

The first victims of this new moral tyranny are those 
whom no reasonable person would feel inclined to 
defend - paedophiles, racists and soccer hooligans. 
So I will. 

When the convicted paedophile Sidney Cooke was released 
from prison in May after he had served his sentence, 
the Home Secretary thumbed his nose at the court which 
had tried Cooke and declared his sort were better off 
still behind bars. Although he could not physically 
prevent Cooke from leaving jail, Mr Straw promised to 
bring in legislation to ensure that his like would, in 
future, not only serve their sentence but could 
subsequently be detained for the rest of their 
lives. By his stance, Mr Straw encouraged the lynch 
parties which pursued Cooke across the country. Though 
he sought to wash his hands of their actions, the 
Pilate of Queen Anne's Gate had lent them legitimacy. 
If Cooke did not deserve to be at liberty, then what 
was an honest citizen to do but take up the 
vigilante's noose? 

In order to forestall such unseemliness, Mr Straw had 
briefed the Daily Mail that he planned to bring in 
legislation in the autumn which would keep under lock 
and key, not just paedophiles, but all those who 
"cannot control their criminal habits".

It was not enough for all these undesirables to serve 
the sentences handed down by the courts. At the end 
of their allotted time, "indeterminate custodial 
sentences" would allow these men to be incarcerated
 if it was thought they might reoffend. In as long 
as it takes to call a tabloid editor, one of the 
sacred principles of British justice was crushed 
under Jack's boot. We imprison people for what they 
do, not what they might do, or what they think. 

If we do not defend the principle that the law exists 
to punish wrongdoing, not the wrong inclinations, 
then all our freedoms are threatened. What is there, 
apart from the tradition of common law, to prevent 
the arbitrary labelling of individuals as undesirables 
and the imposition of restrictions which would look 
comfortingly familiar to a Stalin or a Pinochet? We 
might, for example, end up ranking certain citizens 
as risks to public order and restrict their freedom 
to travel. Well, we already have. Anyone with the 
branding "Category C" on his "football hooligan" 
forehead can be subjected to pass laws, which control 
his movements without having to go to the trouble of 
convicting him. 

Where are those prepared to defend our traditional 
freedoms when justice's blindfold is nudged aside 
to wink at the mob? As we contemplate the two front 
benches in Parliament, another memory from Orwell 
comes to mind. At the end of Animal Farm , the creatures 
outside peer in on those who claimed to fight for 
freedom; and as they turn from pig to man and man 
to pig, they cannot tell the difference. 

--------------------------------------------------------
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19th August 1998

_Diary of an active citizen: The Salem syndrome_

Geraldine Van Bueren finds herself protecting an alleged
paedophile 

For the first time in my life, I stopped a near lynching. 

I drove past a group of six men standing over a young man
in black. He was terrified and crouched on the ground, his
arms protectively over his head, screaming: `Stop. Don't
hit me. Don't hit me.' I stopped the car. I noticed three
other men standing passively with their legs relaxed and
apart, apparently watching with satisfaction as each of the
six men took turns in kicking the head of the man in black.
Regretting that I did not have a mobile phone, I went round
the corner and asked a taxi driver to phone the police. 
I reversed back to the crouching man and told them to leave
him alone. They told me the man was `scum' - he had been
taking pictures of children and deserved everything that
was coming to him. They kicked him again. 

The taxi driver approached and told me to let them get on
with it. He had phoned the police but until they arrived
the man deserved `a good kicking'. He was, he said, a
pervert, a paedophile. He hadn't seen the alleged incident
which led to the accusations, but like the villagers in
Salem, he believed that such evil deserved instant
punishment rather than a fair trial. 

The crouching man was terrified and tried to run away. The
six men chased after him, caught him and started kicking
him in the head again. A man waving his belt ran across the
road, joined the fray and started to hit him. 

The top of the man's head was bleeding and covered with
ugly red bruises and bumps, but still the men continued to
kick. He was screaming for them to stop. 

I put my car in a position to try to protect him. As I got
out a man in shorts threatened me and I was called a
paedophile. I did not tell them that I was an international
child rights lawyer. 

I even had in my car a copy of the guide which I had
written for an international agency on preventing sexual
abuse and exploitation of children. 

I was told to `shove off' and asked how I would feel 
if... followed by a crude and very graphic description 
of rape.

As the man in shorts described the rape, he became visibly
more excited. I felt scared but tried to calm him and the
others down. I kept repeating: `I am not defending what
he's done. Just leave him alone. Let the police deal with
it.' It seemed pointless to raise the presumption of
innocence and the absence of a fair trial. Somebody had
called him a paedophile and so, in their eyes, he must be
guilty and punished by them. 

I told the man on the ground that nothing would happen to
him if he stayed where he was. He stayed, and I stayed with
him. 

The police eventually arrived. As the sirens approached the
six men tried to run away, led inevitably by the man in
shorts. 

When I was able to relax my concentration and look around I
saw at least 30 or 40 men, women and children - entire
families -standing on the street corners, hanging out of
windows and over balconies filled with potted flowers. Not
one had tried to help. 

I wondered if similar scenes had occurred in occupied
Europe when the Nazis and their supporters rounded up Jews. 

I gave my details to the police. They have not contacted
me. 

The courts have ruled that the police are entitled to
disclose the location of convicted paedophiles who have
been released. The brutality I witnessed illustrates that
this information must be handled very sensitively. 
That such mob violence, watched passively by so many, could
happen in the name of child protection is a sober warning. 
Had even a small section of the watching crowd offered to
help, no one would have been in danger. 

 Geraldine Van Bueren is professor of international human
 rights law and director of the programme on international
 rights of the child, Queen Mary and Westfield College,
 University of London. 
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_The perils of mob rule_

11th August 1998

With public hysteria about paedophiles and child 
abusers at fever pitch, communities are increasingly 
taking the law into their own hands when they believe 
there is an abuser in their midst - with some tragic 
results. While paedophiles are being driven underground, 
victims of mistaken identity are hounded. 

GRAHAM PARTINGTON Partington, a disabled former labourer, 
lived under siege on an estate in Manchester for three 
months and was forced into a homeless shelter with his 
wife and five children after his son, 20, was wrongly 
accused of child abuse. Petrol bombs were hurled through 
the windows and the home was looted. His 14-year-old 
daughter had wood varnish poured into her hair. The 
intimidation came to a head last July, when a gang of 
60 men and women gathered around their door chanting 
`Beast' and `Pervert'. `We were afraid to go to sleep 
in case the mob broke in,' said Partington. `The 
following day when a stone smashed through the window 
and hit my 10-year-old daughter, it was the final 
straw. We left and two days later the house was 
looted and all our belongings, such as our wedding 
and birth certificates, were burnt.' 

FRANCIS DUFFY After the Manchester Evening News ran 
a series of articles `outing' convicted paedophiles, 
67-year-old Francis Duffy was beaten up and covered 
in paint by a gang who mistook him for an offender 
called Brynley Dummett, whose picture had been 
published in the paper. Duffy, who suffers from 
senile dementia, was battered to the ground by 
several women and suffered a broken wrist and 
finger and severe bruising. 

PAUL WEBSTER Webster, 38, a father of two, drank 
himself to death last year after being threatened 
with a knife and constantly harassed for three 
weeks by neighbours who accused him of being a 
child abuser. `Beware nonce lives here' was sprayed 
on the door of his flat in Plymouth after the 
unemployed musician started to teach local children 
how to play the guitar. Relatives say the harassment 
continued because he was an alcoholic loner and 
separated from his wife, making him an easy target 
for bullies. An inquest heard that the rumours of 
paedophilia were groundless. 

Among more than 40 other incidents of vigilante attacks 
on paedophiles and suspected paedophiles reported in 
a survey by the Association of Chief Probation 
Officers are: 

* A man living in the same block of flats as a 
convicted sex offender was severely beaten 
after the offender was named and pictured 
by a local paper. 

* A probation hostel was besieged by 400 local 
residents and those inside had to be evacuated 
by police. No sex offender was living at the 
address. 

* The Bournemouth Evening Echo launched its own register 
of paedophiles in 1996, listing names and the areas 
in which convicted people lived. In one story it said 
a man convicted of child assault was `up to his old 
tricks'. One offender and his wife and child were 
burnt out of their house. The probation service was 
angered when the paper published the child's name. 

* In a case of mistaken identity, James Cameron, 48, 
from Kilmarnock, was permanently disabled after 
being implicated as an abuser. He was stabbed in 
the hand and face and had petrol poured over him 
by two attackers who believed he had abused one 
of their friends. 

--------------------------------------------------------
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11th August 1998

 _Branded: Brian is a 'sex fiend'. Or so he was branded 
 after he was convicted of an indecent assault of two 
 small girls._

 Since his release he had been demonised. Yet Brian is 
 only 16. Is this how we should treat a child? In the
 wake of media exposure of paedophiles and growing 
 public hysteria, Duncan Campbell reports on a case 
 that raises major questions about how the criminal 
 justice system deals with allegations of sexual assault. 

The boy at the centre of this story of paedophilia in 
North Wales is 16, has just finished taking his GCSEs 
and is clearly affected by what has happened. In many 
ways, a fairly typical victim. 

But what is different about this case is that the boy 
in question is the person with the conviction for 
sexual abuse and became, at the time, the youngest 
person to be placed on the sex offenders' register 
under which a convicted person must register with 
the police wherever he lives and inform them of all 
his movements. 

His mother Jane (none of the names used is real) 
remembers very clearly the day that started this 
spiral of events in April last year. The woman who 
lived opposite in her picturesque Welsh village 
had come to the door and said to her: `I don't 
know how to tell you this...' Jane recalls 
pouring them both a cup of tea and going through 
to the neat lounge of her small house. Then the 
bombshell was dropped. Jane was told that her son 
Brian, then 15, had interfered with two girls, 
aged five and six, who often came to the house 
to play or watch television. One of the girls, 
whose mother had just brought the news, lived 
opposite, the other just up the street of this 
law-abiding and easy-going community. `I went 
into a state of shock,' says Jane. 

What has happened since has changed forever the 
lives of three families and raises major questions 
about how a criminal justice system deals with 
sexual allegations in the wake of the paedophilia 
scandals of recent years and the current media 
climate surrounding the issue. 

Jane and husband Don had moved to their home many 
years before. The couple later separated but Jane, 
who has a busy full-time job, continued to live in
 the house with her sons and teenage daughters. 
The families of the two girls concerned had moved 
to the estate more recently. 

Jane knew the other two families without being 
close and it was not unusual for the two small 
girls to come into the house when her own children 
were there. They would play, watch television for 
a while and go home. Brian says that they would 
bring their colouring books round and sometimes 
ask him or his sister Eileen to help them write 
things down. 

The previous Christmas there had been jokes made 
when Brian, coming out of the shower to fetch a 
towel from his bedroom, was seen naked by the 
girls. Brian says he had not realised there was 
anyone in the house. The girls had shouted 
afterwards `We've seen your willy', and it became 
something of a running joke, says Don, who still 
lives locally and keeps in regular touch with 
his children. 

But what was now being alleged was much more 
serious. It was suggested that there had been 
talk on the lines of: `Show us your willy and 
we'll show you our lulus.' It was later claimed 
in court that Brian had touched the girls and 
let them touch him. 

Jane immediately told her son what had been 
claimed. He denied the girls' story. `He wanted 
to take a lie detector test and confront the 
mother and daughter,' she says. He continues 
to deny the allegations. 

At first, it had seemed the matter would be 
sorted out by the families discussing it between 
them, though Jane herself wanted to contact the 
police and told one of the mothers this. Jane 
says it was agreed initially that all the parents, 
the girls and Brian would discuss the allegations 
that evening but when the girls' fathers returned 
from work they decided the police should be brought 
in. Two days later, Brian was arrested and 
questioned for five hours. His father attended 
the interviews with him and says that he firmly 
believed his son's denials. 

A transcript shows that the police asked Brian 
about the allegations and if it was difficult to 
talk about such things in front of his father: 
`Difficult, understatement, flipping heck,' he 
replied. 

Police searched Jane's house and found a dozen 
legal `top shelf' soft-porn magazines which 
belonged to Brian. He was charged with gross 
indecency and indecent assault. Part of his bail 
conditions were that he lived away from home so 
he stayed with his grandparents while he awaited 
trial. 

The trial lasted two and a half days. Convicted 
at Chester Crown Court last August after the 
girls had given evidence about him on video link, 
Brian was sent to a young offenders' institution 
for four months. He was told that one of the reasons 
for the jail sentence was his failure to admit 
the offence and the fact that the girls had to be 
put through the ordeal of a court case as a result. 

`I was told not to let on what I was there for so 
I said I'd burgled a house,' he says of his time 
in the young offenders' institution. Most of the 
800 inmates were there mainly for fighting, drugs 
and car offences. `There were a few scuffles there 
but everyone was in the same boat.' He served two 
months and returned home. But he was not allowed 
to go back to school and so was tutored at home 
for eight hours a week for his GCSEs. 

In March this year, he complained of an attack 
with an iron bar by a relative of one of the girls 
who has since been cautioned by police. Later the 
following month, someone distributed a leaflet 
through the letter-boxes of the estate spelling 
out the name and the address of Brian and his family. 

The leaflet read: `Attention. Convicted child sex 
offender is living in this village. Brian XXX, son 
of Jane XXX. [The address was added.] Gross 
indecency x 2, indecent assault x 2. Both victims 
were girls aged 5 and 6 years. Are your children 
safe??? Could they be next???' Jane contacted 
the police. Three days later the police were 
called anonymously to say that a man was distributing 
leaflets in the village. A man was later arrested 
and has since been charged in connection with the 
leaflets. 

Last month, the media learned about the situation 
and approached Jane, who was advised by her lawyer 
not to talk. A few days later she was contacted by 
a colleague and asked if she had heard the news 
that morning. `I got the shakes, left work by car 
and switched the radio on and heard him [the 
father of one of the girls] say: `They can't 
live a normal life. They can't go out to play.' 
I couldn't believe it.' More television crews 
arrived at the house but she refused to open the
door. That evening the police contacted her and 
advised her to move to a `safe house'. `They said: 
`We are concerned for your welfare. We are advising 
you to go to a place of safety.' None of us wanted 
to go. We felt they were over-reacting, but I was 
told by the social worker present at the police 
station that if I didn't take their advice they 
could take the children off me.' The whole 
family decamped to a hotel. 

The Liverpool Daily Post splashed on the story on 
June 4: `SEX FIEND WHO HAUNTS HIS TWO LITTLE 
VICTIMS.' The story suggested that Brian now 
taunted the girls who were unable to leave their
homes. The father of one was quoted as saying: 
`I am not being vindictive but wouldn't any other 
parent want to protect their little girl? We want 
the girls to be able to forget it all but how can 
they when they still see him when they walk down 
the street? When we left the crown court they 
asked us if they would ever see him again. We 
said no, but it seems he will always be here 
as if to taunt us.' The mother of one of the girls 
said: `We feel so futile. We are here as her 
parents, supposedly to protect them and bring 
them up and see no harm comes to them, but there 
is not a thing any of us can do about this 
situation.' The families have since announced 
they are pursuing a civil action to try to 
remove Brian from the street. 

Coverage in the national press followed, most 
of it concentrating on the issue of a convicted 
paedophile living opposite the person he was 
alleged to have assaulted. More television 
crews arrived. One newspaper called for a 
change in the law to prevent those convicted 
of such offences from returning home. 

`The actual incident itself only Brian and the 
two girls know for definite,' says one neighbour, 
who has lived on the estate for many years. `But 
this business about the girls being prisoners in 
their own homes is rubbish.' Jane initially 
thought of moving and the house was put up 
for sale, but she has since decided that the 
family are safer where they are. `Everyone 
here knows us and we have had a lot of support. 
People know Brian and they know he would never 
threaten the girls or taunt them. If we were to 
go somewhere else people would not know what he 
is really like and think that they really had the 
kind of person they read about in the papers 
living next to them. We would never be safe.' 

Jane believes they had wanted to let what had 
happened pass but felt that the `sex fiend' 
headlines mean that they have to respond. 

There have been other ramifications. When Brian 
was going on holiday with his family in the Lake 
District last October, his social worker wanted 
to inform the police in the area. His younger 
brother and sister were put on the `at risk' 
register and had to be visted and questioned, to 
their puzzlement. Brian had to sit his GCSEs at
 home as he was not allowed to return to school. 
The NSPCC has also visited Brian. 

As the neighbour says, only the two girls and Brian 
know exactly what happened on that day.  Once the 
police had completed their report, the Crown 
Prosecution Service had to decide whether or not 
the public interest was served by a prosecution. 
It decided the case should go to the crown court. 

Jane and Don believe that unnecessary harm to all 
parties was caused by the case being brought in 
such a forum. While the issue could have been 
cleared up by the families talking and without 
the girls going through the court, they believe, 
there has been further damage caused to all 
concerned by what has appeared in the media since. 
Jane says: `One of the mothers in her police 
statement says `My daughter does not appear to 
have suffered any emotional problems since the 
incident came to light, but I believe this is 
due to the fact that she does not appreciate 
the nature of what has happened to her'.' There 
are very differing views on the rights of bringing 
to trial such cases involving the very young. 
Some experts believe that, in general, they should
be tested in court as this one was: if the 
young person is guilty, then his or her behaviour 
is caught before it worsens and, if not guilty, 
then the evidence is tested at a high level of proof. 

The other major issue of the case is what has 
happened since the trial. The paedophile is now 
the major hate figure in this country. Some of the 
people for whom paedophile-hunting has become a new 
mob sport are not concerned with the niceties of 
detail or evidence - pursuit of a `sex fiend' 
is justification enough. 

Jane and Don are shocked by what has happened. `He 
has been treated like an adult, not a child,' says 
Jane of her son. `I think we have failed him. We 
told him it would not go to court, and it did. We 
told him he wouldn't be locked up, and he was. And 
we told him it would be all right afterwards, but 
it hasn't been.' Don says: `After the trial, we 
went out of our way to co-operate, to keep our 
distance, and then these stories appear in the 
paper. It's as if the press has started a witch-hunt.' 
`What has happened has done so much harm to those 
girls and to our family,' says Jane. `It has been 
pure hell, a nightmare.' 

---------------------------------------------------------



---------------------------------------------------------

18 October 1998

_Growing up: Toytown where fear rules OK_

_Theme park to train children for dangers of life_

A THEME PARK designed to give children tough lessons in 
how to survive the hazards of modern life when their 
parents are not there to protect them is about to open. 

It is a playpark built on parents' nightmares. There 
are potential child molesters, dangerous railway tracks 
and smoke-filled houses - and it is for children as 
young as three. 

They will venture onto heathland, skirt electricity 
sub-stations, and be home alone in this world of 
adventure. Children are approached by a stranger 
offering sweets. A fire officer sets a house ablaze. 
Roads and a railway line tempt the careless.

It is not exactly Disneyland. 

The organisers of the pounds 1 million 'trauma town' 
hope that parents and schools will hurry to book a 
visit for their youngsters, because it is all in 
the name of safety. Emergency services, councils, 
college students and 140 companies in Dorset have 
pooled resources to create the lifelike terror-zone.

Called Streetwise, the new town on the outskirts 
of Bournemouth is designed to be as close to reality 
as possible. As well as heathland and railway 
track there are a park, a beach, a farmyard and 
a street of lifesize houses, one of them fully 
furnished. There are shops and offices. 

The roads and pavements are real - 5,070 pedestrians 
and cyclists aged under 15 were killed or seriously 
injured in 1997. 

Streetwise is contained in a 10,000 sq ft warehouse 
which enables the controllers to turn day into night. 
There are shadowy shop doorways and a gloomy 
alleyway under the light of donated streetlamps. 

PC Andy Saunders is supervising the final touches 
before the town opens next month. 'We want to put 
children, into situations where they have to make 
choices and assess the consequences of their actions.' 

Schoolchildren who visit the centre will tour the 
town observed by an adult, learning about physical 
dangers and what Saunders called 'people hazards'. 

In the park the children may be approached by a 
'stranger'. In the house a 'bogus caller' may ask 
to come in - a challenge which elderly visitors to 
Streetwise will also be confronted with and 
taught to manage. 

Similar schemes include a safety centre at Milton 
Keynes, Hazard Alley, which also features a mock 
park and street. Saunders said: 'They broke the 
mould, but Streetwise is very different because 
we have a 10-year lease and can build permanent 
structures.' 

Streetwise and acknowledged that a safety theme 
park would have been unthinkable 20 years ago. 
Formal safety education then was basic: a visit 
from the Tufty Club to remind infants how to cross 
roads and a rare visit from the local bobby. 

So is Streetwise the product of modern parent paranoia? 
Saunders thinks not. 

'We want to put the risk in perspective, make people 
feel safe at home and on the streets. But can you 
ever really be too risk-aware?' he says. 

------------------------------------------------------
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'random' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

i had a intense experience a couple weeks go i'd like to share:

I was at the soft-fruit festival and my dad had convinced me to 
go on this really vicious ride called [.]. You sit on these
seats in a row and the guy lifts you up high and tilts you and 
flips you and generally makes grown men scream all in plain 
view of your friends who are laughing their asses off.

Anyway, i had missed the first group of people to go up and me and my 
dad stood by waiting for the ride to finish (it lasts like five
minutes). Then i noticed something pretty odd. This little girl gets on, 
couldn't be more then 9 years old at the most. I stared in
amazement at this child who was getting on a ride that even i was having 
serious worries about. She wasn't exceptionally beautiful
but there was something about her that kept me from taking my eyes off 
her. The ride started and i could see the excitement
sparking in her deep blue eyes, with just a twinge of fear in the 
background. The guy took them up once, kept them hanging for a
bit, then gave 'em a nice double flip. when she came into view again i 
could see a look of (barely) contained terror on the girl's
face and a couple tears running down her cheeks. I grew quite angry at 
the sight of her mom who was sitting next to her try to
comfort her. Actually "comfort" is a bad word. Her mom didn't give a 
damn really and i half-thought that she was just trying to
shut her up. But my anger towards her mom quickly grew to astonishment 
as i could clearly see the girl working through her emotions 
herself until after the next couple flips she was beaming at 
the whole experience. I've never seen anything like it. When i
was a kid i was always too scared to properly enjoy rollercoasters 
and such. I was filled with a deep admiration for this brave
little soul who obviously had balls ten times bigger then mine while 
still capturing that beautiful angelic quality that only a little girl
can have.

I don't know what happened to me that day but i was completely lost in 
that girl's beauty. Somehow, in those short five minutes,
she had gotten fifty times more adorable. I swear i felt like i could 
see into her soul, pure emotions that only a child can feel being
controled in ways that i haven't even mastered yet. I had been fairly 
detached and in control of myself most of the day despite the
large number of girls around but i totally lost myself. 

The entire crowd 'disappeared' along with my dad and i felt like i 
was alone with her. After a while I imagined she was no longer 
was sitting in her seat, she was with me on a beach letting the 
waves envelope her while i tried to teach her to body surf. We 
were sitting on a porch watching the sun set while i explained 
that she could forget every rule she had ever been taught and 
just be herself. She was snuggling close and i leaned over and 
kissed her softly on the lips.

The ride ended and i lost sight of her in the shuffle. I sat 
down, no longer trembling but actually very excited. That ride 
was the best damn thing i've ever felt, coming right after my 
massive high i got from that increadible girl.

i didn't expect to see her again (the festival was pretty big) but 
i was happy with my daydreams. I was happier than i'd been in a
long time. I had just finished wasting two dollars on some impossible 
game for cheesy prizes when i turned around and i saw her
again. I don't know why, she stopped and looked at me. I was 
completely caught off guard, i tried desperately communicate her
how special she was without the benefit of oxygen or any coherent 
thoughts whatsoever - so as a result i basically just looked at her.
I might've been able to pull of a smile but then i suddenly noticed the 
look in my angel's eyes. Distrusting bordering on fear. The
resulting extra confusion was enough to block any action i make have 
took save for a slightly pained look i think i had in my eyes.
I could hear my dad coming and i knew that he would see something in my 
eyes and the girl's parents were turning to tell her to
hurry up and so i did the only thing i could do. I turned and walked 
away.

I look at my reflection in the glass of a vendor's booth. I could see 
freckles and acne. I could see someone with a black t-shirt and 
dark hair who looked like he might sacrifice goats on the 
weekends just to pass the time. But worst of all i could see the
emptyness in my eyes. I had never seen that before. When i'm all 
alone at home i create the face i want and while i don't consider 
myself attractive at all, i at least see a warm spark in my eyes. 
But it was gone - and the little girl saw that.

i hope to god it was just because i was feeling depressed that day (even 
after i watched her, 'cause i thought i'd never see her again). 

Sometimes i catch girls staring at me and sometimes even smiling at me 
so i guess i'm not too far gone.  But i still feel the uneasiness when i 
interact with children when there's adults near by.  It's a paranoia 
that just won't listen to logic.  i wish i could let go of all my fears, 
just for one day...

i think i fell in love that day and i know i won't ever
forget her. she was more real to me than anyone i've ever met...

'random'
------------------------------------------------------------------



'Daveboy' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------
Wednesday 16th March

Just a quicky!

I've twice tuned into 'Talk Radio U.K.' this week between 
9 and 10 AM and they appear to be running a week of discusions 
on the protection of children issue. It makes interesting 
listening but I wish someone would call in with 'our' point 
of view. Though, even if they did, it would probably NOT go 
out on air :-(

How the hell can we let people know 'the truth' in this climate 
of hate and ignorance?

You can find 'Talk Radio U.K.' on AM 1053 or 1089.

'Daveboy'
------------------------------------------------------------------



'Dengon' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

'Degon' here, this is my first post!

I have been a gl-lover all my live, ever since 
I was a very young person myself.
I have never harmed any lg and will never 
condone anything not done voluntarily 
and with mutual consent.

Society's leaders always had an enemy 
it allowed the common people to bash.
Ancient Rome had Christians, Spanish 
inquisition had the witches, post WW II 
America had communists, then homo's.

We pedo's are no different: Needlessly 
defamated, dehumanized, lied about, 
thrown in jail with draconian sentences, 
even killed by mobs.

No time for self pity - no need to fall into
depression, learn, organize (look at gay 
groups and bl's websites), build up a 
resistance with education - after all - 
the "common man" denounces us 
because he believes what he's been
told by the government (with it's TV & 
newspapermouthpiece) and doesn't know 
the true facts  ...and maybe tries to 
hide his own feelings toward lg's a bit.

I wish for the future: 

- Scientists to prepare papers
  about pedophilia that can be 
  used in court to
  prove the defendants harmlessness,
- a font to pay legal fees
- a lobby that pressures lawmakers 
  to lower aoc
- a general change in public opinion

'Dengon'
------------------------------------------------------



'Surgeboy' writes:
------------------------------------------------------

A recent news-cutting in ASGL portrayed a mob attacking a 
lone man "accused" of being a pedophile.  Almost immediately 
it brought to mind of another such attack nearly two 
millennia ago - on a woman for 'harlotry'.

Perhaps you are familiar with the story:

A crowd chases a lone woman in the streets yelling at the top
of their voices that she is a harlot.  By a miracle she finds
herself in the presence of Christ.

Begging for mercy she hid behind him as the crowd caught up
with her.  No doubt she knew who this man was.

Immediately, her accusers confronted her, listing harlotry as her
crime and as such was punishable by stoning.

Now, a harlot is not a prostitute, but someone who "sleeps around".

Christ listened to each accuser while writing in the dirt.
What he wrote, I believe, is a list of sinful acts of each of the
accusers.  Very personal message if you ask me.  How do I say
this?  Because Christ said, "he who is without sin will cast the
first stone."   No wonder the crowd dissipated so quickly!

But why then were the accusations flying about?

Ah, there's a story!

It seems that this woman owned her own successful business.

Maybe she was attracting customers away from her competitors, or
just being too successful.  Nevertheless, the resulting jealousy
spawned a vicious rumor that she "slept her way to success".

Such a rumor encouraged action, which is where Christ came in.

Essentially, what this means today, is that because of the fear
that people have for our kind, they are willing to ignore the
facts and let rumours be their rallying cry.  As a result, no one
should be surprised when scores of innocents suffer severe attacks
and beatings by irrational crowds and mobs.

What must we do to educate the public?

Let us put together a list of reliable cases where such rumours
and mistaken identities brought about needless harm.

Along with the accompanying sources, we should approach the media
starting with the most credible and work our way down.  After we
managed to get an acceptable article written, we must continue
to persuade the members of the media who turned us down to rethink
their position and publish our story.

With luck the public will begin to realise that they are condoning
witch-hunts without cause.  If we are especially lucky, someone
already in the public eye (a performer or one in public office)
might become a victim and it would really strengthen our cause.

If only one man lived today that could carry the weight and the
authority that Christ had.  Someone who could defend the innocent
and support just causes.  Sadly, no one but Christ is just enough
to bear that authority.

Thanks for listening.

Until next time, my friends, 

"Fight the good fight"

'Surgeboy'
------------------------------------------------------------------



'Desire' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

Not much to be told here. The only thing is that I'm getting worried
about Michaela. Alyson and she were with her grandmother (and me) on
a Sunday lately, at least until the early afternoon, when their
parents came picking them up. I remember that she was playing with a
marble, and her father and/or mother said something like:
"Stop that, we're in a flat! Can't you <expletive deleted> think for
just once?" Now, telling her to stop is nothing bad on itself
(although I think it is going over the top), but that second line.
Can hardly serve another purpose than to make the child feel bad, can
it?

That evening my landlady told me she had been at their place later
that day, and Michaela had been sent to her room. She said "They've
been with me longer than at home, and yet she's been sent away alone."
And I also heared that she was doing bad at school, despite having
been kept down last year already. The girl seems to be in troubles.

'Desire'
----------------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ Press cuttings round-up ]

* UK: Revealed - how police fiddle crime figures
* UK: Mission Impossible?
* UK/Thailand: British police train Thai anti-paedophile squads
* UK: War on Kids #1 - Crime 'log books' for children
* UK: War on Kids #2 -Pupils' made to carry ID cards
* UK: War on Kids #3 -Short skirts get teachers in a flap
* USA: Sex offender Web sites center of controversy
* Australia: The Lolita debate: fatuous or fascist?
* USA: Nothing comes between kids and the Calvins - 
  except charges of paedophilia.



UK:
--------------------------------------------------------------

The Guardian, March 18th 1999

_Revealed - how police fiddle crime figures_

[ Extracts from a _long_ article over several broadsheet 
  pages... ]

Police forces across the country have been taking part in a
huge fiddle in which they have pretended to detect tens of
thousands of crimes and have wiped from the records a mass
of other petty crimes, a Guardian investigation has revealed.

[...] Evidence emerged after the most senior operational
detective in the county [Nottinghamshire] logged a formal
complaint that his entire senior command was guilty of
"organisational dishonesty".

[...]

Other officers had logged phoney detections for serious 
offences such as rapes and sexual assaults on children.

[...]

According to the official Nottighamshire police figures
for 1996, their detectives cleared up 98.6 percent of
all rapes in the county.  When the Bedforshire team
looked closer they found that 60 percetn of rape detections 
across the force failed to stand up to scrutiny.  With
indecent assaults it was even worse - 75 percent of them
collapsed under inspection.  Armfuls of sexual offences
had been written off as DNFPA [ Detected - No Further
Police Action ], crashing through the Home Office 
requirement for evidence to justify a charge. 

[...] this is not a story about Nottinghamshire.  The [1992
Home Office] performance indicators which drove them into
malpractice apply to all 43 police forces in England and
Wales.  According to reports by HM Inspectors, more than half
of those forces lack the necessary audit systems to ensure that
the targets are reached in an ethical fashion.  The montoring
of the Home Office and HM Inspector of Constabulary has never
exposed the malpractice, even in those forces where officers
have subsequently been disciplined for their part in it.

--------------------------------------------------------------


 [ Comment: So, when in February we read that the police
   claimed there are "really" 76,000 cases of sexual abuse 
   a year, while the actual number of convictions in 1997 
   was only 894, it seems they were basing their 
   headline-grabbing projections on figures inflated and
   distorted by the widespread fraudulent invention of 
   'detected cases'. ]




UK:
--------------------------------------------------------------

The Guardian, 17th March 1999

_Mission Impossible?_

  Critics of the new NSPCC advertising campaign
  complain that its ambition to eradicate child 
  abuse is entirely unrealistic, writes 
  Kendra Inman.

 Television viewers were confronted with the full
horror of child abuse yesterday when the NSPCC
launhed its 3 million advertising campaign to 
end sexual, physical and emotional cruelty
towards children.

The campaign is supported by a string of high-profile
celebrities.  But senior staff in leading children's
charities have voiced concern about the NSPCC's
goals.  Child-care experts, particularly those 
working in the close-knit voluntary sector are unwilling
to openly criticise the NSPCC for such laudable
aims.  But privately they have condemned the Full Stop
campaign as misguided and naive.

The NSPCC is no stranger to controversy. Previous 
advertising campaigns have attracted criticism
for sensationalism and exaggerating the extent
of child abuse.

This time the charity has taken inspiration from 
its own 1996 commission of enquiry, which suggested
that most child abuse is preventable.  To achieve
this the charity hopes to raise more than 100
miilion to pay for a range of initiatives including
expanding their regional investigation squads 
from six to about 16 to tackle paedophiles rings.

But their optimism is not shared by other senior
figures in the sector who believe that child abuse 
is part of the human condition and therefore
probably impossible to eradicate.

"Any serious attempt at ending abuse must focus
on tackling poverty," says one professional.  
"Although children are abused throughout society,
a significant amount is connected to deprivateion."
 
Child abuse is complicated, says another 
professional. "The NSPCC can't tie it up, put
a nice pink ribbon on it and say to the public,
give us 100 million and we'll end it."

One critic says the charity is is danger of spreading
itself too thinly.  He argues there is nothing
new in the work it plans, and much of it is already
being done by other charities.

The marketing tactics of the NSPCC are a sensitive 
subject; many social services directors have fallen 
out with the charity in the past when it appeared
to criticise social workers.  One social services
director is frustrated by what she sees as the 
NSPCC's repeated attempts to occupy the moral
high ground through their campaigns.

"They appear to exist in a world of their won and
continue to give the public the impression that
they are the only ones working against abuse."

Charities need to raise money to survive and 
reseaqrch has shown how public contributions to
the voluntary sector are shrinking.  The NSPCC
is widely regarded as having a formidable 
marketing machine; however this respect is tempered
by fears that the charity's shock tactics will
draw money away from other charities in the sector.

--------------------------------------------------------------

   [ Comment: so it looks like one of the main reasons
     they want to raise 100 million pounds to is to pay
     for ten more witch-hunting units! ]



UK/Thailand: 
--------------------------------------------------------------

_British police train Thai anti-paedophile squads_

17th March 99        

British police are training Thai officers to run
anti-paedophile squads which will catch sex tourists. 

Northumbrian officers Detective Inspector Pat Blue 
and Sergeant Julie Hogg are currently in Bangkok and 
they will start working with Thai officers, child 
welfare experts and psychologists today. 

Last year only 11 foreigners were charged with any 
offence against children in Pattaya, the main beach 
resort. Others were reportedly released on bail, only 
to flee the country, or escaped prosecution owing to a 
lack of evidence.

In all, four child protection squads are to be set up 
across Thailand in the next few months, in Bangkok, 
Pattaya, Chiang Mai, in the north, and Hat Yai, in 
the south.

--------------------------------------------------------------



UK: War on kids #1
--------------------------------------------------------------

March 15 1999     

_Crime log books for children_

CHILD OFFENDERS are to have "log books" detailing their
good and bad points under a government pilot scheme to
track them for up to two years after they complete 
their sentences.

The document will include information on their criminal
history, as well as details of their family background,
physical and mental health, literacy and numeracy skills,
and drug problems.

The book will then be used to enable health and education
services and probation officers to deal with the offender. 
It would be presented on every subsequent occasion that 
an offender appears for sentence in magistrates' or 
Crown Courts and would effectively form part of his 
criminal record. 

--------------------------------------------------------------


UK: War on kids #2
--------------------------------------------------------------

15 March 1999

_Pupils' made to carry ID cards_

SCHOOLCHILDREN as young as five are to be made to carry
identity cards in an attempt to stop truancy.

 In what is believed to be the first initiative of its kind
in Britain, West Dunbartonshire council in Scotland is to
give pupils passes to carry outside school.

 Under the scheme, all primary and secondary pupils will 
have to carry identity badges. They give details of the 
child's name, school, class and the reason for their absence. 
They are also numbered and printed on special paper so they 
cannot be faked.

 Anyone who discovers a child out of school without a pass,
such as parents or shopkeepers, will be encouraged to call
the police or the school. 

--------------------------------------------------------------



UK: War on kids #3
--------------------------------------------------------------

17th March 1999

21 girls were sent home and effectively suspended from school
yesterday - for wearing skirts deemed too short by the 
head teacher.  Dormiston School, Sedgley, now demands that 
the girls, aged 11 to 16, wear skirts no shorter than two 
inches above the knee.

"Short skirts are not appropriate in a school with excellent
exam results," said head teacher Mrs Barbara O'Connor.

--------------------------------------------------------------

  [ Whatever next - games masters measuring the shortness
    of boys' shorts and their tightness around the crotch?! 
    ;) ]



USA:
--------------------------------------------------------------

_Sex offender Web sites center of controversy_

15 March 1999

*From CNN Correspondent
 Kathleen Koch *

(CNN) -- 14 U.S. States have taken to using the Web to
broadcast the names of convicted sex offenders. Anyone, for
instance, can access Virginia's sex offender registry,
which gives details on every violent sex offender in the
state. The site is popular -- since December, more that
700,000 people have logged on. 

"The net was overloaded. It was overwhelmed," said Virginia
State Police Captain Lewis Vass. "So a couple of days after
we were up and running we doubled the size of the
capability of it." 

The Web sites, designed to protect children, are creating
problems for others. Mistakes have turned up on many Web
sites. Identified offenders have had their homes torched,
have been attacked, and have been shot at. Critics say
there is no proof that the Web sites are a benefit the
public. 

"If you ostracize them in this way and increase the chances
they'll be discriminated against, they're more likely to
commit the crimes of their past," said Kent Willis, of the
American Civil Liberties Union. 

One woman, whose address, and second husband's name, are on
the registry, says she is afraid to leave her house. Her
husband served six months in jail for fondling her
daughter. The family is still together, recovering, and in
therapy. 

The woman says she is afraid her daughter will be
ostracized for what her stepfather has done, and will find
it difficult to make friends. "Would you let your kid come
over to my house?" she asked. 

--------------------------------------------------------------



Australia:
--------------------------------------------------------------

_The Lolita debate: fatuous or fascist?_
 
17/03/99
 
  What happened to free speech - you know: that thing John
  Howard's always championing? The Lolita controversy is
  getting out of hand, the film's director tells GARRY
  MADDOX.
 

_The director of *Lolita* says he is staggered that Federal
Government MPs are protesting about the film's Australian
release.

"What happened to freedom of speech? It's so bizarre,"

Adrian Lyne told the *Herald *from his home in France.
"There's a kind of a fear surrounding the subject matter.
For some reason people seem to think making a film that
involves pedophilia results in it. It doesn't."

 Following protests by Coalition MPs against the film's
R18+ rating, the Prime Minister has said he will examine
the options before the film's scheduled release next month. 
Lyne admits he is anti-censorship, "but having appointed a
censor, who's presumably a rational, intelligent person,
then not to let them do their job amounts to the sort of
thing you see in a fascist state - interference in artistic
things - or a communist state. It's the sort of thing we
endlessly reprimand the Chinese for."

 Lyne says people who have called for *Lolita *to be banned
around the world "nearly always haven't seen the film". He
asks whether John Howard saw it before commenting. On
learning that he hadn't, Lyne said: "How fatuous. Why have
a censor?"

 With films such as *9 1/2 Weeks*,* Indecent Proposal *and
*Fatal Attraction*,* *Lyne is no stranger to stirring the
currents of public debate, but he believes *Lolita* has
been particularly controversial because high-profile court
cases have generated an international obsession with
pedophilia.

 "The climate has changed a great deal in the last seven or
eight years _vis a vis_ pedophilia. There's now pretty much
an obsession with it - it's all you read about. In the '80s
I don't think this movie would have had any problem coming
out at all. It just happened at the wrong time - or maybe
the right time, depending on how you look at it."

On the inflammatory relationship between 14-year-old Lolita
(played by 15-year-old Dominique Swain) and her stepfather
(Jeremy Irons), Lyne says he wanted "a heat" between them,
but took precautions to ensure Swain was protected during
filming.

 "I talked to Dominique's mother and father at length,
obviously, and we sent her to a psychiatrist before we shot
the movie. [Ianthe notes for Americans: Englishman being 
ironical - "alert"!] He felt she would deal with the movie 
fine, that she wouldn't have any problems with it."

 Lyne was also meticulous about his legal obligations.

 "Her mother and teacher were always there on the set and
if there was any ever contact between her and Jeremy, we
would bring on a thing called the pad - a kind of a cushion
we put between them."

 Lyne says he was attracted to the subject by Vladimir
Nabokov's "wonderful" 1955 novel. Director Stanley
Kubrick's 1962 version, "however much you like it, wasn't a
lot to do with the novel. So I wanted to do something that
reflected this amazing piece of work.

 "It's a novel that manages to be so many things -
hilariously funny and heartbreaking and awful. You're
appalled by what this man does to Lolita, but you also find
yourself sympathising with him."

 Given the content of his previous films, how fascinated is
Lyne with sexual obsession? "I've always liked relationship
pieces - that's what I've been interested in ... Obviously
sexuality is part of any relationship."

 Does he deliberately try to smash taboos? "No, I've never
tried to do that, to be absolutely honest. I think there's
a danger in going out and saying I'm going to shock people
this time. I've either been moved by a script or I
haven't." 

 *Lolita *has run into trouble around the world: protests,
struggles for release and weak box office in nearly 20
countries to date. But Lyne has no regrets about taking it
on. 

 "I'm very proud of the movie. Jeremy is a wonderful actor,
as was the girl. The girl's never done anything before and
she was one of the most inventive actors I've ever worked
with."

-----------------------------------------------------------


USA:
----------------------------------------------------------

_Kiddie pants or kiddie porn ?  -- Nothing comes 
between kids and their Calvins -- except charges of 
pedophilia._

_SALON | March 12, 1999_

DEBORAH A. LOTT |    Advertising uses images to evoke a
state of desire. Less and less often these days do ads even
direct that desire toward a specific product; more often
their intent seems to be to evoke a sort of dreamy trance
of diffuse desire, to keep us in a state of prolonged
yearning that may attach itself to any number of different
material objects over the course of time.

The standard image employed to invoke this state is the
beautiful face, the tender body of a young woman. Usually
she looks right at us; implores us to enjoy her, provokes
us with the plea in her eyes. What is it that we want when
we gaze at her? To be her? To have her? To have what she
has? Or to merge with her image in some kind of hazy,
adrenalin surge of continuously sustained consumption,
continuously sustained desire? 

What happens when the image is not of a young woman --
whose sexuality we are used to seeing co-opted for the sake
of selling products -- but of two very young boys, two very
aesthetically pleasing blond boys, posed to look as if they
are playing unself-consciously in their underwear? This is
what happened last month, when Calvin Klein launched an ad
campaign to introduce a line of children's underwear on
giant billboards in Times Square and in full-page spreads
in the New York Times and Martha Stewart Living: It was
denounced by everyone from New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani to
Rosie O'Donnell to the Rev. Donald Wildmon, and Klein
finally pulled the billboard. For critics, the issue was
clear: The ad would provide fodder for pedophiles. 

But is the lurking presence of pedophilia the true source
of our distress? When I look at the photograph, I suspect
that the issue is far more complicated than this. Of
course, the image is sepia-toned, larger than life,
soft-focus, romantically lit; that is the graphic
vocabulary of advertising. But that has also become the
established language of our desire. The image forces a
conjunction of "innocent" childhood and commercialized
desire. It makes us uncomfortable -- not just
uncomfortable, but *erotically* uncomfortable. There is
something erotic about the image, and we search for the
source of the eroticism we perceive: Is it in us or in the
picture? In the eye of the photographer who took the
picture, the producer who conceived it, innate in the
children themselves? We cannot look at the photograph
without imposing upon it what we already know about adult
desire. We are not innocent; we know what is inside adults'
underwear. We know what adult genitals do and how they look
when they are aroused, we know what it is like to feel
sexual desire for another person and we know what it is
like to be trained to feel that desire in response to
billboards in Times Square. 

And who is this picture for? Certainly not for children,
who do not buy their own underwear and, if they have a say
in the matter, prefer it featuring Barney or Spiderman. It
is for the parents of children. Perhaps our discomfort with
the image is because it forces us to confront the fact that
when we buy clothing for children, we make our choices not
only to please them but also to turn them into
aesthetically pleasing objects for our appreciation. For
the appreciation of other adults. We want our children to
have integrity, to own themselves and their own bodies, and
we cannot help but treat them like possessions. 

I ask myself if there is any way a photographer could take
a billboard-size photograph of little boys in their
underwear that we would perceive as innocent, as protecting
our children's vulnerability. Any way that a photographer
could take a photograph of beautiful children in their
underwear that did not evoke our desire? Don't we always
want to crawl into the beautiful picture, to possess the
beautiful picture, to do what every museum has guards to
caution us against -- simply touch it?

I try to think of the neutral photographic images of
children in their underwear that I have seen. There are the
slides that physicians show at medical meetings, overlit
photos of sick children stark against monochromatic
backgrounds, sometimes with rulers in the picture to show
the scale of their tumors or misshapen limbs. Their eyes
are blindfolded with black bars, medical peek-a-boo: If we
can't see your eyes, we can't tell your identities.
Covering their eyes is meant to protect them, as if their
not being able to see us means that we can't gaze upon them
with anything but clinical interest.

Then there are the boys in the Sears catalog, photographed
with the same neutral aesthetic as the power tools and
kitchen mixers. There is no privileging of the body here;
the boys are mannequins present only to model the product.
They are always doing something unrelated to their being in
their underwear, some above-the-neck task, like playing
with their baseball glove. They are completely innocent of
their own undressed state.

In the Sears catalog, the boys' crotches are airbrushed to
look as flat as the front of baby dolls' bodies. But now I
have another memory. As a child myself, I turned to those
pages and gazed long and hard over those images of little,
nearly naked boys. Those pictures felt a little forbidden.
They were not the same as those of power tools or mixers
for me. I pondered them, I studied them. Perhaps I blushed.
And then I quickly turned the page to the toys section,
where I could settle in, comfortably direct my wanting. 

The Calvin Klein images are aesthetically appealing, and
they are directed at adults -- not adults who are shopping
for simple, utilitarian underwear or physicians looking to
match their patients' maladies with the visual presentation
of a slide, but adults who have been trained to look and
feel desire. And they are not hidden at the back of a book.
They are in Times Square, saying, "Look at me, look at me,
don't you just have to have something, don't you just have
to touch?" 

We cannot look at those altogether too aesthetically
pleasing boys, their portraits taken in the graphic
vocabulary of late-20th century advertising allure, without
feeling confused, without projecting our adult knowledge
and desire and guilt about that desire onto them. We would
like to keep our children innocent, innocent perhaps of our
own reactions to their sexuality. And of what our society
has done with sexuality. Maybe we would simply like our
children to be off-limits to the Calvin Kleining of the
body. Our society has taken sexuality and translated it
into a wash of sepia and soft light and half-visible
nipples and provocative smiles that can be used to bathe
anything that anyone ever wants to sell us in the language
of fundamental physical desire. Maybe we would just like to
keep our children innocent of that. 

------------------------------------------------------------
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In response to 'random' & his fair ground exp., it brings up a wonderful 
& intense happening that I had happen to me @ a fairground about four 
months ago:

I was wondering around my small hometowns' fair when I noticed this very 
beautiful vision of love.  She was about 11.  She had on a black tank 
top & very tight white spandex (?)type shorts.  The sight to top all 
sight was the fact that you could tell what type of panties this vision 
of loveliness had on!  They were dark purple & bikini style. My first 
thought was "How could such a person of innocence know about these types 
of things or did she know how sexy she was looking!?!"  The sight of her 
made my knees weak! For those of who who do not know me, I am a 30 yr 
old woman, & this was a rare occurrence for such a feeling.  

I saw that she was not with her parents @ the time so I very shakingly 
followed her around as best I could.  Of course I was fighting a racing 
heart rate & giddiness.  Anyway, I got in line a few people behind her 
for a merry go round ride.  <GULP> The couple in front of me decided not 
to go on the ride & guess who ended up in a bench seat w/ my new found 
fasination!  I was trying to fight back every shaking feeling I had!  My 
palms were sweating & my mouth went dry as a bone.  

After the first few turns, we started to talk.  Her voice was as 
beautiful as she was!  A nightingale would not even compare!  We got to 
laughing & talking & I found out her name was Tiffany & that her parents 
had just dropped her off @ the fair.  Her friends were supposed to meet 
her there but had not shown up yet.  I found myself looking deeply into 
her eyes & just staring @ her.  The cries of laughter & joy that goes 
along w/ a fair faded into the background.  

Well, the ride ended and I had built up a level of freindship w/ her 
that we went to get a pop [soda?].  On the way, her freinds arrived & 
she went off with them :(.  But <GULP> not before I was able to find 
out more info about her.  We have become very close freinds & talk on 
the internet alot.  I think she has an idea how my feelings are developing 
for her & she is not backing away from me.  In fact, I think she is 
getting the same feelings for me.  We have even bumped into each other 
from time to time & it usually ends up in a giggle fest.  

I still am fascinated by her & all that she is.  I will keep you all 
posted...

'?'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Andre' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

I have removed the stars for movie quality this time, it took too much
time to get a decent estimate. So if you want not only some girls but
also good movies, you'll have to find out yourself, I'm afraid. Not 
many on my list for this week, but what's there seems all worthwhile. 

Saturday, 23.15-1.00, RTL5: Wildflower (USA, 1991, drama/romance) -
 Reese Witherspoon (14)
Two children find a handicapped, heavily abused girl in a barn and
try to save her. ****

Sunday, 13.45-15.15, BRT1: The baby-sitters club (USA, 1995, children's) -
 Schuyler Fisk (12), Bre Blair, Larisa Oleynik (13), Rachael Leigh
 Cook (15), Tricia Joe, Stacy Linn Ramsower, Zelda Harris, Madeline
 Zima (8), and others
A group op seven girls makes some money with a baby-sitting club. They
decide to also start a Summer camp. The father of the leading girl
returns, but does not want her to tell anyone else. Leading, major and
minor roles. ****1/2

Sunday, 20.30-22.30, Net5: Little Women (USA, 1994, historic drama) -
 Kirsten Dunst (11), Claire Danes (14)
<dd>The life of four sisters during the age of the Civil War. ***1/2

Monday, 22.15-23.50, ZDF: In the cold light of day (Netherlands/UK,
 1994, thriller) - Perdita Weeks
A detective is looking for a serial child murderer, and befriends a
mother and her young daughter. The daughter is to serve as 'bait' for
the criminal. *****

Monday, 1.40-3.15, ZDF: In the cold light of day (Netherlands/UK,
 1994, thriller) - Perdita Weeks
See above.

Wednesday, 1.35-3.05, BBC1: The River Rat (USA, 1984, adventure) -
 Martha Rimpton (13)
A man, who has been in jail for 13 years innocently for murder,
finally gets free. He immediately starts searching for his twelve
years old daughter, who however is not as interested in seeing him as
he is in seeing her. ****

--

Among the non-movie programs, the following deserves attention:
Thursday, 21.38-22.31, Nederland 1: Werelden - En daarom werk ik
Documentary about working children (8-12 years old) in Dacca,
Bangladesh.

--

One movie I recently saw, and is no doubt of interest of this group,
is 'Het debuut' (Netherlands, 1977, director Noucka van Brakel,
starring Marine de Graaf and Gerard Cox). It is about a secret love
affair between a girl of 14 and a man of 41, a friend of her
father's. The relationship lasts only short, stranding on the
forced secrecy (the man is married) and differences in character,
but it is portrayed as sexually and not abusive from either side.
For those who prefer juicy scenes: There is one full nude (dancing
around in a hotel room to celebrate the fact that she lost her
virginity the preceding evening) and various topless shots, but those
will probably not interest us very much as the real age of the girl
is 17, not 14, so she has already gone through puberty completely.

--

And I have told Shadetree again that there was some 'fanmail' on
our list. He wants you all to know that new [legal, clothed, girl] 
pics will be coming soon, and that he plans to have a lot of new 
ones in the Summer. Talking about good news!

'Andre'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Humbert' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi, I wish I had more time, and more to say to the mailing list. I'm 
kinda lonely lately, and I moved a few months ago, and adjusting is 
taking a long time. Its hard for me to make friends, and even harder 
to find people I feel I can share everything with. 

I want to participate in the mailing list more but unfortunately I have 
little to say, and I have little time to read actual postings, to even 
venture a comment or two. Of course having a computer at home would 
help. I may have one soon, I finally got out of the hell of American 
minimum wage, but I am still struggling to make any significant amount 
of money. So thanks again! 

I don't know if its available in the UK but the newest issue of 
Psychology Today has a couple of articles in it that may be worth a 
look. One is an article about Innocence and how it may be an overrated 
quality. This article is also accompanied by two or three pictures of a 
boy and girl dressed as angels, both are topless, and pretty damn cute 
too!  The second article that may be of interest is about homosexuality, 
and different modern movements, both secular and Christian that claim to 
"cure" homosexuality. The third article is about depression, and some 
new views on its causes. I thought all of these articles have some 
relationship to girl-lovers, and sexuality.

'Humbert'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



Forwarded by 'Andre':
----------------------------------------------------------------------

'Volkskrant' [Dutch newspaper], 19 March 1999:

_Pedophobia_

by Ellen de Visser

 Smashed windows, slangings and physical violence. From a more or less
 tolerated minority pedophiles have changed into the pariahs of society.
 Is the public outrage getting out of hand? `There used to be more
 acceptance for people who did not comply with the norms.'

Hundreds of sympathizing messages Cor J. got the past few months in prison.
An 82 years old lady wrote him that she would like to spend his time for him.
A whole box full of post came from a sports school in The Hague. An engineer
offered to support him financially. Cards came in with `We love you, Cor'.

 Within the prison too he enjoys respect. He gets all empty bottles of his
neighbours for the deposits and if his phonecard is empty, he can always
borrow one.

 The offence for which J. is locked up, runs into the imagination of many
parents of young children. Last year he dealt a few blows to the pedophile
who had abused his ten years old son Michel. The man died six weeks later.
The appeal hearing against J. was last Wednesday. The Roermond court of
justice condemned him to four and a half years imprisonment.

 In the visitation area of the Grave prison he shows himself bitter about his
fate. A robust, sandy-haired man in his forties with a good-natured charisma.

`I did not want that man dead. The judge has wanted to put an example to
repress putting the right in one's own hands against pedophiles.'

 If one lines up the events of the past months, one can conclude that that
mission has failed. In Amsterdamm, Deventer and Urk (supposed) pedophiles were
harassed. With a signature action a woman in Roelofarendsveen managed to
prevent the coming of a pedophile to her district. In Roermond the mayor had
to call for locals to regain their composure after they had started a smear
campaign against a fornicator. A swimming-pool in Soest wants to disallow
access to men who want to swim alone at Wednesday afternoon.

 It is a question of `pedophobia', sexology professor J. Frenken says.
Pedophiles are the new pariahs of society. On an international conference,
Frenken recently heared that the problem is present in many European countries.

`Everywhere the neighbours are revolting and pedophiles are being harassed'.

 This massive public anger against pedophiles and fornicators is not new.
Gerard Rooijakkers describes in _Eer en schande_ (_Honour and shame_) how in
nineteenth century Brabant kangaroo courts were executed because of `sexual
offences'. Houses were smeared with dirt, a doll that was supposed to
represent the victim was carried through the village under terrible yelling.

 Unwanted behaviour, Rooijakkers writes, thus was punished in a ritual way. But
after such a so-called charivari, the victim was allowed to rejoin the
community chastened. The Groningen psychiatrist S. van Mesdag in 1912 in the
_Tijdschrift voor strafrecht_ (_Journal for criminal law_) also writes about
the `forgiving love' with respect to fornicators. `Each of them because of the
love of his fellow men keeps a place among the humans, is protected by it from
being ejected from society, remains in possession of human dignity.'

 But the forgivingness has disappeard and kangaroo courts have become rituals
of expulsion. This turn of the tide is strongly connected to the changing
image of pedophilia. In the seventies, the era of the sexual revolution,
rejecting pedophilia was seen almost as something prude and parlementarian
and pedophile E. Brongersma had all freedom to proclaim his ideas.

 But because of the increasing openness about sexual abuse, that sympathy
during the eighties slowly crumbled away. In _Wat doe jij met mijn kind?_
(_What are you doing with my child?_), pedophile Sytze van de Velde writes
from out of prison about the threats and the vandalism of his house.
`Society wants to take revenge. Lock them up, castrate them, eradicate them,
those men! Has my house been pillaged already?'

 The Dutroux case and the recent pleas for the registration of convicted
pedophiles and the life imprisonment for incorrigible pedosexuals, have
further damaged the image. `The public has lost their ability to nuance.'
J. Knap says, who is the lawyer tof Rene G., the pedophile who late last
year was frightened away from his home by his neighbours in Amsterdam-East.
`Since Dutroux every pedophile is a child murderer.'

 That process has been strengthened by the exceeding interest of the media
in everything that is connected to incest and lewdness, says P. Vasterman,
teacher on the Utrecht School for Journalism, who is working on his PhD
research on media hypes. `Now the spotlights are on child abuse since a few
years, there are more court cases. So there is more attention from the media,
and that in turn reinforces the fear among the population. Lewdness has
become an atrocious type of crime.'

 Anthropologist S. van der Geest tells about a teacher who could well handle
his pedophilic feelings, informed the board about his orientation and with
everyone's agreement was immediately excluded from school. `That is the
characteristic of a witch hunt: the whole group is being attacked without any
nuances.' Van der Geest wonders whether the way in which parents want to
assure the well-being of their children might be going too far.

 Barrister Knap says: `People do not accept any more that life happens to
imply that one runs certain risks. They want to make government responsible
for everything. That way a certain infection comes into being, public
sentiment is roused. I have the impression that parents with their autograph
actions and kangaroo courts want to howl down an existential fear, the fear
that they can never protect their children enough.'

 A growing inclination exists towards perfectionism in society, P. Margry,
folklorist on the Meertens-institute, admits. `There used to be a much greater
acceptation of people who in some way or another did not conform to the norms.
Nowadays the influence of destiny has to be eliminated at all costs.'

 According to Margry the culminating public anger towards fornicators points
towards the decreasing authority of justice. `The punishments that are being
inflicted are not deemed high enough.' However, punishing more severely is
not seen as the correct measure by experts. Foreign research shows that
therapy reduces the chance of recidivism, but it seems that noone would hear
of that any more.

 Offender therapists fear that it will not take long until in the Netherlands
too the so-called naming and shaming will take place. According to a recent
opinion poll, 90 percent of the population agrees with the idea of Minister
of Justice Korthals to set up a registration of pedosexuals. One third of the
Dutch are of the opinion that everyone should be able to consult that register.

 Three years ago, after the Dutroux case, there were also proposals in a
all-European context to organize a file with 'known paedophiles'. The NVSH
[Dutch Sexual Reform Movement] warned for the consequences. In America and
Great Britain such a register already exists and there it happens that
pedophiles remain in police cells for their own safety.

For Tiny Geelen from Almere the measures against pedophiles cannot go far
enough. her two children, together with ten other children from the
neighbourhood, were abused by a mentally handicapped boy. He is being
treated in a mental instituation, but is on weekend leave every now and again.
The children in the district do not dare to play outside alone.

 Geelen wants more severe punishments, better registration and a law that
says that fornicators may not return to the district where they committed
their crime. The SBS 6 program _Hart in Actie_ (_Heart in Action_) realized
her `fondest wish' and caused 1.7 million cards to be printed with the text

`Your voice helps for a law change against sexual child abuse'.
 They already god rid of 400,000. Companies call, shop owners want a stack
for on the counter and newspaper boys spread them in their districts. On the
Department of Justice mail bags full of cards arrive. The minister has not
reacted yet.

 Anthropologist Van der Geest does understand the fear of parents, but wonders
how to continue. `We can keep a pedophile out of our district with autographs
or threats, but where does he have to go then? Must he go up in air? Get life?'

 People are mostly working on cleaning their own backyard, professor Frenken
says. He calls the present popular anger towards pedophiles 
`counterproductive'. `If there is one factor that increases the chance of
recidivism, then it is the flat rejection by society that now falls to their
lot. This leads to social isolation and a low self esteem.'

 J. Staps, head of the youth and vice squad in the Rotterdam centrum district
thinks that excesses can be avoided if police together with rehabilitation
starts a 'monitoring system'. Staps is a member of the national working group
`fight against child porn and child prostitution' that advices the Justice
Department. He is of the opinion that notorious pedosexuals after their
release should be obliged to report to the police regularly for five years.

 `Police and rehabilitation should visit them at home. The policemen on the
beat should know which inhabitants are registered and should have the right
to enter there. A pedosexual must know that he is being monitored. Privacy?
The KLM is also allowed to blacklist aggressive passengers, not? If the
authorities can guarantee that a pedophile does not just disappear after his
punishment, people will automatically take the law in their own hands less.'

 Attorney-General I. van Asperen de Boer last Wednesday called for four and a
half years imprisonment against Cor J. She talked about a `crime of passion'.

`The reaction of someone who has been hurt in what is most dear to him. But
whatever happens, one cannot attempt another one's life.'

 Mr. R. Corten, Cor J.'s lawyer, thought a lower punishment would be enough
deterrent. `This case has two sides. Many have told Cor that they approved of
his act. But I think there are only few who would be willing to suffer a real
imprisonment for it.'

 On the television Cor saw that the neighbourhood held a party after his
action: Finally saved from that creep. But he has seen his son only twice in
the last ten months. He lives in a children's home because his mother collapsed
after his father's arrest. The child feels accomplice to what happened.

 Cor says: `That is what hurts the most. I just wanted to protect my son. And
it went wrong in a terrible way.'

Forwarded by 'Andre'
-----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Ian' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hey everyone :)

I was wondering, can net-cafes, ISPs, & organizations choose an 
online computer and then view/hear what the user is viewing/hearing?  

I recently was at a place w/ multiple computers where an employee messed 
with a computer station from another remote computer; since the screen 
was on, one could see what the employee was doing to the pc station. 
Soon after, I tried to click on a legal picture site, but couldn't. Then 
the person got the idea across to me that I shouldn't be getting that 
stuff! I soon left.  a) How was this being done?, b) and how can I 
protect my anonymity and protect myself from from being watched as I 
mess around on the net at home or especially in a public/private place 
where they can see your face? (I'm not worried about someone physically 
seeing my screen..)

Anyone with info on this?

Can we have as a topic for a future Fresh Petals and or ASGL- 
"How to live as a pe*o" - including different approaches depending on 
how far one wants to go? I feel this is a very important and useful 
topic!! (along with the much needed activist issue!! Thumbs up 
Ianthe :) Below are some thoughts:

 live more openly while taking measures to secure my identity & 
safety

 or live completely openly with including my following my 
orientation.

I dont know how far in either direction to go or what combination 
to take in order to live comfortably and securely AND get what I 
want as far as 'young girl lifestyle'.

I guess also, one has to take more measures in less tolerant countries. 

For now i want more anonymity until I figure out how to live AND get 
what I want, while also being an activist and gathering resources with 
others to improve the situation in my country & others.

In the end at least it will be easier for future peds to get what 
they want :)  We need to help others and for the future, not just
for now for ourselves or we will be crushed forever...

--

'Surgeboy' wrote:
>Using the media wisely (literature, current events,
>film, etc.,) we could reinvent 'the pedophile' in ways
>that make a more acceptable presence in everyday life.

>Possibly the most overt effort would center around a
>Presidential campaign.

YEs, you are right on! There is a fresh, exciting, (and to us - hopeful) 
candidate R.U. Sirius running for year 2000 election.

This is our chance to start and become active. Get up and let's 
do it!!

--

I'll talk to y'all soon.

"Distrust all in whom the impulse to punish is strong" 
-- Friedrich Nietzsche

Yours, 

'Ian'
-------------------------------------------------------------------



'random' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

'surgeboy' wrote:
>Well, I too, would like to take some sort of action also.
>However, I do not wish to support "in-your-face" bordering
>on the illegal type of "action".

i disagree.  i do not think that this battle will ever be won with 
statements from psychiatrists or civilized requests to congress.  As 
extremely dangerous as it is, i think that pedophiles must become as 
high profile and in-your-face as possible.  we have a reputation for 
being cowardly and such so i think that we would get a lot more respect 
if we stood up for our beliefs openly.  Yes, it could very well incite 
massive backlashes against pedophilia but i think, no i know that it's 
the only way.  We can form some kind of lobby group and publish 
civilized enlightened arguments that no one it going to pay any 
attention to or we can protest screaming on street corners that so and 
so's imprisonment was wrong and child pornography does no harm to the 
child and such.  At least 95% of the crowd will be shocked out of their 
minds and won't come close to understanding but i think that 5% or so 
will have a vague understanding.  as long as we make sure that we aren't 
supporting things (yet) that could be turned against us later on i think 
that we could actually open up some minds to new possibilities.

there will come a time when we have a foothold like the gays do and 
that's when the sh!t's gonna have to hit the fan.  Christians tolerate 
gays because they're only screwing over themselves as far as their 
concerned but pedophiles are seen as screwing over children.  we can 
only influence people up to a certain point and then if we succeed all 
hell breaks loose.  There's gonna have to be a major change in the way 
christians and indeed society as a whole looks at human beings.  I don't 
think that it's gonna happen any other way...

perhaps the next sexual revolution will live up to its name.

'random'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Degon' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

'surgeboy' wrote:
>It seems that this woman owned her own successful business.
>
>Maybe she was attracting customers away from her competitors, or
>just being too successful.  Nevertheless, the resulting jealousy
>spawned a vicious rumor that she "slept her way to success".
>
>Such a rumor encouraged action, which is where Christ came in.
>If only one man lived today that could carry the weight and the
>authority that Christ had. 

You praise the solution who is the problem!

It's the X-tian faith and it's false morals that cause
many of the problems in today's society, specially
sexual related ones in the first place.

I do know a few X-tians (including a bl cath. priest)
that are good people and some of them look right through
the games the church plays.

But let's not forget: The christian churches have always
been a instrument of the ruling class.

They have shown the mob a million times where the stones lay
rather then protect the victims!

Don't wait for god to help you! He's dead and being dragged
by strings across the stage for 2,000 years - and his puppeteers
are your worst enemy!

Since the mass media demonize us as well
the only thing left is; Talking one on one.

I recently needed some help from a carpenter,
I went into his shop to build a custom table.
Mike is your average guy that loves tits, blow jobs and dirty jokes.
He asked me repeatedly about girls and I told them that I like them
"younger" and "very slim". I observed his reaction for a while, it
was quite positive, so we started to talk more open.
Mike has never touched a underage girl, but admitted that young
meat turns every healthy men with eyes in his head on.

The mob hates the "pedo", the "jew", the "nigger" etc. because
it's a formless mass, an idea, not a person.

It is way harder for a single person to tell you in the face they hate
you because you are black, a jew or appreciate young girls looks,
specially when that person have known you for a while,
and while it's hard to hide if you're black, you can be the average
neighbor for years before "coming out" as a girl lover.

A tip through: Don't out yourself in a pub with a dozen drunk fellas
right after the TV brought just another child molester story...

Let's fight this slander campaign against us men by men, house by house.

'Dengon'
---------------------------------------------------------------------


 [ Can I remind people that this is a support and information 
   list, not a political hot-air chamber - if you want to 
   talk politics go do it on the newsgroups where you 
   won't be wasting your time "preaching to the converted". ]
 



ends

alt.support.girl-lovers                              21st March 1999
--------------------------------------------------------------------
                                               Last: 20th March 1999
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UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

March 19 1999     

CHILDREN are becoming prisoners of a "bedroom culture"
because their parents fear for their safety outside,
according to a new study. 

They are giving their children more televisions, videos,
computers and CD players to use in their bedrooms to
compensate for their restricted lifestyles, the London
School of Economics report says. 

Almost a third of parents said their children spent very
little or none of their leisure time outside the home. 
Busy parents unable to spend much time with their children 
- or to guarantee their safety if they are not with them 
- consider computers and television an easy option.

As a result, books are having an increasingly smaller role
in children's lives. They prefer to use CD-Roms and the
Internet as their sources of information, and television
for their narrative. According to the study, books are
regarded as "boring, old-fashioned, frustrating and
requiring too much effort. Books are not trendy: they are
the sort of thing your parents approve of," it says. 

Drugs and crime were cited as their biggest worries. There
was a "stark contrast" between their perception of the
environment now and when they were young. "Possibly by way
of compensation, increasing numbers of children are
provided with a rich media environment at home." 

Only 11 per cent of parents said that the streets where 
they live are "very safe" for their child, compared with 
56 per cent who felt similarly secure in the neighbourhood 
in which they grew up. In the cities, children find 
themselves imprisoned by violence - in rural areas, by 
isolation. 

The report, _Young People, New Media_, says that young people 
do not, in general, feel isolated in their bedrooms. They 
share their "media lives" with friends and conduct "pen-pal" 
relationships over the Internet. Nor could they be termed 
media addicts. Only 1 per cent of children could be termed 
heavy users of television or computer games, watching a 
"worrying" - but average for adults - seven hours a day. 

Sonia Livingstone, head of the team, which claims to have
conducted the most comprehensive survey of media use by
children for 40 years, said: "Our research does not support
moral panics about children addicted to computer games or
mindless entertainment on television, but children need to
be screen-wise as well as book-wise. They are developing
new skills and need support in this."

About half of young people have personal computers at home,
and a third have television-linked games machines in their
bedrooms.  Just over two thirds of young people have 
televisions in their rooms. Among children aged six and 
seven, half have televisions.

Coupled with such access to technology is the trend towards
the bedroom being the sole private space for children.
While teenagers retreating to their bedrooms is nothing new,
the study finds that children from the age of nine are
turning to their bedrooms as a place to socialise.

One consequence of children watching television alone or
with friends is unpoliced viewing. Nearly a third of children 
ignore the 9pm watershed, despite 82 per cent of parents 
considering it a "very good idea". Many parents insist they 
enforce the watershed, but some children gave a different 
story.

The study was funded by the Advertising Association, the 
BBC, BT, the Broadcasting Standards Commission, ITV and 
several European bodies. More than 1,300 children filled 
in questionnaires, 32 families gave detailed interviews, 
and 27 focus groups with young people aged six to 17 
provided researchers with information about their 
television, computer, video, audio and book use.

Working-class families were less likely to have computers
at home, but, if they did, they were more likely to be in
the child's room because parents did not use them. 

The 36 per cent of children who have access to a PC
in the home say that they are now twice as likely to use
that as a source of information than a book. In fact, the
report suggests that while children still read a book for
an average of 15 minutes a day (a figure that has not
altered in 40 years), this tends to be fiction, and the 
trend toward using the PC for information may have an 
impact on the use of libraries and the sale of 
non-fiction books.

---------------------------------------------------------



UK: comment on the above survey:
---------------------------------------------------------

A survey published last week by researchers at the London
School of Economics confirms that there is a trend to
materialistic solipsism among British children, and not
just those of the underprivileged. Indeed, the trend is
most marked in the middle classes. Many parents have become
so afraid of the horrors of the outside world on their
children's behalf that they seek to turn their bedrooms
into self-sufficient worlds from which dangerous venturing
forth is unnecessary.

Fear of the outside world - surely fed by representations
of it on the very television that is supposed to be a
substitute for it - is, of course, only one of the motives
for such parental largesse towards children. Television is
a kind of latter-day laudanum, or Infant Quietness as it
was known in the 19th century. Put a child in front of the
television and you can then get on with your life,
uninterrupted by his incessant demands for attention. 

To fill a child's bedroom with expensive electronic
paraphernalia is both an expression of love and sacrifice,
and an easy substitute for it. As every prosperous person
knows, time is more precious than money, for it cannot be
bought or expanded. The allocation of time really is a
zero-sum game. To spend time with children, therefore, and
laboriously to ensure that they have social activities of
the right kind, is a truer expression of love than any
material gift can ever be. The trouble is that we don't
really love our children - a fact that is obvious when you
compare a restaurant in England with one in Italy. 

Moreover, the trend to materialistic solipsism is a
self-reinforcing one. The more we express our supposed love
for, or at least duty towards, our children by means of
purchases of technological gadgets for their bedrooms, the
more they will demand the latest and the best. Where gifts
are proof of love, only a continued supply can reassure the
child that he is still loved. And in so far as he has any
social contacts at all, they will consist of anxious
comparisons of gifts received. 

Of course, millions of children are still brought up well
by their parents, and in the modern world it is essential
that children be familiar with the computer. We cannot just
imitate a mythologised past in the way we rear the next
generation.

Nevertheless, the trend towards the replacement of activity
and engagement with the world by the passive absorption of
entertainment has gone further in this country than in
other comparable ones, no doubt because of a traditional
indifference to children and a willingness, even eagerness,
to palm them off. We are a nation that neglects its
children, disguising this from ourselves by expenditure
upon them.

A taste for passive entertainment is the greatest cause of
boredom, because when the entertainment ends - as sometimes
it must - the world is found wanting by comparison with it.
If you live in a mental world of car chases, a bus ride is
intolerably tedious, to say nothing of the mastery of
strenuous skills. Thus the way we treat our children is to
prepare them for a life of lethargy, discontent and
dissatisfaction, but if the truth be told we don't really
care, so long as they don't disturb us. As Marie Antoinette
would have put it, if told the children were bored and
unloved: let them watch TV. 

-------------------------------------------------------------


UK: more comment
-------------------------------------------------------------

_Over-protection and safety of children_

INITIAL comment on the research findings which show that 
children are living in a "bedroom culture" has 
concentrated on what they do while there. Since the 
answer is that they spend a great deal of time watching 
television and playing computer games there is 
inevitable concern about the nature and quality of the 
programmes they see and the games they play.

 Is the 9pm watershed still a practical way of protecting 
young minds from corrupting influences? Is there a realistic
alternative?

 These are reasonable questions, but they miss the point. 
The bigger issue is whether there is really any good reason 
for children to be treated as virtual prisoners in their
own homes. The phenomenon is, of course, the result of 
love. Parents are simply terrified of the evil which might 
befall their offspring if they are allowed to play 
unsupervised beyond the safe confines of the family home.

 This fear is perfectly understandable, but it is misguided. 
While there are uniquely modern dangers to consider - such 
as the vast numbers of cars on our roads - the darker 
perils of abduction by paedophiles or random violence are 
statistically insignificant. Parents are simply wrong to 
fear that such awful misfortune is likely to befall their 
children.

 Ironically, television has probably played a central role 
in creating the paranoia which makes sensible parents 
believe that such dangers are prevalent when in truth they 
simply are not. The minority who have suffered the acute 
misery of being the victims of real crimes of violence are 
dwarfed by the majority who have only seen such crimes 
portrayed in graphic detail on the small screens in their 
living rooms.

 Reducing the fear of crime which damages the lives of
more people than crime itself is harder than fiddling 
with the regulation of broadcasting, but it is infinitely 
more important.

 Children deprived of the experience of exploring for 
themselves without parental supervision will not just get 
fatter and more bored. They will fail to learn the skills 
required to protect themselves against danger in their 
adult lives. Over-protection may in fact be actively 
dangerous. 

-------------------------------------------------------------



UK: War on Kids #1
-------------------------------------------------------------

19th March 1999

[...]

In a recent case an 11-year old boy stood trial for breaking 
a toddler's leg. The boy had some learning difficulties, and, 
while he knew that what he did was bad, he clearly had no 
comprehension of the full gravity of what he had done. Tough. 
He was taken to trial just 12 days after the abolition of 
'doli incapax'. Now he has a criminal record. And because his 
victim was a child, he has been placed on a register of child 
abusers for the rest of his natural life. This boy is now to 
be counted among child-killers and perverts, and keep the 
police informed of his whereabouts, for the next 60 or more 
years.

Since the government decided that it would start prosecuting 
children, it has taken the next logical step and established 
jails for children. The first such institution is run by the 
private security firm Group 4, at the Medway. According to 
a report early this year by social services, staff training, 
services and conditions are in no way adequate for young
children. Staff turnover has been high, and staff have 
complained of violence against them. Records of violence 
against the children is a more closely guarded secret - but 
it is known that staff have often lost control, having to 
call on Group 4's other security officers to regain control. 
Resentment at being thrown into cells led children at the 
Medway to riot last year.

The home secretary Jack Straw announced his latest raft of 
measures against children with a paper bullishly titled 
'No more excuses'. Throughout the document Straw pours scorn 
on the principle of 'doli incapax' (which he translates as 
'incapable of evil' rather than the more orthodox 'incapable 
of harm' - indicative of his own pre-modern thinking). To 
Straw it is simply untenable that children should be 
incapable of 'evil'. The idea that there is a difference 
between adult responsibility and childish misbehaviour makes 
no sense to him, because he does not really understand the 
former, as much as he does not understand the latter. A man
who is used to treating adults like children, finds it 
difficult to understand why you should not treat children
as adults.

Proposals include more curfews against children, special 
laws to arrest children and more children's jails. So far 
a further four jails are planned.

It is difficult to believe that a grown man, let alone a 
senior politician should seek to aggrandise himself by 
attacking children. Such behaviour would have Straw sent 
on a permanent course of bullying counselling if it 
had taken place in a playground. But in government, it is 
acceptable to make yourself look big by beating on small 
boys and girls.

A society that punishes children for adult crimes has lost 
any sense of what adult responsibility is. Jack Straw simply 
does not understand that punishment is reserved for those 
who are capable of understanding that they have done wrong. 
But then Jack Straw does not understand that people are 
ordinarily capable of making responsible decisions for 
themselves. It is not children that Straw does not 
understand, it is adults, and adult responsibility.

Children in the dock, children's prisons, children pinned 
down by Group 4's hired goons, Jon Venables and Robert 
Thompson held prisoner at the home secretary's whim. These 
are the vicious and stupid consequences of a government 
that scorns liberty and responsibility.

In years to come people will look back on New Labour's 
campaign against children with horror and amazement. Jack 
Straw's reputation will compare with Castlereagh's - or 
Herod's. 

Let's hasten that day.

-------------------------------------------------------------



UK: War on Kids #2
---------------------------------------------------------

19th March 1999

_Boy of 6 'exposed himself to girls'_

A BOY of six is being kept under close supervision at
school after being accused of "sexually inappropriate
behaviour" toward female classmates.

Some parents at the school in Enfield, North London,
reportedly demanded that the boy should be expelled 
after he allegedly "waved his willy" at them.

The school has put an extra teacher on duty during break 
times to keep the boy under observation, and a spokesman 
for the council said a social worker had visited the 
school.

However, teaching unions yesterday backed the school and
the local education authority, who decided he should be
allowed to remain.

---------------------------------------------------------



War on Kids #3
---------------------------------------------------------

17th March 1999

CHILDREN will be a main target of a new government 
measure aimed at curbing anti-social behaviour. 

From April 1, police and local authorities will
be able to apply to the courts for anti-social
behaviour orders.

The maximum term for the order will be for
two years and a breach will be a criminal
offence punishable by up to five years in
prison. 

---------------------------------------------------------



UK:
---------------------------------------------------------

21st March 1999

_Sex offender's release to be raised with Home Secretary_ 

  THE CASE of John Cronin, the persistent sex offender who
leaves prison tomorrow, is to be raised with the home
secretary. Ray Wyre, Britain's leading expert on paedophiles, 
intends to use it to persuade Jack Straw to introduce 
legislation to lock up paedophiles indefinitely.

However, Cronin's sex offences relate only to adults.  The 
bulky Cronin, a social misfit with obsessive interests in 
politics and who recently converted to Islam, first came 
to the public's attention when he carried out a vicious 
attack and sexual assault on Judy X, a Tory party 
activist, in her Edinburgh home in 1992. 

Cronin, 29, is understood to have been transferred from
Peterhead prison near Aberdeen this weekend to a jail
closer to Tranent, East Lothian, where he is expected to
return to his parents' home. 

Wyre has been advocating legislation for some years to
allow the courts to re-imprison sex offenders for 
"dangerousness", on their release, rather than waiting 
for them to reoffend. 

The Home Office is planning such a move, but campaigners
argue that it would be a breach of human rights.  Wyre, 
and others who work in his field, have been asked to 
brief Straw on how any new legislation should work.

During his four-year stay in prison, Cronin was made
to join the STOP therapy programme at Peterhead, 
designed to modify the behaviour of sex offenders. He 
was not a willing participant and was disruptive, 
forcing the programme's organisers to remove him.

Towards the end of 1997, Cronin applied to attend the
course again. He has recently completed the programme.

---------------------------------------------------------



UK:
---------------------------------------------------------

        
18/03/1999
        
_UK: Forum Favours ISP Privacy Code_

Market forces may push Internet service providers into
signing up to a new privacy code.
        
A privacy code for Internet service providers (ISPs) is 
top of the agenda at an Internet privacy forum next week,
writes Lisa Kelly.
        
The meeting, on 22 March, has been organised by trade
association London Internet Exchange (Linx) to counter
fears that ISPs have been collaborating with police forces
to allow access to personal data and email - a practice
revealed exclusively by Computing in August.
        
Linx chairman Keith Mitchell said collaboration with police
created a 'mistaken impression that subscribers' privacy
is not of primary importance to ISPs.'

The proposed code will not be mandatory, but it will be
supported by the Internet Service Providers' Association
and Mitchell hopes that 'market forces' will push ISPs
into signing up.
        
The code sets out best practices, including promises from
ISPs not to read customers' emails, to have adequate
security to stop hackers violating privacy, and to ensure
that user data complies with privacy legislation. The
forum will be attended by public interest group
Cyber-Rights & Civil-Liberties, representation from the
DTI, and over 30 industry representatives including BT and
AOL.
        
Cyber-Rights director Yaman Akdeniz welcomed the move. Last
week the group gave evidence to the Trade and Industry
Committee's electronic commerce inquiry, as did Data
Protection Registrar Elizabeth France.

---------------------------------------------------------



UK:
---------------------------------------------------------

19th March 1999

_Secret phone tapping soars_

THE security and intelligence services are bugging more
people than at any time since the second world war,
according to new figures. 

They show a steady increase in the numbers who have had
their telephones tapped or their mail opened. The trend is
the opposite of what had been expected - surveillance has
always been closely linked to the violence in Northern
Ireland, which has subsided.

The figures, to be revealed to MPs shortly, show that last
year 1,763 phone and mail intercepts were authorised by the
government. That represents a 3% rise on the previous
year's record of 1,712.

The real increase is, however, likely to be far higher
since the 1997 figures cover the whole United Kingdom,
whereas those for 1998 exclude Scotland.

Bugging operations have not been so high since the second
world war, when figures reached 1,682 in 1940.

Telephone tapping, which is estimated to cost the
government 15m a year, is regarded as one of the cheapest
means of gathering intelligence.

Much of the rise is thought to be connected to the decision
to deploy the intelligence services in the fight against
crime, and the anti-corruption purge within the police. 
Hitherto they had been restricted mainly to terrorists 
and subversives. However, they are increasingly targeting 
organised criminals and drug traffickers. It means some 
major criminals are subjected to as much surveillance as 
IRA terrorists at the height of their bombing campaign
in Britain. 

The figures, which will be reported to Tony Blair next
week, have caused concern among politicians and civil
rights groups.

Alan Beith, the Liberal Democrat home affairs spokesman,
said the figures showed a "worryingly large" increase. He
attributed it, in part, to the spiralling popularity of
mobile telephones, particularly among criminals.

"If an individual under investigation has several phone
lines, then it means an increase in surveillance," said
Beith.

Under British law, security and intelligence services must
apply to secretaries of state at relevant departments such
as the Home Office, Northern Ireland Office or Scottish
Office if they want a warrant authorising them to bug
telephones or intercept mail.

The home office defended its procedures last week, saying:
"Officials at four levels of the home office looked at
applications before they were sent to the home secretary." 

John Wadham, of Liberty, the civil rights group, said,
however, that the monitoring system was still inadequate.
"It is wrong that the government decides who the state
should listen to. Such decisions should be made by judges,
not politicians." 

The latest figures were compiled by Lord Nolan, the
interception of communications commissioner, who monitors
and reports on surveillance methods to the government. 

---------------------------------------------------------- 



UK: Comment on last week's "short skirts panic":
----------------------------------------------------------

20 March 1999

_There are worse things than a short skirt_

 IT'S ALL very confusing, and if I were a West Midlands
schoolgirl sent home to change my micro-skirt for something
more appropriate (a serge gym-slip over a pair of navy-blue
gym knickers, perhaps) I'd probably feel outraged too. 

 It was pretty brave of Barbara O'Connor, headteacher of 
Dormston School in Sedgley, to send 22 girls home. 
Schoolgirls en masse are a terrifying species. I speak 
from personal experience, having, many years ago, worked 
as a supply teacher in West Ham. I was supposed to
teach English literature but for some mysterious reason
they had me down for embroidery, a science about which I
know little. Not that it mattered much. I spent more time
breaking up scissor-and-needle fights between various
classroom factions than teaching lazy daisy stitch. 

 Where the admirable and clearly well-intentioned Miss
O'Connor went wrong was in equating the length of a
gym-slip with some of its sex appeal. Believe me, Miss
O'Connor, there is absolutely no connection. Gym-slips,
irrespective of their length, are sexy. Why else do you
suppose a restaurant in the City called School Dinners,
where the waitresses wore pigtails, gym-slips and black
stockings, did so well? They weren't mini-skirted
gym-slips, either, just the regular knee-length jobs like
the ones I used to wear at my convent. But they drove the
punters wild, firing them to order extra portions of
cabbage and steamed roll with custard.

 Whether this was the reason that Baroness Brigstocke,
former high mistress of my daughter's school, abolished the
school uniform when she took over, I cannot say; but no one
could possibly describe what those girls wore to school as
alluring. Grunge was in vogue at the time and someone once
compared the pupils of St Paul's to the tattered remnants
of a defeated Turkish army.

 My youngest did her A-levels at a Catholic boys' school
that allowed girls into the sixth form. It had a uniform,
but the girls were exempt though there was a dress code -
calf-length skirts and flat shoes. One lunch time she came
home weeping. She had been told to change out of the white
T-shirt and trousers she had on. "This is a school not a
beach, Penelope," said Miss Trubshaw. Thinking about it
now, I realise my convent school uniform was every
paedophile's dream - because as well as gym-slips and black
stockings, underneath our Viyella shirts and purple ties we
wore liberty bodices.

 I wonder why they were called liberty bodices; they were
just the opposite. They flattened our burgeoning chests and
had rubber buttons fore and aft at hip height to which
elastic suspenders, also with rubber buttons, were attached
like pent stays, and which in turn held up the famous black
stockings. If you tied an elastic band round your suspender
button, and loaded it with a conker, you could fire it from
the thigh like a catapult, with devastating results. And
when the rubber buttons came off, as they inevitably did,
you used a Smartie to hold up your stocking until the
warmth of your thigh melted the chocolate, at which point
you hoicked up your gym-slip, licked up the mess and
substituted another.

 The other interesting thing about my boarding-school
uniform was that it was very rarely washed. Nor, come to
think of it, were we. One bath a week (shared water with
three other girls) was the norm. We changed our shirts and
knicker linings every week but the heavy-duty gym knickers
which we wore over the linings for extra protection
(against what?) lasted us until half-term. At least modern
schoolgirls, miniskirted or not, are clean, which puts them
closer to God than we ever were. 

-----------------------------------------------------------




UK: Being impolite to police is OK - official
----------------------------------------------------------

_Liberty in rude health_ 

A black man walking a street in east London was told by a 
police officer to take his hands out his pockets and 
refused to do so. The police officer asked where he was 
going, and received the reply: "This is a free country 
and I can walk where I like." 

Since it is no part of the police's duty to enforce a code
of deportment that would catch out Tony Blair, Prince
Charles and the whole of Eton College, Conrad Samuels was
justified in asserting his rights a little bluntly. The
police had no grounds for "reasonable suspicion" that Mr
Samuels, who is black, was carrying a weapon or tools with
intent to burgle, and should not have wrestled him to the
ground, arrested him and locked him up. 

"It is unfortunate that the plaintiff gave the police
officer unhelpful answers," as Lord Bingham, the Lord Chief
Justice, declared. But in ruling that there is no condition
of politeness attached to freedom, Lord Bingham has struck
an important blow for liberty. 

----------------------------------------------------------



UK: crypto snippet
----------------------------------------------------------

21 March 1999

The UK Government's handling of Internet encryption will be
criticised by a House of Commons select committee when it
reports after the Easter holidays.

The trade and industry select committee has criticised 
the government for dithering over key escrow.

It says the government wasted two years looking at the
system, eager to appease the security services, and then 
finally realised it would cripple the UK's booming 
cyber-economy. 

----------------------------------------------------------



Security snippet:
----------------------------------------------------------

It seems that the Windows 98 "unique ID code" scare only
applies to those who have Ethernet networking cards in
their machines.

----------------------------------------------------------



An ironic snippet, for those who remember that recent 
"anti-paedophilia" UNESCO conference in Paris....
---------------------------------------------------------

A HIGH-RANKING civil servant at UNESCO in Paris has been
deprived of diplomatic immunity amid accusations that he
enslaved and maltreated his niece.

The unprecedented decision to lift immunity from criminal
prosecution underlines the embarrassment of Unesco (the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation) at the claims made against Gabriel Mpozagara
and his wife, Candide, diplomats said yesterday.

The French police have launched a formal investigation 
into the allegations.

Human rights workers say the decision to lift immunity 
is important because UNESCO diplomats in Paris have 
always escaped abuse allegations in the past.

----------------------------------------------------------



Absurd statistics from a conference in South Africa:
----------------------------------------------------------

19th March 1999

"At any time you can access 10 million child pornography
images on the Internet," Iyavar Chetty, senior executive
of South Africa's Film and Publications Board, said.
        
----------------------------------------------------------

   [ Ianthe comments: Once again, you get the impression that 
     the campaigners are feeding bemused officials the estimated 
     and highly dubious figures claimed for _all_  porn images 
     on the net, and then doing a "slight of hand" trick such 
     as speculating "most porn probably features people 
     between 18 and 21, therefore all porn on the net is 
     actually child porn." ]


USA:
----------------------------------------------------------

16th March 99

Janet Reno, speaking at an Information Technology 
Association of America policy summit, today outlined 
plans to launch a media campaign to raise the 
awareness of young people concerning the risks of 
using the Internet. 

----------------------------------------------------------



Australia:
----------------------------------------------------------

19 March 1999

_Experts warn Internet porn crackdown won't work_

19th March 1999

The Federal Government has been warned its attempt 
to crackdown on Internet pornography has absolutely
no chance of working.

Internet experts believe users will simply turn to
offshore Internet service providers. 

The new rules are aimed primarily at Australian Internet
service providers, with the Communications Minister,
Richard Alston, conceding he cannot impose regulations on
offshore providers. 

Material be determined by the National Classification 
Board. If an Australian Web site referred to this panel 
by an offended member of the public were declared illegal 
or even "offensive", the Internet service provider would 
have to block access to it. If it were declared to be 
R-rated, some age-verification mechanism such as a PIN 
number would have to be in place before you were allowed 
access to it. 

But Kim Heitman from the Internet users' lobby group,
Electronic Frontiers Australia, says all of this can be
easily circumvented by Internet users. 

"What they'll do is simply cut the .au off their particular
domain name and go to a site in the United States which is
not regulated," Mr Heitman said.

"What this is doing is making the world safe for American
pornography." 

Greens Senator Bob Brown has described a crackdown on 
pornography on the Internet as a pre-election stunt
and the latest attempt to trammel on the freedoms of 
Australians.

"I think we are in a perilous situation as far as freedom
on speech and expression and the very strongly held and
time-honoured liberties in Australia and it seems to be
reverse march at the moment."

 The Internet Industry Association's executive director, 
Peter Coroneous, conceded that the regime announced 
yesterday "won't limit access of children to most illegal 
material - because most of it originates offshore.

 "You can have the most draconian regime and it will not
make one wit of difference to access," he says. "It's like
trying to stop the rain." 

----------------------------------------------------------



Australia:
----------------------------------------------------------

18.03.99

_Appeal is all in the timing_

A couple of weeks ago it was drugs. Now it's *Lolita,*
porn in cyberspace and a little booklet in schools called
*KISSS* (The Keep It Simple Guide to Safe Sex). What's
going on in the highest councils of the national
Government?

The FBI director is barely out the door after chatting to
the Prime Minister about zero tolerance of drugs before a
Tasmanian senator is in the door to chew his ear 
about zero tolerance of sex -- except within the bonds of 
holy matrimony. And not too much of that, either, unless it
happens to be single-mindedly devoted to the procreation of
children.

Cabinet even spent time on Tuesday discussing *KISSS.*
Tasmania's Senator Brian Harradine would like it banned.
For the devoutly Catholic Harradine, safe sex is simple 
enough. All that is required is abstinence until after 
the wedding bells have pealed.

Naturally, Harradine insists his views on sex are entirely
separate from any thoughts the Prime Minister, John Howard,
might have about how he should cast his crucial Senate vote
when it comes to the Government's tax reform package and
the privatisation of the rest of Telstra.

Not that Howard is antagonistic to Harradine's censorious
approach to sex. It's a long while since small-"l" liberals
such as former customs minister Don Chipp held much sway in
the Liberal Party. If anything, Howard hopes he can goad
the Labor leader, Kim Beazley, into taking a less
censorious line on sex, drugs, naughty hip-hop lyrics, nude
boot scootin' etc. But Labor no longer promotes prominent
libertarians such as Chipp's successor as customs minister,
the late Lionel Murphy.

Beazley will not be drawn into denouncing either Howard or
Harradine for failing to appreciate the merits of *Lolita*
as an art-house movie. Instead, as can be seen from his
"direction-setting" speech on Tuesday, he is busy
identifying Labor with the Coalition on supporting family
values and the aspirations of middle Australia while
condemning the evils of single parents on welfare.

All of which leaves those who want to push ahead with a new
agenda on unemployment or superannuation a little
frustrated. [long explanation of the importance of this
and other Bills pending]  By the time Cabinet members have 
watched *Lolita* and read *KISSS,* there's not a lot of 
time left over for hearing the superannuation industry's 
tale of woe.

----------------------------------------------------------




_End thought_ - this has relevance to the kids are just 
"bedroom couch potatoes" article above - maybe kids are
just training themselves for the major activity in which
they will spend the rest of their lives?
----------------------------------------------------------

 Twenty-five years ago, Americans spent roughly 64 percent
of what's called "waking hours" at "leisure" -- that is, not
working for pay or doing chores at home. By 1990, that
figure had climbed to 70 percent. Although the portrait of
"overworked Americans" painted by researchers such as
Juliet Schor has been widely embraced by the media, it
relies heavily on impressionistic methods such as polls and
recollections. In 1997, John P. Robinson of the University of
Maryland and Geoffrey Godbey of Penn State convincingly
countered such claims through the use of detailed time
diaries. They've found that Americans average about 40
hours of free time per week, a total that represents a gain
of about an hour of leisure per day since 1965.

 In fact, because the culture boom gluts people with
choices and opportunities both to make and to consume, it
pushes them toward active behavior. Simply to filter out
noise from their cultural systems, they must become active
agents. As the range of materials to choose from increases,
even passive receivers must actively construct the cultural
world around them.

 Relatively recent (read: already outdated) estimates say 
the typical Web page has about 500 words on it and put the 
total number of Web pages at somewhere between 200 million 
and 1 billion. Using the low estimate, that means the Web 
has put an extra 10 billion words in circulation, many of 
which are directed at commenting on and critiquing 
more-traditional cultural activities.  

 And who wrote those 10 billion words? People with 40 hours 
of free time per week. In a society in which personal 
computer ownership grew by more than 50 percent during the 
past four years alone, we are well on our way to a society 
in which everyone, regardless of class or age, owns 
multiple means of cultural production and distribution.

----------------------------------------------------------
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   { Press-cuttings round-up ]

* USA: Oklahoma City agrees to $400,000 settlement over 
       "child porn" seizure
* Australia: New checks to root out paedophiles - and the innocent
* UK:  Spreading suspicion -- the dangers of the NSPCC's 
       'Full Stop campaign'
* Europe: Freedom's Flame Flickers - new EU measures would
       allow for detention-without-trial across Europe
* UK:  More comment of the "kids in their bedrooms" survey:
* USA: Thousands of U.S. kids "missing", but only 50 abducted 
       by strangers - official
* USA: Lawmakers Taking Drastic Steps to Fight Pedophiles
* USA: Local U.S. justice uneven for Internet sex crimes
* USA: Internet Filter Used in Schools Blocked the Bible and
       U.S. Constitution
* Extracts from a long article on 'nymphets'


USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Oklahoma City agrees to $400,000 settlement over "child 
porn" seizure_ 

17th March 1999
                 
OKLAHOMA CITY - Oklahoma City will pay $400,000 to settle 
a lawsuit sparked when police seized videotapes of the 
movie "The Tin Drum" on the grounds that it was child 
pornography, city officials said Wednesday. 

Oklahoma City Council voted Tuesday for the out-of-court
settlement with a video rental chain and two national video
business associations. 

The groups had sued the city after police confiscated the
movie and customer records from area video stores and some
private homes, the city manager's office said. 

Police raided video stores and private homes to seize 
copies of the move in 1997 after a group calling itself 
Oklahomans for Children and Families complained to 
Oklahoma District Attorney Bob Macy that the movie was 
obscene under state law and a county judge ruled it 
contained scenes of child pornography.

A federal judge ruled later that police violated federal
privacy laws and that the film was not pornographic. 

The Tin Drum is a 1979 German-language adaptation of
novelist Gunther Grass' story of a boy who beats a drum
and wills himself to stay small during the Nazi era in
anger at an adult world gone mad. 

It won an Academy Award for best foreign film.

-----------------------------------------------------------------



Australia:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

_New checks to root out paedophiles - and the innocent_

22nd March 1999

CHECKS against government Families Services
workers [social workers] will be widened to cover all 
criminal charges, including those not proven in court, 
in a controversial bid to identify paedophiles.

A person who was charged but found not guilty of a 
criminal offence would still have to reveal the charge.

Families Minister Anna Bligh said the new laws, to 
apply by June, were needed to protect vulnerable 
children.

New job application forms would make a person reveal the
conviction or court proceedings and then explain the 
circumstances as well as show evidence of rehabilitation. 

But the move was described as setting a dangerous precedent
for all state employees.

Lawyers, civil libertarians and the Public Service Union
blasted it as an excessive invasion of privacy.

Bar Association spokesman Tony Glynn said the move held the
judicial process in contempt.

"Why should they be able to reject the verdict of a jury?"
he said.

Mr Glynn said the proposal showed no regard for the
judicial process.  He said the new rules allowed a 
public servant to review a judicial case in which a 
person had been judged innocent.

Queensland Civil Liberties Council vice-president Terry
O'Gorman said the proposal set a dangerous precedent for
the Government to make checks on any employee.

"To call up any details of any conviction means people
would be forever penalised and never able to live down
their past," he said.

Mr O'Gorman said the law allowed people to make a clean
start five years after being convicted of many criminal
offences.

State Public Services Federation secretary Gordon Rennie
said the union opposed the move.

"We believe these matters should only be based on
convictions," Mr Rennie said. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

LM Commentary, 23 March 1999

_Spreading suspicion_

 Tiffany Jenkins points out the dangers of the NSPCC's 'Full 
 Stop campaign'

Over the coming week every household in Britain will receive a 
pledge form from the National Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children (NSPCC), as part of the largest mail shot 
ever carried out by a charity.

The NSPCC has also launched a TV and billboard advertising 
campaign described by many as harrowing and shocking. The 
press launch for this new 'Full stop campaign' to 'eradicate 
all child abuse' was hosted by Cilla Black and attended by 
Tony Blair, Prince Andrew and Baby Spice, all pledging to 
'do all I can to help stop cruelty to children'.

Nobody could object to the aim of ending child abuse and 
neglect - but there is much about the NSPCC's campaign which 
is worrying. The danger is that it will increase suspicion 
among adults and make things worse for children.

The NSPCC campaign implies that we are all somehow complicit 
in child abuse - that somebody always knows about it but 
'turns away'. 'Please don't close you eyes to cruelty to 
children', the advert declares in the national press. To 
spell out the NSPCC's point, columnist Deborah Orr argues 
that 'hundreds, thousands of people must have known or 
suspected that dreadful things were happening within the 
West family. Not only did these people not alert the 
authorities, they also embraced the chaos and anarchy in 
that household'. Should we really accept that half of the 
people of Gloucester have blood on their hands because of 
what took place in one depraved household?

Such an approach can only increase suspicion and fear, both 
of which have a destructive impact on relations between 
people and within families themselves. Far from being a 
dark secret, stories of child abuse and neglect are never 
out of the news. Child abuse awareness is at an all-time 
high, and hardly a single interaction between adult and 
child goes unscrutinised. Men shy away from touching and 
cuddling children. Male nurses have been told not to 
cuddle their patients for fear of it being interpreted as
'inappropriate'. In 1996, 160,000 families were investigated
for suspected abuse, and over half of them were dropped 
when there was no evidence to continue, and left to rebuild 
their lives. Even in private many parents are over-anxious 
about how they deal with their children - fathers are 
wary of bathing their children and parents are concerned
about 'appropriate' kissing and cuddling.

The 'Full stop campaign' will push people to be even more 
suspicious - to view everybody as a potential abuser. The 
general response to the campaign revealed how successful 
it has been in suggesting that all adult and children 
relationships should be looked on with suspicion. From the 
Times to the Independent journalists demonstrated their 
loathing of ordinary parents and their support for more 
investigation, with one columnist arguing that the reason 
children are abused is because 'anyone can have them' 
(Independent, 17 March). The one honourable exception to 
all this was Richard Ingrams in the Observer, who pointed 
to the NSPCC's bad track record for accurate investigation. 

This overarching suspicion about the relationships between 
adults and children does nothing to help the children. It 
has a negative impact on the relationships they have with 
their parents and other friendly adults, many of whom are 
too worried to get close to children for fear of being 
suspected of abuse. It also sends a message to children to 
suspect all adults, suggesting they should be concerned 
and suspicious instead of trusting. It is unhealthy when 
all we see between adults and children is the potential 
for damage and abuse. The NSPCC's 'Full stop campaign' 
should go no further.

-----------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

The Times

_Freedom's flame flickers_

March 23 1999     

[...]
It is proposed to appoint a European Director of Public
Prosecution, and European delegated public prosecutors in
each state, who may exercise their powers beyond state
borders. **-> The Euro DPP may "request" detention without 
trial for up to six months, renewable for three months at 
a time, with no maximum limit. Detention across borders is
permitted and European arrest warrants would be valid
across the entire EU. <-** Whether the authors of Corpus 
Juris understood the immense constitutional implications 
for the UK of their proposals is doubtful, but perhaps the
Europeans have never understood our attachment to 
liberty and the rule of law.

------------------------------------------------------------



UK: More comment of the "kids in their bedrooms" survey:
------------------------------------------------------------
  
March 24 1999     

_Kids' problem is non-PC parents_

The headlines last Friday were enough to terrify any parent
planning to buy a computer. "A generation of couch
potatoes" said one. "A nation of square-eyed children" said
another.

The cause was a report titled *Young People New Media*,
described as the first full survey for 40 years of media
use by children aged from six to 17. It painted a picture
of parents too anxious about street dangers to allow their
children out to play, and confining them to a "bedroom
culture" based on television, stereos, PCs and games
consoles. "Prisoners in their bedrooms" said *The Times.*

There was no arguing with that headline: the report found
that two-thirds of children have a television in their
bedroom and that on average they spend five hours a day at
all this media, half of it watching TV. 

The overwhelming tone of the coverage - especially the
comment - was negative, and little effort was made to
distinguish between the essentially passive pastime of
watching TV and the interactive possibilities of the PC and
even the games console, although the report was one of the
first to assess the impact on children of computer use and
the Internet. 

It found that 53 per cent of children have a PC in their
home and that 7 per cent use the Internet; that 16 per cent
of boys have a PC in their bedroom but only 8 per cent of
girls. Not surprisingly, perhaps, it found wide class
differences in computer ownership, with 46 per cent of
middle-class children having a multimedia machine at home
compared to only 19 per cent of those from working-class
families. 

But when it came to asking children about how they use
computers, it seems that little effort is made to help them
get the best from the equipment, which surely ought to be
the first concern of a parent, especially one who is
prepared to spend the money providing a bedroom machine. 

According to the children interviewed for the report, the
most positive aspect of the Internet, was as "a means of
linking Britain with other countries, enabling a new kind
of pen-pal relationship, combining the pleasures of
long-distance communication with the immediacy of the
telephone". It is a charming idea, which no doubt struck a
chord with parents who once found their own pen-pals
through the pages of *Children's Newspaper* and the like,
but it hardly sounds like exploring the further reaches of
creative technology.

This sounds not so much a cause for concern over children 
becoming isolated as a good reason for training them how 
to use the computer. Perhaps the problem is really 
identified by a 12-year-old girl interviewed by the
researchers. She said: "We've got the Internet and stuff,
but my dad doesn't know how to work it so we can't use it." 

Jacquie Disney, the director of Parents Information Network, 
an organisation that evaluates software for children,
said of the report: "Ways need to be found to allow kids to
go outside and be active. However if they are inside,
computers can add a dimension of interactivity which gets
their brains working, gets them talking and allows other
people to get involved.

"While passivity and isolation are concerns, using a
computer can bring sociability and enjoyment," she adds. 
Maybe it's Mum and Dad who should get out more - out of the
living room and up there with the kids at the computer, so
they can find out together how it works. 

--

[...] It is questionable whether many young people have
ever done much reading. In the Fifties, before TV became a
mass medium, American research showed that children read on
average for 15 minutes a day. The London School of
Economics study finds exactly the same figure. In fact,
reading for pleasure declines with age. About two-thirds of
primary school children read books for fewer than 45
minutes a day on four days a week, especially at bedtime.
Thereafter there is a fall-off until, aged 15 to 17, only
45 per cent do so. 

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA:
------------------------------------------------------------

February 13, 1999 

_Thousands of U.S. kids "missing", but only 50 
abducted by strangers_ 

The vast majority of missing children in Ohio and
nationwide are runaways. 

The second-largest grouping of children listed as
missing is classified as "non-custodial abduction" 
usually as a result of a divorce custody dispute,
said Chris Davey, spokesman for the Ohio attorney 
general's office.

Nationally, the FBI estimated last year that 850,000 
children went missing. Of that number, the National
Center for Missing and Exploited Children in Arlington,
Va., estimates only 5,000 were abducted, with about 
50 of these being non-family abductions.

------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Lawmakers Taking Drastic Steps to Fight Pedophiles_ 

Dec 6th 1998 

NEW YORK (APB) -- With a growing body of press accounts 
documenting that thousands of children are being
sexually attacked each year in the U.S., lawmakers and
communities have escalated their war against pedophiles and
potential child killers. And many of the drastic steps they
are taking go a lot further than Megan's Law. 

States from California to Georgia have passed laws to
chemically castrate dangerous sex offenders, inject them
with female hormones, lock them in mental hospitals and
place special designations on their drivers' licenses. One
community even distributes maps to show where sex offenders
live.

One Connecticut town is even forcing a strip club to check
IDs at the door to make sure patrons don't have a record of
sex crimes. Photos of sex offenders, along with their
addresses, are now posted routinely on police department
Internet sites. Some departments send special notices to
residents when a sex offender moves into the community. And
last June, gunshots were fired at the home of a registered
sex offender in New Jersey after authorities distributed
fliers to warn that he had moved to the neighborhood. 
Critics complain that the new laws chip away at civil
rights protections in the Constitution and create public
hysteria.

"It's a 'scarlet letter' syndrome for sex offenders," said
Barry Holman, director of research and public information
at the National Center on Institutions and Alternatives, a
Virginia agency that offers rehabilitation programs to sex
offenders. "Certainly terrible things happen, but that
doesn't mean someone is going to commit a sex offense
again."

In city of Fremont, in the southeast corner of San
Francisco Bay, police published 35,000 maps in October 
listing the homes of 150 sex offenders who live within 
a mile of city schools. The department sent the maps 
to parents along with a warning letter from the police 
chief. "Considering the degree to which children are at 
risk nowadays, it's a community's and a government's
responsibility to take whatever action it needs to protect
children," said Fremont Police Capt. Ron Hunt. "We have to
take that extra step because children are a very vulnerable
population."

Kansas' sexual predator's law allows prosecutors to
incarcerate some offenders indefinitely in mental hospitals
after they've served their sentences -- even if they aren't
mentally ill.  About 20 sexual offenders in the state are 
being held in mental health facilities under the law.

Delaware is the first state in the nation to require sex
offenders to be identified on their drivers' licenses with
a 'y.' While there's no significance to the letter itself,
supporters say it will allow states to keep track of
serious offenders through motor vehicle records. 

"If police make a motor vehicle stop, they're going to
immediately know they don't just have a traffic violation,"
said Janet Kilpatrick, a legislative aide to Republican
State Rep. Roger Roy, who sponsored the law. "Megan's Law
leaves it up to the criminal to register. This is a way to
track criminals using an existing database." Roy's office 
is lobbying other states to copy Delaware's law, 
Kilpatrick said. 

Georgia is one of a handful of states with laws requiring
some sex offenders to get weekly shots of a synthetic
female hormone to kill their sexual desire, said Republican
State Rep. George Grindley Jr., who sponsored the bill.
Judges and parole boards can require chemical castration as
a condition of release.

No one has undergone chemical castration in Georgia since
the law was enacted in 1997, according to corrections
officials. But, even first-time child molesters could face
injections.

Montana, Florida and California have chemical castration
laws, while about a dozen other states are considering
legislation.

The town of Plainfield, Conn., is forcing a new strip club
to check IDs at the door to make sure patrons aren't
convicted sex offenders. The new local law bars sex
offenders from any adult entertainment business designed to
sexually arouse its patrons.

"The main thing is we're trying to protect our women and
children," said Jason Vincent, the town planner who drafted
the new law. "We're not saying you can't go here. You'll be
able to ogle the girls. It will just take you a little
longer to get in while they check your name."

The club uses an updated Megan's List of 12 names provided
by the town to check for sex offenders. In January, it will
begin using a statewide list of sex offenders.

However, Joseph Quinn, the owner of the strip club, the
World Famous Wild Side Cafe, thinks the town is targeting
his business, rather than sex offenders. Quinn says he has
ignored the town's edict on advice of his lawyer.

"A sexual offender is not going to get sexually aroused by
a woman dancing around on a stage," Quinn fumed. "They hang
around schoolyards and playgrounds."

------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Justice uneven for Internet sex crimes_

 Courts' treatment of pedophiles who use the Web 
 varies widely 

September 1998

Men who use the Internet to find underage partners are
more likely than not to get probation, authorities say.
But cases are throwing up wildly uneven results.

 Last month, a 19-year-old Colorado Springs teenager 
received eight years' probation in Douglas County District 
Court for having sex three times with a 13-year-old Parker 
girl he met online.

 The case contrasts with the recent 12-year prison sentence
handed down, also in Douglas County, to William Henry
Gagnon of Commerce City, who took seductive but fully 
clothed pictures of a 16-year-old Highlands Ranch girl 
after arranging a meeting over the computer.

 Though many Internet predators walk off with probation,
most get on the sex offender registry and are ordered to
undergo therapy under their plea bargain agreements.

 If they are picked up again, their prior history will come
back to haunt them they said.

 That's what got William Gagnon such as stiff sentence for
taking pictures of the Highlands Ranch girl who took
him up on his offer of a free photo session.

 When Gagnon, 27, was arrested, searches of his home
produced numerous files, albums and binders of photographs
of young women, as well as three computers.  A witness 
later testified that Gagnon was a photographer and took 
similar pictures of her several years ago.

 Under the new state "lifetime probation" law that takes
effect this fall, courts must sentence sex offenders to
minimum prison terms or to a probation of an indeterminate
term of at least 10 years for class 4 felons or 20 years
for class 2 or 3 felons.

 At the end of probation, the court must re-evaluate the
case and has the authority to extend it, if necessary. 
The law follows on the heels of a Supreme Court ruling
earlier this year on a Kansas case allowing lifetime
registration of sex offenders.

-----------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Internet Filter Used in Schools Blocked the Bible and
U.S. Constitution_

    The Utah Education Network's censorship software, which
    blocks student access to objectionable Web sites, is an
    overzealous and irrational cyber bluenose, according to a
    report issued Monday. 


    After months of studying UEN computer logs, The
Censorware Project, an Internet watchdog group, published a
study that found Utah's so-called Internet "filtering"
software blocked various sites such as the U.S. Constitution 
and LDS General Conference speeches. 

    Based on the report's allegations of over-broad nature
of the UEN's filtering -- which is used by every Utah
school and many libraries -- the American Civil Liberties
Union of Utah, with support from its national parent, is
scrutinizing the situation.

 The report found the SmartFilter software -- licensed 
by the Utah Education Network to ban Web sites dealing with 
sex, drugs, crime and gambling -- found it necessary to 
block pages for the U.S. Constitution, the Declaration of
Independence, a site for the children's game "Candyland,"
anti-drug information, and the Koran. SmartFilter sniffed
out and blocked access to a site containing the Bible and
sites promoting the right of free speech.

    "When the Declaration of Independence is banned from
the citizens of Saudi Arabia... we call it culturally
backward," the report concludes. "When it's banned from our
own public libraries by our own government, then what do we
call it?" One of the report's authors, Michael Sims,
complains the UEN has "taken on faith" that SmartFilter is
effective. "I would like to see the school system and
especially the libraries take a hard look at it," he says.
"The UEN's attitude is don't ask and don't tell -- we
really don't want to know what is being blocked."

    Among other information and sites banned by SmartFilter
were an application for Federal Student Aid; National
Families in Action, which fights drug abuse; "Marijuana
Facts for Teens," a brochure offered by the National
Institute on Drug Abuse; and Alluvial, a mirror
manufacturer, apparently because "luv" appears in its name. 

    Meanwhile, a related criminal investigation into the
UEN's destruction of public records is ongoing. The UEN 
provided its Internet logs to The Censorship Project only 
after the State Records Committee ordered it to. Then, 
the UEN told Sims that the records he had requested had 
been routinely destroyed, but he could have access to 
future records. 

    The State Records Committee took the unprecedented
action of asking the Salt Lake County District Attorney to
determine if the UEN had violated the Utah Government
Records Access and Management Act.

------------------------------------------------------------



------------------------------------------------------------

Extract from a long article on nymphets:

[...]

Other than the clear landmark of puberty (pubarche -
defined as pubic hair darkening), the maturity of the
female of our own species is more difficult to tell by
looking at her body. Because of the great variations in
bodies, it can be hard to distinguish between the
14-year-old nymphet, 17-year-old hottie, and 22-year-old
eligible bachelorette, without checking her ID.
 
Schiff and Lynn played with this slippery scale by making
up Swain to look like everything between an innocent girl
and a pregnant mother. "One second she seems like a child,
then a woman, then a child again," says Schiff. "If she
were just a child, then it would be very easy for someone
in the audience to be disconnected. But if you use someone
who -- at moments at least -- will be attractive to
relatively healthy people, then you have a much more
interesting situation."
 
Victor Johnson, a psychology professor at New Mexico State
University, gave his male students a computer-generated
woman's face and a program that let them "evolve" her
features to their liking. Then he made a super-composite of
the ideal faces, and asked them to judge her age; the
average age they assigned to her was 25. As it turned out
though, she didn't have 25-year-old features; they had
given her the thick lips of a 14-year-old (full lips
indicate high estrogen levels, a good cue for fertility),
and an 11-year-old's tiny jaw (which indicates a low
testosterone level, another good cue for fertility). Had
the study been tainted by years of exposure to American
supermodels? No, British and Japanese students settled on
the same ideal face. It turns out that our biological
button for beauty is older than a child, but so low into
adulthood that it overlaps with adolescence; she has
Lolita's jowls. 

Nymphet or not, some age gap between mates is natural. But
when does a gap become a chasm? David M. Buss, a professor
of psychology at the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor,
coordinated the most comprehensive study ever of how humans
pick their mates, published as "The Evolution of Desire:
Strategies of Human Mating." Using 50 collaborators from
around the world, he surveyed over 10,000 subjects in 37
cultures -- of as many races, religions, ethnicities, and
political persuasions as possible. (Unfortunately, he was a
prude when picking his age range: 14-to-17-year-olds,
missing our core nymphets). 

Mating preferences turned out to be almost universal. Men
look for female partners (cued by youth and high
hip-to-waist measurement ratio), while women seek men who
can support their children (told by wealth, mature age, and
social status). Why? A 44-year-old woman is only two-thirds
as fertile as a 20-year-old; and furthermore, a young woman
simply has more years than an older woman to bear children.
Meanwhile, a man of any age can plant his seed, but the
older he is, the wealthier he is likely to be, and thus
better able to support his offspring.
 
If Humbert is a dirty old man, then Lolita is a filthy
young girl. According to biologists, she had, like Humbert,
also picked a good mate: a handsome 37-year-old, much
better equipped to raise her baby than any of her peers
with newspaper routes. Women all over the world prefer
older men, and likewise men prefer younger women. Part 
of Nabokov's power comes from exaggerating each partner's 
ideal to the point that the two get too much of what 
they wished for: she, a mate who won't let her drive; he, 
a partner who reads the funny pages during sex.

[...]

Telarch (also "Thelarche" -- defined as the budding of breast
tissue) or "knob-popping", typically precedes menarche, the
"first period" by about three years. Menarch only comes to
a body well-nourished enough to, in turn, nourish a baby in
its womb. Records show that, on average, girls began
menstruation at age 17 in England in 1840, and with an
improving food supply, by age 15 in 1900, and by age 13 in
1960. In the United States today, Kotex is gaining
customers while the pedophiles are losing customers, as
menarche has sunk to around age 12.

------------------------------------------------------------



USA: not really relevant, but interesting:
------------------------------------------------------------

MEN really do have larger brains than women, even when body
size is taken into account, researchers claim.

 The American team that made the find suggests that the
additional male grey matter is not dedicated to the higher
cognitive abilities, such as abstract thinking, judgment
and reasoning, that separate us from the monkeys and make
us distinctly human.

Instead, Prof Dean Falk and her colleagues at the
University at Albany, New York, argue that men's larger
brains probably reflect different ways in which they
process visual stimuli and construct mental maps of
surroundings.  Cognitive tests where men excel include 
visual-spatial tasks such as mental rotation of figures, 
map-reading, remembering positions of numbers, and so 
on.

 Even when body size was taken into account, Prof Falk was
surprised by the differences averaged over 414 men and 390
women. While a male brain weighs an average of 1,347 grams,
it weighs 1,223 grams in women.

------------------------------------------------------------
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'Andre' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Many movies this week, with few standing out, so just look for 
yourself.  I have changed the meaning of the stars, they are 
stricter now, meaning:

 0: No girls present
 *: Only short occurences
 **: Minor role
 ***: Major supporting role
 ****: Main role
 *****: Classic

This will cause many movies that used to get 3 or 4 stars now having
1/2 or 1 star less.

Oh, and one more comment I forgot about 'Het debuut', that I mentioned
last week: although I (of course) like the theme, I have to say that
the directing and acting was poor.

--

Saturday, 23.40-1.02, Nederland 1: No child of mine (UK, 1997, drama) -
Brooke Kinsella (c13)

 A girl is being abused, sexually and otherwise by her parents, and
 repeatedly prostituted by her father. Finally her situation is found
 out by a teacher, and she is taken into care, but still has
 difficulties coming to terms with her past. ****

Sunday, 10.45-11.00, Nederland 3: Morgen wordt ik wakker in Berlijn
(Netherlands, 1999, children's) - Danique Westhoff (12)

 Marlous, like she does often, is going to stay elsewhere. However, she
 takes the wrong train, and ends up in very strange places, and at one
 time even in a cartoon. ****

Monday, 22.15-23.45, ZDF: Implicated (Canada, 1998, thriller)

 Two men kidnap the daughter of one of them for a ransom from her
 mother, but she and the other man's wife try to stop them. **1/2

Tuesday, 11.30-13.10, BBC2: The Sea Gypsies (Shipwreck!) (USA, 1978,
adventure) - Shannon Saylor (7), Heather Rattray

 A man, his daughters, a female reporter and a boy stowaway shipwreck
 on an island near Alaska. ***

Tuesday, 20.30-22.25, Veronica: Gremlins (USA, 1984, adventure/comedy/
horror)

 An exotic pet spawns a number of evil creatures. *

Tuesday, 1.05-2.45, BBC1: Waiting for the light (USA, 1990, modern
fairy tale) - Hillary Wolf (12)

 A mother with two children tries to run a wayside restaurant. Her
 aunt, a magician, is also there. **1/2

Wednesday, 13.25-15.15, SBS6: My six loves (USA, 1963, comedy)

 A Broadway star takes six waifs under her care. ***

Wednesday, 20.30-22.15, RTL4: Against their will - Women in prison
 (USA, 1994, drama)

 A woman, innocently imprisoned, revolts against the situation the
 prisoners have to face. *1/2

Friday, 7.45-9.03, ZDF: Das Pferdem"adchen (DDR, 1978, youth) -
Martke Wellm

 A girl is unwilling to part with her horse. ****

Friday, 14.15-15.45, ZDF: Witwer mit f"unf T"ochtern (Germany, 1957,
comedy) - Lotte Brackebusch, Chritine Kaufman (11), Angelika
Meissner, Vera Tschechova

 A widower and his five daughters get help from the woman next door.

****

Friday, 15.45-17.10, ARD: My father the hero (USA, 1994, comedy) -
Catherine Heigl (14)

 A father and his teenage daughter go to the Bahamas for holiday. To
 look more grown-up, the girl pretends he is her lover. He agrees to
 play along with her, but one lie adds to the other. ****1/2

Friday, 19.05-20.30, BBC1: Beethoven (USA, 1992, comedy) - Sarah
Rose Karr, Nicholle Tom (13)

 A family takes up a little pup, who grows out into a large St. Bernard.
 A mad scientist wants to use him for experiments. ***

Friday, 21.15-22.45, ZDF: Kanadische Tr"aume - Eine Familie wandert
aus (Germany, 1999, drama)

 A family moves to Canada. ***

Friday, 21.30-23.10: BRT1: Jumanji (USA, 1995, fantasy/adventure) -
Kirsten Dunst (12)

 After being trapped in a jungle game for 25 years, a man is released
 when two children play the game. However, a number of jungle animals
 has been freed as well, and now he has to save the city. ***1/2

Friday, 23.00-0.55, Net 5: Taxi driver (USA, 1976, drama) - Jodie
Foster (13)

 A taxi driver (Robert de Niro) wants to clean the streets of New York 
 from its scum, and uses some very violent methods to do so. He tries
 in vain to convince a child prostitute (Jodie) to leave her pimp.
 Jodie got an Oscar for best supporting actress. ***

  [ Ianthe notes - large chunks of plot borrowed from 
    _The Searchers_ ]

Friday, 0.00-1.45, RTL4: The perfect bride (USA, 1991, thriller) -
 Allison Mack

A man wants to marry a woman, but his sister does not trust her, and
finds out the woman has killed more than one former friend/husband.
Allison plays the woman in flash-backs. *

'Andre'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Corman' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Corman here,

I wrote:

>>Well, I must go.  As a side note, my wife and I are having 
>>baby soon.  I hope it is not a girl.

'Sunstorm' responded:
>You cannot be serious! There is nothing in the entire 
>world I would rather have than a daughter.

Please do not get me wrong, I agree I would love to have 
a daughter.  Perhaps I would not be able to control 
myself as you can. (Do you?)

--

'Desire' also responded:
>Why? Don't you trust yourself?

Most decidedly not.  I have an incredibly hard time separating 
love and sexuality when I am shown affection by little 
girls.  I previously mentioned baby sitting "I" for an 
evening; well just this week we were talking to her parents 
when she came running toward me, grabbed my hands and spent 
at least 20 minutes pulling me around in circles, dancing 
with me, asking me to swing her into the air.  Her mother 
and my wife were standing five feet from us and it was all 
I could do to keep everyone from seeing my raging hard-on!  
When my daughter asks me to play with her, am I going to 
have to excuse myself to take a cold shower?  Perish the 
thought.  So, as you can see, I a bit worried.  Take care 
all.

--

Oh golly, I just saw a new commercial.  I was so dumbfounded by 
the girls in it, I forgot what they were advertising.  Several 
shots are of three little girls in neon bathing suits; pink, 
yellow and blue I think.  I am in love.  Lately I have seen several 
talk-shows profiling 'rebellious teens'.  Many of the young girls 
brag of being sexually active by age twelve, and with much older 
men!  I am sure many are showing off to the camera and many more 
just want to shock their parents, but some must be telling the 
truth.  Why don't I know any twelve-year-olds like this?  I just 
found the G[..] Catalog web site.  HO - NEY!!  Again, where do 
they find these girls?  How come I can not get little girls to 
take some of their clothes off and let me photograph them?  (One 
simple explanation is probably because I have never had the 
nerve to try!  Ha!)

Anyway, I just rented _Emma's Shadow_.  Very beautiful story and 
at least one G-R-E-A-T panty shot.  Many scenes showing her 
long legs like the "Lower Emma down into the sewer" scene and 
the "Touching hug in front of the parents" scene.  I liked that 
one because it was a great way to end the movie... plus that 
one showed panties too.  Okay, I'm getting excited, I'll stop.

'The Corman'
-------------------------------------------------------------



'Rasputin's Dog'
-------------------------------------------------------------

Hello All,

Just last week I told a close friend of mine about my gl 
feelings. She is a teenager I met about six or seven years 
ago at a camp where I worked. She has also been a love 
interest off and on since then. She told me that she already 
knew that about me and wasn't offended by it. I was 
astonished and also relieved. I was scared of how she would
react, but my risk paid off.

I also wanted to reccomend a movie I seen last week. It's an
independent film by BMG called _Digging to China_. It's about 
a ten year old girl, though I think the actress is younger 
than that. The actual story, which I won't give away may or 
may not be of much interest, depending on how you look at it. 
The actress was I believe Rachel Woods or something like that. 
I was blown over by her beauty. She has to be, I believe, the 
most physically beautiful girl I've ever seen. This movie 
almost seems like it was made by gl. It seems to know
the only reason anyone is renting it is to see the little 
actress. I highly recomend it. It's out on video.

'Rasputin's Dog'
--------------------------------------------------------------------



'Sihme' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

'?' wrote :
>And the strange thing was - the sexual feelings did not
>get stronger by that, they rather got less. As if the
>emotional feelings had been hiding as sexual ones before that.

It just so happens that it was this about which I had been
thinking for the past week or so and was planning to write
about, but it seems I was beaten to it! In my experience, and
I think probably in others, this is exactly what happened:
that I was a paedophile was revealed to my conscious mind
by the fact that little girls were eliciting sexual feelings.
Then, once it had been brought to my attention, and the
perhaps subtler emotional feelings were realised and given
the chance to feed off the psychic currents, it turned out that
the sexual aspect, although everpresent, was taken oven by
the 'something else' which forms the basis of and generates
the energy of my paedophilia.

So it leads me to think that it's a mistake to say that
paedophilia is a sexual orientation, because I don't think it
is (originally, at least).What it is I don't know, but it's as
though sometime in the past a seed was planted in my
psyche, and it slowly grew, beyond the threshold of
perception, gradually taking control of aspects of my
personality, including sexuality.  In order to realise it, even
though the sight of little girls had been turning me on for
years, it took a great leap of thought. I'm sure many of you
are aware of how much of a leap it can be... hell - I recall
being 15 years old and finding this picture in one of my
mother's women's magazines of two little girls of around
5 years standing naked in a bath, leaning on each other by
their stomachs which they were deliberately holding
forward to enable the position. Anyhow, at the time I had
never been so aroused by a picture in all my life, and
needless to say, it was in my posession until it fell apart.

Yet in spite of that, the truth of my paedophilia remained
unknown to me until I was almost 19.

Another unusual thing is the degree to which I find adult
women attractive.  Before I had realised myself, adult
women were still quite attractive to me, however now
(which is four years down the line) their attractiveness,
which ONLY has a sexual quality, whilst still there, is
dwarved by the attractivenness of little girls. When it comes
to the emotional side of things, what women offer isn't
even perceivable to me, it's a blank, and I don't feel
anything.

What '?' said about the sexual feelings getting weaker isn't
so correct as the sexual feelings simply being overtaken.
We can really only focus on one thing at a time, and it's
usually the strongest feeling we get.  However, in my case
it's difficult to say what exactly the emotion is, it's
obviously classifiable as a 'desire' but on what basis I don't
know, neither is it linked to how horny I am. Which says
something about chemical or physical castration as a way to
stop paedophiles from desiring kids, for on me, as nodoubt
on many of you, it simply wouldn't work.

I was doing a mental exercise this morning, to try and
imagine a situation where my desire was satisfied. I
imagined closer and closer intimacy with a little girl, and
even when I imagined being both as physically and
emotionally close to the vision of my perfect girl as possible, 
I still felt strongly "This is not close enough". The only way I 
can see to become closer still would have been to 'become' the
little girl, and the thought of this, although difficult to
maintain, seemed to be on the mark, for I felt a kind of
peace, a peace without a longing for something more.

I was speaking with 'Desire' the other day about the
possible trans-sexual nature of paedophilia, and although I
had considered this before, it is really becoming clear to me
lately.

It seems that boy-lovers and girl-lovers are identical except
for the gender of the subjects of their affection. And it still
puzzles me why we tend to separate ourselves. Anyhow, I
thought that perhaps boy-lovers desire to be the boy
they once were, or perceived themselves to be, or could
have been - but could you say that girl-lovers desire to be
the girls they were? Maybe, for when I was a child, up until
the age of 8, I was to all intents and purposes a girl. All my
best friends were girls and I played with the girls at school
instead of the boys. So perhaps I desire to be the girl I once
was, or could have been. But if I was given the opportunity
to be one now, I would decline - there's no way I'd change,
yet some part of me must want to.

A female girl-lover once told me that the reason behind her
paedophilia,  which was directed at girls under around 7
years of age, was that they 'reminded her of herself at that
age'. When they grew older than that she lost interest
because they became too female-like, and hence fell away
from her spectrum of interest, for she was otherwise
heterosexual.

And thus I contend that in myself :

- Desire to have sex with adult females is linked to the
desire to reproduce, and the base drive to experience sexual
pleasure of the physical nature.

- Desire to have sex with little girls is linked to the desire to
become a little girl.

Further evidence to this lies in that I find the most painful
thing to be when little girls exclude me from joining in with
what they are doing. Being able to 'join in' with the
activities of little girls is for some reason paramount.
Asking if I can play, and their rejecting me is utterly
crushing, and fortunately it doesn't happen very often.

Anyhow enough with the theories, I would though like to
hear what you all think about this, and whether anyone feels
similarly about themselves.

--

Yesterday was such a great day. I was walking somewhere
when I discovered about 8000 primary age children
congregated in a park in the city, all dressed in interesting
costumes. "Hello" I thought, and with a little further
investigation discovered they were preparing for a parade,
which I won't mention the name of because it's city
specific, but if you've got half a brain a some intent you'd
easily be able to work out which city I'm in, but
nevertheless, I stood by a tree about a metre away from the
point they all filed through, and got to see every
single one of them :) I got many smiles, 'hi's, and a few
short conversations, it was really cool. I then walked along
with them, but faster, until I got to the front again and sat
just where they were finishing, and saw them all again!
There was this real cutie sitting next to me with whom I
talked to a little, but her dad was right there and he looked
like some kind of tough so I was a little anxious as to how
he might react. Luckily, he didn't care. I wandered around
the park where there were celebrations for as long as I
could before I feared that I was going to get sunburnt. They
had a display from a children's gymnastics club which
really hit the spot :)) All the while I was thinking
"The one day I decide to leave my camera home, THIS
happens".

Anyhow, this festival runs for a week, so I went back today
WITH my camera and lo and behold, I run into two of my
favourite girls aged 5 and 7.75, whom I hadn't seen since I
moved away from the beach (as that is where I would
see them).

The younger one, who seems to like me more, has warmed
up a little since last time, to my delight. We watched some
of the performances, but they got bored and so we went
over to the play area, this was going well except that
because they were misbehaving their mother was getting
pretty stroppy and kept threatening to take them home. I
really was pleading in my mind for the situation to stay
good because I was having such a wonderful time playing
with them on this stack of old car tyres. At one stage we
were rolling them down the hill, but as the younger one was
pushing it along she fell, rolling over the tyre and hitting
her face on the grass. I picked her up and she was crying
hard with grass all over her mouth. The mother then took
them both to the toilet to clean up, and when they came 
out they left. Damn. There'll be a next time though, I 
can feel it.

If you want something strongly enough, somehow it's
provided.

I stayed a while longer and wasted some film, except for
this one girl who as well as being completely gorgeous had
the most brilliant smile, which thankfully I captured.  I also
had the thought today, that in all my interactions with
children, I've never reached what I would call the 'limits of
society'. By this I mean that I've never gotten into trouble
from parents or teachers or whatever. So then I thought
"well, what are they? where do they lie?" and decided to
find out. So I'm going to keep pushing it until I reach it, or
at least until I see it in the distance! So far I've got nothing
but smiles from parents and teachers. Of course, I'm not
going to break the law, I'm not doing anything illegal, but
from what I've read it seems that people will tolerate
somewhat less than the law, so I think I'm safe (however in
my case this still remains to be proven). All this paranoia
comes not from real experience but probably from the
media, and may be illusion, and it's that which I want to
know.

Anyhow, I hope you're all well, and thanks Ianthe for the
new Fresh Petals, which is always a great read.

Sincerely,

'Sihme'

PS. a couple of posts ago Ianthe registered a post from
'Simon' but it was actually from me, which said that if
somehow I was given the option to exchange the possibility
of ever having sex with free interaction with little girls for
the rest of my life I'd probably take it.

And that's because sex is so nothing compared to this.

   [ oooops... :o ]

---------------------------------------------------------------




'Foxxe Fire' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

'Random' wrote:
>We can form some kind of lobby group and publish 
>civilized enlightened arguments that no one it going to pay any 
>attention to or we can protest screaming on street corners that so and 
>so's imprisonment was wrong and child pornography does no harm to the 
>child and such.  At least 95% of the crowd will be shocked out of their 
>minds and won't come close to understanding but i think that 5% or so 
>will have a vague understanding.  as long as we make sure that we 
>aren't 
>supporting things (yet) that could be turned against us later on i 
>think 
>that we could actually open up some minds to new possibilities.
>
>there will come a time when we have a foothold like the gays do and 
>that's when the sh!t's gonna have to hit the fan.  Christians tolerate 
>gays because they're only screwing over themselves as far as their 
>concerned but pedophiles are seen as screwing over children.  we can 
>only influence people up to a certain point and then if we succeed all 
>hell breaks loose.  There's gonna have to be a major change in the way 
>christians and indeed society as a whole looks at human beings.  I 
>don't 
>think that it's gonna happen any other way...
>'random'

Word to that, random! It seems to me that whenever you find an oppressed 
minority, they don't get any respect until they take to the streets. For 
example, the right of women to vote was won through protest marches, not 
a civilized discussion of dissenting viewpoints.

Laws against institutionalized racism were won in the Sixties by black 
marches and groups like the Black Panthers.

Israel was given to the Jews largely due to pressure from Jewish 
activist groups like the Haganah (sp) and terrorist groups like the 
Ir'gun (sp).

Gays also staged marches and events to fight their oppressors. Although 
they remain a fringe element of society, things are better for them now 
than they used to be.

So if pedos ever want to stem the stigma of pedophobia and hatred, it's 
going to take more than internet support groups, webpages, and e-mail. 
We need to make ourselves visible, and unignorable. Pedos DO have a 
reputation as being cowardly and afraid to show themselves. Well, so did 
gays, and look how far they've come! We need to stand and show our true 
colors, not sneak around and just take whatever abuse society heaps on 
us.

Of course, organizing ourselves is a little trickier. I don't think 
I want to take a bus downtown and stand there shouting for pedo rights 
until someone beats me into the ground. However, if there were, say 20 
other guys with me, I'd do it in a second! I'm telling you, if we refuse 
to shut up and go away (the way we are right now), we could gain that 
same foothold the gays got. And once we have a foot in the door, as 
random says, "all hell breaks loose." Right on!

'Foxxe Fire'

P.S. I realize this is my first post here, and it may be a little 
extreme for a newcomer. My apologies if this seems out of place. 
Give me time. I'll learn.
--------------------------------------------------------------------



'Sanctuary'
--------------------------------------------------------------------

'Ian' asked:
>I was wondering, can net-cafes, ISPs, & organizations choose an 
>online computer and then view/hear what the user is viewing/hearing?  

Yes. Those places are on a network and anyone with access to the
network can (and probably will) view what you are saying.

--

'random' wrote:
>As extremely dangerous as it is, i think that pedophiles must 
>become as high profile and in-your-face as possible.

This was tried in the 70's and failed. Any other suggestions?

'Sanctuary'
---------------------------------------------------------------



'Simon' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

Ianthe wrote:
>[ Can I remind people that this is a support and information 
>   list, not a political hot-air chamber - if you want to 
>  talk politics go do it on the newsgroups where you 
>   won't be wasting your time "preaching to the converted". ]

Thank you, Ianthe!

'Simon'
---------------------------------------------------------------
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'Sunstorm' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------

'Corman' wrote:
>>Well, I must go.  As a side note, my wife and I are having
>>baby soon.  I hope it is not a girl.

'Sunstorm' responded:
>You cannot be serious! There is nothing in the entire
>world I would rather have than a daughter.

>>Please do not get me wrong, I agree I would love to have
>>a daughter.  Perhaps I would not be able to control
>>myself as you can. (Do you?)

Do I what? Control myself? :-) Well, since I have no daughter, 
I have no choice. But let's imagine, for a minute, that I did 
have one. How would I see myself behaving?

Well, first of all, I would make it a point to not be prudish 
around her. Nudity would be the norm. I would want us to lie 
naked together, to let her feel my warm skin and my gentle 
caresses beginning when she was a baby.

I know, the GREAT FEAR is what do you do if you get your 
"raging hard on" and show it?  Nothing. You simply let it 
happen. You experience joy, pleasure, happiness. Is that 
so utterly  depraved? Sure, according to the world it is. 
You should hide it and feel shame and guilt! Well,screw the
world. She will be _your_ daughter and if you can and want 
to experience utter pleasure and joy in her physical 
presence, that is your business, not the world's.

I recall many times in a pool at a nudist resort where I 
played naked with a beautiful girl for 3 summers running. 
I felt so comfortable with the situation that I let myself 
become aroused and didn't try to hide it. (If it had been 
my daughter it would have been an even more comfortable 
situation.)

Yes, the girl noticed my state. "Why is that thing always 
sticking out"? she asked me once. I just said it happens 
sometimes and you can't help it. She accepted that. Another 
time we were sitting on some lawn chairs, I was in a normal 
(unexcited) state and she made the astute observation 
that I "had two sizes." I thought that was cute.

Your daughter would get used to your reactions. Now your 
wife, that is another issue altogether, but as far as the 
girl goes, if she grew up seeing this from the beginning, 
and being close to you from the beginning, it would probably 
be just fine. This is not something I'd worry about, it is 
something I'd look forward to with keen anticipation. Of 
course we're talking the ideal world here, but what the 
hell, things are tough enough, can't I even fantasize?

'Sunstorm'
-------------------------------------------------------------


'Sanctuary' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

'Corman' wrote:
>Please do not get me wrong, I agree I would love to have 
>a daughter.  Perhaps I would not be able to control 
>myself as you can. (Do you?)

Having a daughter has given me a wonderful opportunity to
be close to a beautiful girl and teach her that all adult men are
not how her friends parents think they are.

>When my daughter asks me to play with her, am I going to 
>have to excuse myself to take a cold shower?

It is impossible to hide it but my daughter handles the knowledge
very well. She jokes with me about it and knows that sexual desire
is part of being a human being.

'Sanctuary'
-------------------------------------------------------------



'Simon' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

Hi all!

What a wunderful day!!!!!!! :-)

For the first time in my life I was able to get in contact with a PERFECT
little girl(8)! Together with my brother I was just driving to his house,
when we thought we could have a drink in a cafe we like. I first went to
the toilet while my brother said 'Hi!' to some of his friends there. When I
came back I saw her hitting him with a photo. :-) I questioned her about
the photo and she started running around asking everyone to guess who the
girl on the photo might be (her older ... {what is the word if only one
parent is the same?} - also cute). But everyone just wanted to talk to 
the ones they were with, so I was the only one who really paid attention 
to her. ;-)

We played arround and she shouted: "Trap me!" ;-) So I was always carrying
her around. She seemed to be rather 'hyperactive', but after playing with
her outside for an hour or two (how can you look at the watch in such a
situation...) we went in and built a picture out of matches. She looked 
so perfect and was so full of beauty in her movements... I melted like 
butter in the sun! ;-)

We "danced" in the street and she tried to move like a woman (she said "It
has to look elegant."{right word?}). When I had to leave she did not want to
let me go but I said that I'll be in again (she lives in a flat one or two
floors above the cafe) and she immediatly asked "When?" *my heart
jumped* I answered "When should I?" She: "Tomorrow at 4pm?" - So I have a
date now! :-)

Hope she will be able to be there and I will get to know her mother with
whom she lives....

Life can be so nice!!!!

Hugg you all

'Simon'
-------------------------------------------------------------



'Observer' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

Hello all - 'Observer' here,

First to 'Sihme' who wrote:
>And thus I contend that in myself:

>- Desire to have sex with adult females is linked to the
>desire to reproduce, and the base drive to experience sexual
>pleasure of the physical nature.

Do you feel love for these adults. The desire for closeness. 
Some pedophile's don't from what I have read but to me it 
unimaginable not wanting the love of a female regardless 
of age. Not sex, love and compassion.

>- Desire to have sex with little girls is linked to the desire to
>become a little girl.

That may indeed me the motivational factors for yourself, but 
I don't think that it's what typically motivates pedophiles, 
or more accurately myself. Maybe the relation to losing youth 
is intact but not necessarily the transgender issue. Maybe 
people exhibit a desire to girls rather than boys as a 
combination of their youth issues and a heterosexual desire 
for females. Desiring boys would be more homosexual.  Or 
maybe we like girls because as part of wanting to be young 
we would date these little girls openly. Maybe I'm wrong so 
don't sue me.

I know for one that I have thought about being a girl, but 
that it was just a thought. Much like I've thought about 
hurting the person who cuts me off on the freeway. If I 
could I would not only be a girl but I would want to be a
woman and a boy and then change into other men. For me it's
more of an ideal of breaking the walls and actually knowing 
where that person stands.

I think part of my pedophilia it is that I forget about the 
way children really are, that they are immature and are not 
all knowing angels that my mind wants them to be. My niece 
is a quick reminder of that. She is gorgeous but she needs 
more patience and understanding than I currently have. I get 
a little hurt by her immature ways and she is sometimes 
impatient with my adult ways. Maybe I just need to adjust 
better or maybe it's just a personal thing. I, being the 
youngest of my family, haven't had much contact with girls.

Girls can be insensitive and unsuportave. They can break 
your heart and not even know it. Yes, I've been hurt.

I definitely will have to think this over and get back to 
the group.

--

to 'Foxxe Fire'
>Of course, organizing ourselves is a little trickier. I don't think 
>I want to take a bus downtown and stand there shouting for pedo rights 
>until someone beats me into the ground. However, if there were, say 20 
>other guys with me, I'd do it in a second! I'm telling you, if we refuse 
>to shut up and go away (the way we are right now), we could gain that 
>same foothold the gays got. And once we have a foot in the door, as 
>random says, "all hell breaks loose." Right on!

Very true. If the pedophiles were more open then it would 
help. But remember that the gays are perceived or were 
perceived as hurting themselves whereas we corrupt and 
hurt their children. As much as I hate to front I think 
the first step is to downplay everything we stand for. 
I for one am attracted to girls as well as adult women, 
so I would have to play the part of a normal hetero
who happened to think girls were cute.

We also need to keep from fueling the crowds anger. 
They will obviously bring up child molesters but we 
must not let them sway things. Pedophiles are hated, 
child molesters are hated more for they are considered 
active pedos. I think first we should all profess to 
be celibate as far as underage girls are concerned.

We also need to push the nudist semi-erotic area into 
a more mainstream light so people can see what we like 
and most adult males will like also if they allow 
themselves. The image like David Hamiltons are clean 
enough to be tolerated but yet it would go a long way 
towards making our side known.

Enough political talk, do what you feel is necessary 
in your situation.

'Observer'
------------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ Press-cuttings round-up: ]

* UK: Sexual abuse victims may get 250,000 UK Pounds
* Australia: Paedophilia report brings no charges
* USA: Critics assail study affirming pedophilia
* UK: Suspects can smile to beat spy cameras
* UK: Children's prison is "rotten to the core" - Inspector
* UK: Column: A long walk on a short leash
* Books: The 'crisis' that wasn't -- pedophiles and the priesthood
* Security Alert - ProMail v1.21


UK: 
--------------------------------------------------------
   
March 26 1999     

_Sexual abuse victims may get 250,000 UK Pounds_

PEOPLE who claim to be sexual abuse victims could 
be awarded up to 250,000 UK Pounds under proposals to 
overhaul criminal injuries compensation schemes.

The Home Office is considering increasing awards 
for sexual assault and child abuse cases and raising 
the existing maximum award of 250,000 UK pounds, 
according to a consultation paper published yesterday.

--------------------------------------------------------

   [ An already gross incitement to the making of false 
     accusations looks set to become even more tempting. 
     250,000 UKP = approx $450,000 ]


Australia:
--------------------------------------------------------

_Paedophilia report brings no charges_

25th March 1999

No charges will be laid as a result of the last
phase of the Criminal Justice Commission's (CJC) 
Kimmins inquiry into paedophilia in Queensland.

Judge Kimmins examined public complaints of 
official misconduct regarding investigations into 
alleged paedophilia activity.

   [ Ianthe's note: there had been widespread 
     hysteria, at the height of the witch-hunt, 
     that senior officials were "covering up 
     paedophile rings". ]

A CJC report released today shows Judge Kimmins
investigated 56 separate complaints, and CJC chairman 
Brendan Butler says there will be no prosecutions.

"There will be no charges coming out of it," he said.
                           
--------------------------------------------------------



USA: An "anti" article inspired by evangelicals, in a
right-wing paper, and which twists and spins the facts,
but forwarded here so people can counter the arguments:
--------------------------------------------------------

_Washington Times_
                         
_March 29 - April 4, 1999_

_Critics assail study affirming pedophilia_

A study on pedophilia that claims child sexual abuse does
not cause lasting psychological harm to its victims has set
off a furor on the Internet and talk radio. 

The angry public reaction, fueled by Internet reports
and conservative activists, comes nine months after the
study was first released by the influential American
Psychological Association.

Sex between adults and willing minors should be
described in more positive terms, the study suggests.

"A willing encounter ... would be labeled simply
'adult-child sex,' a value-neutral term," the authors
advised. "A willing encounter between an adolescent and an
adult with positive reactions ... would be labeled
scientifically as 'adult-adolescent sex.'"

The report, titled "A Meta-Analytic Examination of
Assumed Properties of Child Sexual Abuse Using College
Samples," is a compilation of 59 studies on how college
students cope with child sexual abuse.

The article was written by Bruce Rind, a psychology
professor at Temple University in Pennsylvania, Philip
Tromovitch of the University of Pennsylvania graduate
school of education and Robert Bauserman, a psychology
professor at the University of Michigan.

Mr. Bauserman was also a contributor to a special
issue on sex between men and boys published in 1990 by the
Journal of Homosexuality, a scholarly journal. His article
on "Male Intergenerational Intimacy" in that journal
questioned the "taboo" against "man-boy sexual
relationships." Mr. Bauserman dismissed criticism of these
relationships as "irrelevant or else biased."

Laura Schlessinger, also known as Dr. Laura, one of
the nation's top-rated talk-show hosts, with up to 18
million listeners, blasted the 31-page report on March 22.
She said the study, published in July in the APA's
bimonthly Psychological Bulletin, was proof the
155,000-member organization had "gone soft" on child
molesters.

"I'm scared this study could be used to normalize
pedophilia, to change the legal system," she said. "The APA
will quietly redefine pedophilia like it did homosexuality."

The APA and its sister organization, the American
Psychiatric Association, voted two decades ago to end the
classification of homosexuality as a mental illness.

Reaction to the APA report first surfaced in December
in a scathing critique published by the National
Association on Research and Therapy of Homosexuality, an
Encino, Calif., group that believes homosexuality is
morally wrong.

"If psychology indeed recognizes consensual pedophilia
as harmless, then civil law and social norms will be under
pressure to follow the lead of social science as indeed
they did on the issue of homosexuality," the organization
said.

The NARTH article began circulating around the
Internet and was reprinted in part in the March 4 issue of
the Wanderer, a conservative Catholic journal.

  [ Ianthe's note: NARTH are a front for the evangelical
    Exodus International organisation. They seem paranoid
    that researchers will disprove the poor-quality research
    of the child abuse industry. ]

APA spokeswoman Rhea Farberman said Mrs. Schlessinger
had "some valid criticisms" of the study, but added that
publication of an article in the Psychological Bulletin
does not imply endorsement by the APA.

"We are a scientific organization, and we publish a
lot of scientific literature and we try to create a lot of
dialogue," she said.

"The bridge [Mrs. Schlessinger] builds between this
study and the so-called attempt to normalize pedophilia is
ridiculous. The APA is on the record time and time again to
protect children and to protect the integrity of families,"
including 26 articles in APA journals since 1990.

"It is clear to us," Ms. Farberman said, "that child
sexual abuse is harmful."

But the Rind-Tromovitch-Bauserman study describes
child sexual abuse as not as harmful to children as had
been thought.

The "negative potential" of sexual abuse has "been
overstated," the authors write.

The study based such remarks on findings that
indicated up to 37 percent of the boys who were abused and
11 percent of the girls reported "positive" childhood
sexual experiences with an adult.

Forty-two percent of the male college students viewed
their abuse as positive when looking back on it, the report
said, and 24 percent to 37 percent of the men saw it as a
positive influence on their current sex lives.

In fact, "the vast majority of both men and women
reported no negative sexual effects from their child
sexual-abuse experiences," it said.

Child sexual abuse was less harmful than other
childhood ills, the study continued, such as physical
abuse, neglect and verbal abuse.

Moral objections to child sexual activity cloud the
debate because, according to the authors, "Classifying a
behavior as abuse simply because it is generally viewed as
immoral or defined as illegal is problematic."

Such comments angered Mrs. Schlessinger.

"I, like you, right now probably cannot believe this,"
she told her nationwide audience. "I've read this so many
times, I'm sick.

"Psychology has become a god to the general public. It
is not science. Let me ask you a question: If pedophilia is
not a mental disorder, what is it?"

--------------------------------------------------------



UK:
--------------------------------------------------------   

March 25 1999

_Suspects can smile to beat spy cameras_

VIDEO surveillance and closed-circuit surveillance cameras
are far from perfect at catching criminals, research has
shown. Volunteers repeatedly failed to identify the right
"suspect" from surveillance images, especially if the
person in the image was smiling or taken from a side angle. 

The success rate could be as low as 61 per cent. Vicki
Bruce, from the University of Stirling, said: "Our research
shows that we need to be cautious about the way these
images are used in court. Juries should be warned that the
impressions could be misleading, just as an eyewitness's
memory can sometimes be." 

There are almost a million closed-circuit cameras at sites
such as shopping centres, car parks, shops and clubs,
making Britain the surveillance capital of the world. A
large slice of the 170 million won by the Home Office in
the Budget is to be spent on increasing and improving the
quality of the electronic eyes.

Several prisoners convicted partly on the basis of video
footage have protested their innocence. Mike Burton, from
Glasgow University, who was also involved in the research,
said: "Our findings will strengthen those who claim
mistakes have been made." 

The two professors tested the ability of 240 students from
the Open University to match faces grabbed from video with
still photographs of ten similar faces. The faces were from
a Home Office database of 200 trainee policemen. Correct
matches were made 70 per cent of the time. If the video
image was smiling, the accuracy dropped to 64 per cent. If
the video shot was angled at 30 degrees, it was 61 per
cent. 

The video images were well lit and of a high quality.
However, people caught on poor- quality videos, who were
known to the volunteers, were correctly matched with almost
100 per cent accuracy. "People are very good at identifying
faces they know, they are bad at comparing faces they do
not know," said Professor Bruce.

---------------------------------------------------------------

   [ So now you know guys - when you're at the Mall, _smile_
     when you see a little girl ! ;) ]


UK:
---------------------------------------------------------------

27th March 1999
         
_Children's prison is "rotten to the core" - Inspector_

A jail holding children as young as 15 was savaged as an
affront to civilisation and "rotten to the core" in the
most blistering report yet by the Chief Inspector of
Prisons.

Sir David Ramsbotham said Feltham prison in south-west
London was guilty of "institutionalised neglect" with
youngsters spending up to 22 hours a day in filthy, cold
cells with nothing to do in a "numbing routine".
 
In areas holding the youngest inmates, 15 to 17-year-olds
were held in cells described as "dilapidated, dirty and
cold", many without blankets, "pitifully inadequate"
personal clothing, no access to fresh air and with nothing
to eat between 4.30pm and breakfast.

Sir David, who said the report was "without doubt, the most
disturbing that I have had to make during my three years as
HM Chief Inspector of Prisons", was clearly angry that 187
recommendations he made after an inspection of Feltham two
years ago had largely been ignored.

Conditions and treatment at Feltham are, Sir David said:
"in many instances worse than when I reported on them two
years ago and reveal a history of neglect of those
committed to their charge". 

The Chief Inspector reported that one prisoner had 
woken up to find his cell mate trying to hang himself. 
The prisoner supported his cell mate's body until staff
arrived to cut him down and take him for medical treatment.
Sir David said: "The young man himself remained in that
cell. No one talked to him, no one counselled him. No one
subsequently gave him work on the unit to enable him to get
out of that cell. He had not been given a replacement cell
mate, despite asking for one and so remained alone." 

There are 922 children and young prisoners at Feltham.

---------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
---------------------------------------------------------------

28th March 1999

_A long walk on a short leash_

The days are stretching, summer is just around the corner,
and the school holidays are upon us: soon, the boys will be
disappearing to the park all day, 11-year-old Tom in charge
and eight-year-old Darcy tagging along behind him, where
they'll link up with a crowd of friends on their bikes, or
play endless games of football, or simply sit idly on the
swings swapping rude jokes. 

If only this were the case. But few of our children live
like that any more; their right to roam has been taken away
from them, they are prisoners living under more-or-less
comfortable house arrest, with occasional excursions under
strict supervision. 

As parents, we're too frightened of the potential threats
out there to operate an open-door policy - beyond the front
door lurks danger, whether from busy roads, paedophiles
lurking in the bushes, or psychiatric patients thrown out of
their hospitals. 

Tom, tall for his age and able to pass for a young
teenager, has an inflated idea of his own maturity. He is
obsessed with seeing films rated 12 or even, when he thinks
I'm particularly dozy, 15. 

Recently, he insisted on upgrading his pocket money to an
"allowance", promising that he would pay for any stationery
or music equipment he needed (although he back-tracked
promptly when a cello string broke and he discovered it
would cost 20 to replace: I was a bit shocked, too). He
rails against the phoniness of the adult world, a premature
Holden Caulfield, while at the same time he can't wait to
be an adult himself. 

But he has not the least desire to walk through the front
door on his own, and even complains that "It's against the
law" if I threaten to pop out to the corner shop for 10
minutes, leaving him alone in the house. Like long-term
prisoners, children become institutionalised in their own
homes; they don't feel safe unless there is an adult
present, so they neither miss nor demand their freedom. 

The other day, Tom found himself following directions to a
post office, on foot and alone in a strange part of London.
It was only a 10-minute walk, and he was not frightened in
the least, but he was certainly thrilled in much the same
way I was when I became briefly separated from the rest of
my party during a holiday in the Golden Triangle area of
northern Thailand. I must admit I was surprised at how
completely we had sheltered Tom from the world - but I
still found myself suggesting that perhaps it would be
better if he didn't tell his mother about his adventure,
because she might think it was a bit risky. 

In this respect, at least, things must have been so much
easier for my own mother. I can't remember the first time I
went up to the local swings on my own, presumably because
it was no big deal, but it must have been soon after I
started at school. All the children who lived nearby would
drift along almost every day if it wasn't raining, the
older ones in theory looking out for their younger
siblings. 

Of course our parents worried: we all learnt how to cross
roads, but the occasional child was knocked down; there
were regular "stranger danger" campaigns, and we were
warned never to accept sweets, or lifts in cars. But the
alternative - to prevent children from leaving the house in
the first place - was simply not an option. 

One day, I wandered up to the swings with my younger sister
Jane, and wandered home again, unthinking, without her. My
mother spent the rest of the afternoon looking for her, in
a steadily rising panic. Jane, meanwhile, spent the
afternoon gathering apples in a friend's garden which
backed on to the swings, hidden behind a fence. 

On the whole, though, nobody seemed to worry too much where
we went. Our only real boundary was the main road which
bisected the town, and pretty soon our territory expanded
to take in the enormous building sites that were sprouting
the housing estates of the 1960s' suburban expansion.
During the holidays, we would "help" the builders by
passing them bricks, and cadge rides on the dumper trucks
or steam rollers; at weekends, when no one was there, we
would race our bikes round the muddy roads, scamper up the
scaffolding or build ourselves hideaways in the vast piles
of bricks that littered the site. 

These days, building sites are considered too dangerous
even for adults unless they are wearing hard hats and
protective shoes, and are secured by high wire fences, 
cameras and snarling dogs over the weekend. 

It's useless to hark after the sort of freedom I enjoyed
from an early age, because we no longer trust each other
enough. If Tom and Darcy wandered up to the park on their
own, there would be no one else there to hang out with. 

But I never dreamed that I would have to cajole my own
children out of the front door and into the world.

---------------------------------------------------------------




Book review:
---------------------------------------------------------------

_The 'crisis' that wasn't -- pedophiles and the priesthood_
 
New research on the priest-pedophilia scandals of the 1980s
and '90s challenges accusations of widespread abuse


 The lurid priest-pedophilia lawsuits that scandalized the
Church did not constitute the widespread problem portrayed
by the media in the late 1980s and early '90s, according to
Philip Jenkins, a Pennsylvania State University professor
and author of the new book "Pedophiles and Priests: The
Anatomy of a Contemporary Crisis" (Oxford University Press,
$27.50).

 Despite the widespread criticism of media coverage of the
scandal, Jenkins finds that the most anti-Catholic and
anti-clerical messages were being sent from forces within
the Church.

 "The whole thing emerged from disputes within the Church
itself," Jenkins told Our Sunday Visitor in an interview.
"It used to be that prosecutors wouldn't touch it; the
press wouldn't touch it."

 He notes that the National Catholic Reporter opened the
floodgates to positive and negative outcomes when the
newspaper broke the story of the charges against Father
Gilbert Gauthe, a Louisiana priest, in June 1985. Prior to
that, Jenkins claims, the secular media steered clear of
negative coverage of accusations against priests.

 "The media were always very scared of Catholic stories,"
Jenkins said. "If it was a major criminal conviction or
major lawsuit, yes, the media were going to cover that. But
even the most spectacular sexual abuse cases in the '80s,
many secular papers wouldn't touch."

 Jenkins' conclusions gather credibility from his
exhaustive research and nonpartisan voice. Now a member of
the Episcopal Church, Jenkins is a former Catholic.
Further, he claims to have studied the crisis from neither
a conservative nor liberal vantage point, albeit his
arguments more frequently condemn the Church's left.

 "I probably go after the people coming from the liberal
side more than the conservatives, because they were more
successful in getting their position in the media," Jenkins
said. "They were the people on the Rolodexes of the media.
So these are the positions that need to be discussed."

 But Jenkins also points a finger at the right-wing,
anti-homosexual camp, which he found exploited the scandal
to "prove" its claims that the "modernist" bishops were
subverting the Church with an influx of homosexual clergy.
 
'The sober truth'

 His historical take on the crisis may bring the
objectivity required for his work to be taken seriously.

 "A priest couldn't have written this book," Jenkins said.
"It would look like insensitive apologies for pedophile,
even if the sober truth were told and supported with
statistics."

 Jenkins has written several other books, including two
others on "moral panics" -- a sociological phrase for what
he describes as "when society goes crazy about an issue."
His prior works on moral panics examined serial murders and
satanic rituals.

 Technically, Jenkins claims, priest-pedophilia cases
are extremely rare. He ardently differentiates the
pedophile -- one who engages in sex with children younger
than puberty age -- from the ephebophile -- one who engages
in sexual abuse of a teenager.

 "Most cases involved a homosexual priest and 16- or
17-year-old boys," Jenkins said. "It's still immoral and
probably illegal, but it looks quite a bit different from
sex with a prepubescent child."

 Moreover, Jenkins charges that the wrongly defined problem
not only got disproportionate media attention, but became
disproportionately linked with Catholic priests. The
liberal argument -- that the Church's celibacy requirements
were driving sexually repressed priests to abuse children
-- became the conventional wisdom in much of the media, as
well as among elites in the Church.

 But, Jenkins said, such conclusions have no factual basis.
"Non-celibate clergy are just as likely to abuse," he said,
noting the research.

 Nor did Jenkins find evidence for the claim, repeatedly
made in the press, that 6 percent of all priests were
pedophiles. The most innocent explanation, he said, is that
the figure derived from a rough, unscientific estimate of
the number of priests who might have "inclinations" toward
pedophilia. But even then, the only study of the question,
conducted by the Chicago archdiocese, found that less than
2 percent of all the priests who served there in the
40-year period between 1951 and 1991 could plausibly be
charged with sexual misconduct. And even then, only one of
the alleged cases involved sex with a pre-puberty age child.

 And even though figures of child sexual abuse and
pedophilia are similar for clergy in other denominations,
Jenkins said that underlying anti-Catholic stereotypes and
prejudices has led the issue to be "portrayed as a vast
social crisis and a vastly *Catholic* crisis."

 Age-old stereotypes of the lascivious, sex-hungry priest
-- caricatures that date back to the Middle Ages -- became
the staple of editorial cartoons and more serious media
treatments of the issue, he found.

 Another stereotype was cast as the media repeatedly
reported that the Church covered up sexual abuse
allegations, reassigning the accused priest without
informing the new parish. But in addressing, or more
precisely not addressing, sexual abuse allegations, Jenkins
believes that the Church acted in accordance with the best
advice of the time.

 "What the Church did was precisely correct according to
the time's standards: medical, psychological and
criminological," said Jenkins. "In the 1960s, the best of
experts at Harvard and Princeton recommended to ignore it.
The thinking was that an act of sexual abuse was only
serious if made so. That sounds shocking to us today, but
it's important to judge people by the standards of the
time."

 He stressed that Catholics need to defend their faith
against unfounded accusations and flagrant stereotyping.

 "Lots of people accuse the Church of playing legal
hardball in court, but very often the Church was resisting
lawsuits that were false," he said. "The Church shouldn't
be criticized for defending its rights; and Catholics
should be unashamed of the Church defending against false
lawsuits."

 Catholics can only hope that Jenkins is accurate in his
observation that the moral panic of clerical sexual abuse
has receded in the wake of the highly publicized but false
abuse charges filed against Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of
Chicago in 1992. 

But even then, the damage has been done, as the spate of
negative publicity demoralized Catholics, particularly
priests. "The morale," Jenkins fears, "may be poisoned
beyond repair."

---------------------------------------------------------------



Security alert - confirmed as legitimate:
---------------------------------------------------------------

ProMail v1.21, an advanced freeware mail program spread
through several worldwide distribution networks
(SimTel.net, Shareware.com and others), is a trojan [virus].
        
Upon discovering - through LAN sniffing - that the program
would attempt to connect to SMTP instead of POP3 when a
regular mail check was performed, we reverse-engineered the
software.

_All_ of the personal user data, including the user's
password in encrypted format, is sent to an account on
NetAddress - a free e-mail provider - as soon as a valid
internet connection is detected.

Apart from this "feature", the software is 100% functional
and very well done.
        
The program seems to have been made available around
24 February. The problem was first publicised on the
Bugtraq news group on 19 March by Aeon Labs and
was confirmed by Pine Security Digest. 

More detailed information can be found on our web site at 
[http://cool.icestorm.net/aeon/news.html]

------------------------------------------------------------


ends
